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A Navy plane director signals the pilot before the plane is catapulted off the
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A story in Tuesday’s editions about a Kaiserslautern teen receiv-
ing his Eagle Scout rank should have said Andrew Reese’s father is
an Army major.

States

Martha Stewart sentencing: Mar-
tha Stewart and her former stockbro-

ker, Peter Bacanovic, will be sentenced
separately Friday in New York, a clerk

for the sentencing judge said Tuesday.
Stewart will be sentenced at 10 a.m. and

Bacanovic will be sentenced at 2:30 p.m., a
clerk for U.S. District Judge Miriam Gold-
man Cedarbaum said. Both sentencings had
previously been scheduled for 10 a.m.

Each defendant is expected to get 10 to 16
months in prison after being convicted of
lying to the government about why Stewart
sold 3,928 shares of ImClone Systems Inc.
stock in late 2001, just before the price
plunged.

World

Terror suspects: Sept. 11 suspects Abdel-
ghani Mzoudi and Mounir el Motassadeq
will fight an attempt by German authorities
to deport them to their native Morocco,
their attorneys said Tuesday.

Both men, who were accused by prosecu-
tors of providing logistical support to the
Hamburg al-Qaida cell that included sui-
cide hijackers Mohamed Atta, Marwan
al-Shehhi and Ziad Jarrah, were served
with notice Monday that Hamburg intends
to deport them.

EU fiscal rules: Europe’s top court took
European Union governments to task Tues-
day for letting France and Germany off the
hook last fall for violating budget rules, but
the ruling looked unlikely to change how fis-
cal discipline is enforced for euro currency
countries.

The European Court of Justice’s decision
broadly supported the European Commis-
sion, the Brussels, Belgium-based bureau-
cracy, which feared its role as fiscal watch-
dog was being undermined by national capi-
tals jealously guarding control over their
pursestrings.

Citing violations of procedure, the court
annulled the reprieve finance ministers
took it upon themselves to grant France and
Germany on Nov. 25.

Accused deserter: Japanese doctors
have been dispatched to examine an ac-
cused U.S. Army deserter meeting with his
Japanese wife in Indonesia, Japan’s top gov-
ernment spokesman said Tuesday.

Japanese officials in Indonesia said they
were considering sending Charles Jenkins,
who has lived in North Korea since 1965, to
Japan for medical treatment. They refused
to say what prompted the announcement
but acknowledged that Jenkins had been
taken to a Jakarta hospital Tuesday for a
medical examination.

Jenkins’ wife, Hitomi Soga, was kid-
napped by North Korean agents in 1978 and
taken to the communist country. She met
Jenkins there and married, and the couple
has two daughters.

Soga was permitted to return to Japan in
2002 after a Japan-North Korea summit, but

Jenkins remained behind with his daugh-
ters out of fear he would be extradited to the
United States to face charges.

Japanese officials arranged a reunion be-
tween Soga and her family in Indonesia,
which has no extradition treaty with the
United States.

Hong Kong democracy movement:
Pro-democracy lawmakers on Tuesday ac-
cused Hong Kong’s leader of “planting a
time bomb” in the territory by ignoring peo-
ple’s desires for freedom, in their first ques-
tion-and-answer session since a massive
pro-democracy rally on July 1.

Chief Executive Tung Chee-hwa respond-
ed by saying he has listened to the people’s
views but must follow Beijing’s instructions.

It was Tung’s first public showdown with
lawmakers since the protest, which organiz-
ers said attracted 530,000 people. Police
said the crowd was 200,000.

Japaneseelection: Japanese Cabinet min-
isters and ruling party officials said Tues-
day a weekend electoral setback would not
derail Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi’s
reform policies.

Shinzo Abe, the No. 2 official in Koizumi’s
Liberal Democratic Party, spoke after meet-
ing with senior party leaders to assess the
outcome of Sunday’s parliamentary polls, in
which the opposition Democrats captured
the most votes of any single party.

Bali bombing: The failure of U.S. authori-
ties to alert Australia to a terror warning
ahead of the deadly Bali bombings that
killed 88 Australians was “an oversight,”

the government said Tuesday.
The U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation

said in a statement to Australian Broadcast-
ing Corp. television that it had gleaned intel-
ligence on possible terror attacks aimed at
targets such as bars and nightclubs fre-
quented by Westerners in Southeast Asia.

The FBI statement said it alerted nations
believed to be targets, but not Australia.

Madrid attacks: Intelligence reports ex-
amined Tuesday by Spanish lawmakers in-
vestigating Madrid’s train bombings indicat-
ed that police found evidence pointing to Is-
lamic militants hours earlier than they had
announced, members of the panel said.

The closed-door session marked the start
of the second week of Parliament’s inquiry
into the March 11 attack that killed 190 peo-
ple and injured more than 2,000.

Aid for Kenya: Light rains and the result-
ing poor harvests means some 1.8 million
Kenyans will need food aid over the next six
months, according to a new report by U.N.,
Kenyan and international aid officials. Ken-
yan President Mwai Kibaki’s office warned
Tuesday the number could climb to 3 mil-
lion.

Farmers from the Rift Valley in central
Kenya to the country’s Indian Ocean coast
have experienced “near total” crop failure
because rains this year were “much below
normal in quantity and were also poorly dis-
tributed,” said the report by the Kenya Food
Security Steering Group, which includes
U.N., Kenyan government and international
aid groups.

Stories and photo from wire services

Correction Comics, horoscopes and advice
every day in Stars and Stripes

Chechen unrest: A damaged car in Chechnya’s acting president’s motorcade is seen in a

televised image Tuesday after an explosion hit the motorcade in Grozny, the Chechen capi-

tal. A roadside explosive tore through the motorcade, killing a guard, on Tuesday just two

months after Chechnya’s previous leader was killed by a bomb at a stadium, officials said.

Sergei Abramov, who was appointed to lead the Kremlin-backed Chechen government after

the May 9 assassination of Akhmad Kadyrov, was not injured.
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The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A militant group holding two
Bulgarian truck drivers hostage said it had ex-
ecuted one of them and planned to kill the
other in 24 hours, the Pan-Arab television sta-
tion Al-Jazeera reported Wednesday.

Jordanian militant Abu Musab al-Zarqawi’s
Tawhid and Jihad group threatened last week
to kill the men if the United States did not re-
lease all Iraqi detainees by Saturday.

In a video broadcast on Al-Jazeera early
Wednesday, the group said it had carried out
its threat against one of the men and would
kill the other in 24 hours. The video showed
three men dressed in black with their faces
covered by black masks. One of the Bulgarian
hostages sat in front of them.

Bulgaria had identified the two hostages as
Ivaylo Kepov and Georgi Lazov and said they
were kidnapped while traveling from Bulgar-
ia to Mosul in northern Iraq. The were sched-
uled to be in Mosul on June 29, the last day ei-
ther man contacted his family.

Bulgaria, which has a 480-member infantry
battalion serving in central Iraq, sent a team
of diplomats to Iraq to try to negotiate the
men’s freedom.

Deputy Foreign Minister Gergana Gran-
charova said Tuesday he was confident the
hostages were still alive.

“Work continues through all possible chan-
nels for heading the situation in a favorable di-
rection,” he said.

The Tawhid and Jihad earlier had claimed
responsibility for the beheading of U.S. busi-
nessman Nicholas Berg and South Korean
translator Kim Sun-il.

On Tuesday, the Philippines, frantically try-
ing to obtain the release of a captive Filipino
truck driver with the clock ticking down, said
it would withdraw its tiny peacekeeping force
from Iraq as soon as it can.

The statement from the Philippine govern-
ment, which followed all-night Cabinet consul-
tations, was unclear as to whether Manila was
advancing the pullout as demanded by the

Iraqi militant kidnappers or was sticking by
its commitment to bring its 51-strong force
home Aug. 20 as planned.

State Department spokesman Richard
Boucher, reiterating U.S. policy rules out ne-
gotiating with hostage-takers, said the Ameri-
can Embassy in Manila was seeking clarifica-
tion of what the Philippines government
means by saying it would withdraw its force
as soon as it can. Still, Boucher said this
“sends the wrong message” to the hos-
tage-holders.

The spokesman said the United States was
continuing talks with Philippine authorities.

BY PAUL AMES

The Associated Press

BRUSSELS, Belgium — Iraq’s foreign minister ur-
gently appealed Tuesday for NATO to quickly deliv-
er on its promised assistance to his country’s armed
forces, warning that Iraq faced “a race against
time” to improve security before next year’s elec-
tions.

Responding to the plea, NATO Secretary-General
Jaap de Hoop Scheffer said the 26 allies would make
good on their pledge to launch a mission to train
Iraq’s fledgling armed forces by the end of the
month.

“We need this training you promised us ... as soon
as possible,” Iraqi Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari
told reporters on the first visit to NATO headquar-
ters by an Iraqi official. “We are in a race against
time. It’s a matter of urgency.”

De Hoop Scheffer also said NATO would quickly
consider and reply to Zebari’s other requests, which
included pleas for military hardware, help guarding
Iraq’s borders and protection for a U.N. mission in the
country ahead of the elections scheduled for January.

However, de Hoop Scheffer must first overcome
divisions within the alliance over the scope of
NATO’s role in Iraq.

Despite agreeing at a summit last month that
NATO should train the Iraqi forces, French Presi-
dent Jacques Chirac made clear he did not want that
to turn into a visible NATO presence on the ground
in Iraq.

He suggested the training should be done outside
the country or be handled by nations on a bilateral
level. U.S. officials say a meaningful training opera-
tion must include a NATO deployment in Iraq.

Zebari said his government also wants a collective
NATO mission inside Iraq.

The American ambassador to NATO, Nicholas
Burns, said he assured Zebari of the United States’
solid support for creating a NATO training effort on
the ground as soon as possible.

The French Foreign Ministry declined to com-
ment on Zebari’s appeal.

De Hoop Scheffer said a compromise was possi-
ble, but the current options include training inside
Iraq carried out by nations individually or collective-
ly by NATO. Another possibility is helping the Iraqis
set up a nationwide military command system and
other training programs run outside Iraq.

French opposition to a NATO footprint in Iraq may
also make it difficult for the alliance to respond to Ze-
bari’s other requests — particularly for NATO troops
to provide protection for a U.N. mission during elec-
tions set to take place by Jan. 31, 2005.

Despite French reservations, de Hoop Scheffer
said NATO had to consider such requests.

“If minister Zebari comes to NATO with a plea or
a request ... then the answer cannot be ‘excuse me
foreign minister but this is not an option we’re going
to study,’ ” de Hoop Scheffer told reporters.

BY ABDULLAH AL-SHIHRI

The Associated Press

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — A
wanted al-Qaida militant said to
have fought alongside Osama bin
Laden in Afghanistan turned him-
self in to Saudi diplomats in Iran
and was flown to the kingdom
Tuesday, the most prominent fig-
ure to surrender under an amnes-
ty, the Interior Ministry said.

The militant was identified as
Khaled bin Ouda bin Mohammed
al-Harby, also known as Abu Sule-
iman al-Makky. In a videotape re-
leased after the Sept. 11, 2001, ter-
ror attacks, al-Qaida chief Osama
bin Laden was shown talking
about the planning of the attacks
with al-Harby, according to the
Arab TV channel Al-Arabiya. Al-
Harby was believed to have lost
his legs fighting in Afghanistan.
There was no immediate confir-
mation by Saudi officials.

Separately, Interior Minister
Prince Nayef acknowledged for
the first time Tuesday that Saudis
had infiltrated neighboring Iraq
to fight U.S.-led forces.

“Surely, there are Saudis,”
Prince Nayef told reporters late
Monday of the foreign fighters de-
tained in Iraq. “But the number,
and how [they got in to Iraq] is
not available to us now.”

Al-Harby, who fought with bin
Laden against the Russians in Af-

ghanistan about 20 years ago, was
shown on state television being
carried off a Saudi Airlines plane
after arriving in Riyadh. He was
pushed in a wheelchair through
the airport and was wearing tradi-
tional white robes and Arab head-
dress.

In a statement, the Interior Min-
istry said al-Harby contacted the
Saudi Embassy in Tehran from
the Iranian-Afghan border,
where he was stranded. It was not
disclosed what al-Harby was
wanted for, and his name does not
appear on the list of the king-
dom’s 26 most-wanted militants.

“Thank God, thank God ... I
called the embassy and we were
very well-received,” al-Harby
told Saudi TV in the airport termi-
nal. “I have come obeying God,
and obeying the (kingdom’s) rul-
ers.”

He is the third man to take ad-
vantage of the amnesty that King
Fahd offered militants on June
23. The amnesty, lasting for one
month, promises to spare the
lives of those militants who sur-
render.

The two militants who have al-
ready surrendered in response to
the amnesty include Othman
Hadi Al Maqboul al-Amri, No. 21
on the most-wanted list.

Al-Harby described the amnes-
ty as a “generous offer” and
urged other militants to take ad-
vantage of it.

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Monday, 876 U.S. ser-
vicemembers have died since
the beginning of military oper-
ations in Iraq in March 2003,
according to the Defense De-
partment. Of those, 651 died as
a result of hostile action and
225 died of nonhostile causes.

The British military has re-
ported 59 deaths; Italy, 18;
Spain, eight; Bulgaria and Po-
land, six each; Ukraine, four;
Slovakia, three; Thailand, two;
Denmark, El Salvador, Esto-
nia, Hungary, Latvia and the
Netherlands have reported
one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 738 U.S. ser-
vicemembers have died — 542
as a result of hostile action and
196 of nonhostile causes.

� The latest deaths reported
by military:

No deaths reported.

� The latest identifications
reported by the military:

No identifications reported.

Report: Militants say they killed Bulgarian

Top al-Qaida militant
turns self in to Saudis

AP

NATO Secretary-General Jaap De Hoop Scheffer,

right, and Iraq’s Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari

discussed plans for training Iraq’s armed forces on

Tuesday at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Belgium.

Iraq urges NATO
to send pledged
training aid now

AP

A group of students form a peace symbol at a Manila square on Tuesday to demand the govern-

ment pull out its small Philippine contingent in Iraq to save the life of Filipino truck driver Angelo

dela Cruz, who was taken hostage by Iraqi insurgents.

Al-Jazeera airs tape
from group that claims
it will kill second man
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BY MUNIR AHMAD

The Associated Press

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — Pakistan on Tuesday
welcomed the selection of its ambassador to the
United States by Secretary-General Kofi Annan as
the new U.N. envoy to Iraq, saying it was a tribute to
the man’s professionalism.

“We welcome Ambassador Ashraf Jehangir
Qazi’s appointment as special representative of the
U.N. secretary-general in Iraq,” Masood Khan,
spokesman for Pakistan’s Foreign Ministry, said.

He said Qazi, a career diplomat who has served in
key posts around the world, has been given a “chal-
lenging assignment.”

“This is a very important assignment entailing
heavy responsibilities,” and “we wish him well in
his new job,” Khan said.

Khan’s comments came a day after the United Na-
tions announced that Annan had selected Qazi to be
the top U.N. envoy to Iraq, based in Baghdad.

U.N. associate spokeswoman Marie Okabe said
Monday that Qazi was chosen from a short list of
three “highly qualified” candidates after extensive

consultations. Other contenders were former Indian
Foreign Secretary Salman Haidar and former Thai
Foreign Minister Surin Pitsuwan, she said. Like
Qazi, they are Muslims.

Qazi, 62, will replace top U.N. envoy Sergio Vieira
de Mello, who was one of 22 people killed in the Aug.
19, 2003, bombing at U.N. headquarters in Baghdad.

On Tuesday, Khan said Qazi has accepted the new
position, but he would not say when he would travel
to Iraq. Okabe said Qazi must first be released from
his current duties in Washington.

Qazi, has been ambassador to the United States
since September 2002. He previously served as Paki-
stan’s top envoy to India in 1997-2002, to China in
1994-1997, Russia in 1991-1994, East Germany in
1990-1991 and Syria in 1986-1988.

Qazi late Monday told Pakistan’s Geo television
that his top priority would be to serve the people of
Iraq.

“I think this new assignment is an honor for me
and my country,” he said.

Pakistan is a key ally of the United States in its
war on terrorism. But it has been less supportive of
the war in Iraq.

BY NAOMI KOPPEL

The Associated Press

GENEVA — The international Red
Cross said Tuesday it suspects the Unit-
ed States is hiding detainees in lockups
across the globe, though the agency has
been granted access to thousands of
prisoners in Iraq and elsewhere.

Terror suspects reported by the FBI
as captured have never turned up in de-
tention centers, and the United States
has failed to reply to agency demands
for a list of everyone it’s holding, said
Antonella Notari, spokeswoman for the
International Committee of the Red
Cross.

“These people are, as far as we can
tell, detained in locations that are undis-
closed not only to us but also to the rest
of the world,” Notari said.

White House spokesman Scott Mc-
Clellan said Tuesday he was “looking
further into” the Red Cross concerns
and added: “We do work closely with
the Red Cross on all detainee issues.”
He did not concede a problem exists.

At the Pentagon, spokesman Bryan
Whitman said, “The International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross has access to
all Defense Department detention oper-
ations.”

However, in his report into allega-

tions of abuse at Baghdad’s Abu Ghraib
prison, U.S. Army Maj. Gen. Antonio
Taguba found that military police there
had “routinely held persons brought to
them by other government agencies
without accounting for them, knowing
their identities, or even the reason for
their detention.”

On at least one occasion, they moved
these “ghost detainees” around the pris-
on to hide them from a visiting Red
Cross delegation, he added. He de-
scribed the actions as “deceptive, con-
trary to Army Doctrine, and in viola-
tion of international law.”

Under the Geneva Conventions, the
United States is obliged to give the neu-
tral, Swiss-run ICRC access to prison-
ers of war and other detainees to check
on their conditions and allow them to
send messages to their families.

The United States says it is cooperat-
ing with the agency, and has allowed
Red Cross delegates access to thou-
sands of prisoners in Afghanistan, at
the U.S. naval base at Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba and in Iraq, where agency
delegates have visited Saddam Hus-
sein.

It is unclear whether terror suspects
would be covered by the Geneva Con-
ventions, but Notari said that “for hu-
manitarian reasons” the Red Cross
should be told about all detainees.

BY ED JOHNSON

The Associated Press

LONDON — Prime Minister Tony Blair, fac-
ing a potentially damaging report on the Brit-
ish intelligence that backed his decision to go to
war in Iraq, said Tuesday that he felt “very
much as I did 18 months ago” and believed the
world was safer with Saddam Hussein out of
power.

Blair and senior government officials got an
early look Tuesday at an official inquiry into
the quality of prewar British intelligence on
Iraqi weapons programs. The report will be
published Wednesday.

Asked at a news conference whether he be-
lieved he had been given “duff intelligence” be-
fore the war, Blair said: “I’m afraid I don’t ac-
cept that at all.”

But Blair, speaking at a joint news confer-
ence with Italian Premier Silvio Berlusconi, of-
fered no comment on the new report from Lord
Butler, a retired senior civil servant. “You’ll
have to wait,” he said.

“I think it is very difficult to look at Iraq
today, without Saddam, and say we would be
better off, the world would be safer, if Saddam
was still in charge of Iraq,” Blair said, repeat-
ing his oft-stated position.

He said he hoped people would not “disre-
spect those of us who came to the view, and

hold the view now, that,
with the history of Sadd-
am and what he did, not
just to his own country
but the wider world, we
are better, safer, more se-
cure without him in of-
fice.”

The transfer of sover-
eignty in Iraq last month
had brought some im-
provement, he asserted,
but it was “far too early to
be anything other than im-

mensely cautious.”
Last week, a U.S. Senate Intelligence Com-

mittee inquiry concluded that most of the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency’s claims on Saddam
Hussein’s alleged arsenal were overstated or
unsupported.

According to reports, Butler is expected to
censure John Scarlett, chairman of the Joint In-
telligence Committee, who signed off on the
dossier. ITV news, citing unidentified sources,
added that that Butler was not looking for a
scapegoat, and would say that intelligence fail-
ures were collective.

Blair’s office said Tuesday the prime minis-
ter had full confidence in Scarlett, who has
been chosen to become the next head of Brit-
ain’s foreign spy agency, MI6.

Pakistan’s Qazi welcomed
as new U.N. envoy to Iraq

Blair facing judgment on
Iraq prewar intelligence

BY ROBERT BURNS

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — U.S. officials
have issued a document notifying
terrorism suspects held at Guan-
tanamo Bay, Cuba, that they may
use American courts to contest
their detention, the Pentagon said.

The 594 detainees also were in-
formed, in the same one-page doc-
ument issued Monday, that they
would be allowed to appear before
a military panel to challenge their
status as “enemy combatants.”

That designation, the Bush ad-
ministration says, gives it the
power to hold the detainees indefi-
nitely without access to lawyers.

A process for panels of military
officers to consider whether de-
tainees are properly held as
“enemy combatants” was devel-
oped after a June 28 Supreme
Court decision that allows detain-
ees to challenge their imprison-
ment in federal courts.

The notice given to detainees
Monday does not mention the Su-

preme Court but states that U.S.
courts “have jurisdiction to consid-
er petitions brought by enemy
combatants held at this facility
that challenge the legality of their
detention.”

It said the detainees will be noti-
fied in the near future of proce-
dures available “should you seek
to challenge your detention in U.S.
courts.” Before the Supreme
Court ruling, the Bush administra-
tion’s position was that the detain-
ees had no right to use courts of

the United States or anywhere
else.

The notice was in 17 languages,
provided to each prisoner in his na-
tive tongue.

Regardless whether a detainee
should choose to go to court, he
may have his status as an enemy
combatant reviewed by a military
panel at Guantanamo Bay. Navy
Secretary Gordon England, over-
seeing the review process, said Fri-
day he hopes to complete the sta-
tus reviews within four months.

If a panel, which the Pentagon
calls a Combatant Status Review
Tribunal, should determine that a
detainee is not an enemy combat-
ant, he would be set free, England
said.

The next step in the review pro-
cess is for detainees to be assigned
so-called personal representa-
tives, who will be military officers
but not lawyers. The representa-
tive would be allowed to assist a de-
tainee in presenting his case and
be present during the proceed-
ings.

Red Cross fears U.S. is holding
terror suspects in secret sites

Blair

AP

Ashraf Jehangir Qazi waves to the cameras at the New Delhi airport,

India, in May. Secretary-General Kofi Annan has selected Qazi, Paki-

stan’s ambassador to Washington, for the job of U.N. envoy to Iraq.

Gitmo detainees informed of rights to use U.S. courts
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Advocates:
Nearly 200
reported
sex assaults

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — The
U.S. military has launched a new
operation in Afghanistan involv-
ing thousands of troops to provide
security during upcoming presi-
dential elections, the top Ameri-
can commander said Tuesday.

The operation, named Light-
ning Resolve, is “kicking off as
we speak,” Lt. Gen. David Barno
said in an interview at his head-
quarters in the Afghan capital.

He said the operation contains
enough “offensive punch” to keep
militants off-balance and would
include targeted, intelli-
gence-driven raids. He gave no
specifics.

A 2,000-strong Marine force,
which has hammered Taliban mil-

itants in a southern stronghold
since it arrived in March, is in the
process of leaving the country,
Barno said.

The remaining force of 17,000
troops will intensify its coopera-
tion with the United Nations,
which is helping to organize the
Oct. 7 presidential poll, seen as a
key step on this war-shattered
country’s path to recovery.

The United Nations has helped
register some 7 million voters de-
spite a string of attacks that have
raised fears security will not be
adequate to ensure a fair and free
vote.

“We’ll be shifting our efforts to
helping to build the required secu-
rity going into the election itself,”
Barno said. “The specifics of that
plan are still being worked out.”

U.S. forces are expected to pro-
vide a broad security blanket
across the south and east during
the election, leaving Afghan po-

lice and soldiers to protect polling
stations.

NATO is expected to bulk up its
6,500-strong peacekeeping force

focused on Kabul and fan out
across the relatively peaceful
north in the run-up to the vote.

Incident-free elections would
reflect well on the U.S. military
and deflect criticism that it has
failed to capture Osama bin
Laden or Taliban supreme leader
Mullah Mohammed Omar. Barno
said the U.S.-led coalition had
forces working exclusively on
tracking down top fugitives. But
he said he had no firm intelli-
gence on where.

There have been reports from
Washington that bin Laden and
his top aide, Ayman al-Zawahri,
might be planning major new
al-Qaida attacks to disrupt the up-
coming U.S. elections. But Barno
said he had no knowledge of the
men’s whereabouts or what they
might be up to.

“Those are, I think, the most dif-
ficult targets we have over here,”
Barno said. “Because of the lack
of information we have on them, I
think the inference is that they
are well-protected.”

BY JON SARCHE

The Associated Press

DENVER — Nearly 200 women serving
in the Middle East say they have been sex-
ually assaulted by fellow servicemembers
in the past 21 months, a victims’ advocacy
group said Monday as it criticized the U.S.
military for falling short in addressing the
problem.

From October 2002 through June, the
Miles Foundation received 187 reports
from the region — and fewer than half had
been reported to military authorities, said
Christine Hansen, executive director of
the Connecticut-based group.

During the same period, the Pentagon
has received 112 reports, Hansen said dur-
ing the annual conference of the National
Coalition Against Domestic Violence.

In February, Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld ordered an investigation into
the treatment of servicewomen in the Gulf
war zone who report sexual assaults by
their male comrades. A defense official
said the memo came in response to media
reports about sexual assaults in the region,
including a Jan. 25 story by The Denver
Post.

According to defense officials, some
60,000 military women served within the
region managed by U.S. Central Com-
mand, which includes Iraq, Kuwait and Af-
ghanistan, between October 2002 and No-
vember 2003. Most were in Iraq and Ku-
wait.

The Pentagon released a report in May
acknowledging problems in how the mili-
tary handles assault allegations. The task
force said victims were treated inconsis-
tently and too often suffered from a lack of
support from commanders, criminal inves-
tigators and doctors.

The foundation, which first raised con-
cerns in press reports about a spate of as-
saults on women serving in Iraq and Ku-
wait, has criticized the Pentagon with fail-
ing to take appropriate steps to address
the problem.

Barno says thousands of troops
to provide security during vote

BY JON R. ANDERSON

Stars and Stripes

BAGRAM AIRFIELD, Afghanistan —
Chief Warrant Officer 3 John Burt is rev-
ving up the engines on his UH-60 Black
Hawk, prepping his helicopter for an up-
coming mission off the dusty flight line at
Bagram Airfield.

As the engines roar, a crew chief hands
him a U.S. flag and a T-shirt. Burt, a
38-year-old pilot assigned to the 25th In-
fantry Division, wedges the flag —
brand-new and still in its box — onto the
dashboard above the flight controls and
stuffs the shirt into the flight bag next to
his feet.

Call them combat zone conversation
pieces or patriotic mementos from the
front lines of the war on terror, they are
all part of a campaign among U.S. fliers in
the region designed to help troops connect
with folks back home in ways that simple
post cards and e-mails never could.

The T-shirt, says the crew chief, is for a
sailor working on the base who wants to
send something special to his mom. As
with a concert shirt signed by the stars of
the show, after the flight Burt will scrawl
the day of the mission, helicopter number
and where they flew onto the shirt.

Meanwhile, the flag will be among thou-
sands sent to friends, family, schools, de-
partment stores, hometown bars, police
stations, colleges, and anywhere else
troops want to offer a patriotic reminder
of what they’re doing in Afghanistan. And
why they’re here.

Most units print out a personalized cer-
tificate to accompany the flag, often with a
picture of the Stars and Stripes held by
the crew in front of the aircraft after the
mission.

A typical certificate reads:
“In remembrance of the attack on the

World Trade Center and the Pentagon on
Sept. 11, 2001, this flag bears witness to
the destruction of terrorist forces threaten-
ing the freedom of the United States of
America and the world during Operation
Enduring Freedom.”

“We’re flying these flags in the face of
the enemy,” said Burt. “That’s a pretty

cool gift. Not everyone can say their flag
has seen combat.”

Pilots say they’re glad to help out.
“I think it’s an honor to fly the flag for

someone back home, said Chief Warrant
Officer 2 Ryan Nowaczck, a medical evac-
uation pilot at Bagram.

“We like doing it,” said Maj. Norm
Camp, an Air Force A-10 pilot who flew
three flags during missions here on the
July 4. “It’s not a problem at all for us.”

It’s hard to say how long the flag-flying
campaign has been going on.

Lt. Col. John Lynch, executive officer of
Task Force Wings, which oversees much
of the aircraft on the Bagram flight line,
said it’s becoming increasingly popular.

The 10th Mountain Division, which the
25th ID replaced this spring, “was doing it
when we got here and we just carried on
the tradition. I think just about everyone
is doing it now,” said Lynch. “It’s a good
way to help people connect with what’s
going on over here.”

Senior Airman Karson Beaulieu said
his unit was sending up flags in A-10 Thun-
derbolt cockpits when they were deployed
to Saudi Arabia in 2002 and then sending

them back to friends and family as pre-
sents.

“We did a few back then, but now it’s
much more popular,” said Beaulieu, with
the 355th Fighter Squadron from Eielson,
Alaska, now deployed to Afghanistan.
“We’ve sent up at least 500 in the three
months that we’ve been here.”

Requests have become so frequent, he
said, they’ve had to set up a special
sign-up sheet.

“They can drop off four flags at a time
and pick from 14 different certificates,”
said Beaulieu. “When we first got here it
only took a few days to get them back, but
now we’ve got so many it’s usually more
like a week.”

The practice has become so popular
lately that local PXs at bases in Afghani-
stan have had a hard time keeping flags in
stock. Usually delivered by the truckload,
shipments are typically sold out within
days.

“It’s definitely an unusual gift,” said
Beaulieu, “it’s not something you can just
run down to Wal-Mart and get.”

E-mail Jon R. Anderson at:

andersonj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Patriotic gift from the combat zone

AP

Lt. Gen. David Barno, U.S. commander in Afghanistan, explains Light-

ning Resolve, a new military operation involving thousands of troops

aimed at protecting Afghanistan’s landmark presidential election, on

Tuesday. The operation is “kicking off as we speak,” Barno said.

U.S. operation to protect Afghan election

JON R. ANDERSON/Stars and Stripes

A helicopter crew at Bagram Airfield in Afghanistan prepares to fly a flag “in the face the
enemy” as a gift for folks back home. The flag is among thousands sent anywhere
troops want to offer a patriotic reminder of what they’re doing in Afghanistan.

Flags ride with pilots then
get sent home to loved ones
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BY CHARLES J. HANLEY

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Iraq’s new lead-
er wants to call some of its old
army back to duty to help restore
peace in his war-torn land.

Disbanding that defeated force
13 months ago was a mistake
made in Washington, says a U.S.
Army colonel who held a pivotal
role in Baghdad at the time.

“It was because ideology ruled
where reality should have,” Col.
Paul F. Hughes, who was strate-
gic policy director for the U.S. oc-
cupation authori-
ty, said of last
year’s decision.

Other key play-
ers said the order
came not from
then-Iraq adminis-
trator L. Paul
Bremer, as be-
lieved, but from a
top-level civilian
official in the De-
fense Department
in Washington,
and that it was
done without con-
sulting U.S. mili-
tary chiefs.

With no Iraqi se-
curity forces on
hand, the U.S. military was left al-
most alone to confront an Iraqi in-
surgency and crime wave that
built through 2003 — fed in part
by armed soldiers of the disband-
ed army.

“Anyone who ever worked in
any country after a losing war
knows you have to do something
with the old soldiers,” Hughes
said. “Otherwise, they’re out of
work and they will do what peo-
ple do who know how to use guns
do.”

Iyad Allawi, Iraq’s interim
prime minister, says he hopes to

reconstitute three or four divi-
sions of the old army — up to
40,000 troops, about 10 percent of
the huge force maintained under
the ousted Baathist government
of Saddam Hussein.

Allawi first spoke out against
the U.S. decision last October, as
a member of Iraq’s governing
council. By May, before taking
over as interim prime minister,
he said, “We need an army, full
stop.”

His approval last week of legis-
lation permitting martial law and
military governors makes an

army recall “im-
perative,” said
Ray Salvatore Jen-
nings, an expert
in postwar transi-
tions with the gov-
ernment-financed
U.S. Institute of
Peace.

Last August,
the U.S. com-
mand in Iraq
began training a
“New Iraqi
Army” of light in-
fantry, but the
slow-paced pro-
gram has pro-
duced only an esti-
mated 7,000

troops, far short of the
40,000-member military the
Americans once projected for Oc-
tober 2004.

Meanwhile, the first trained bat-
talion fell apart when more than
one-third of the men deserted,
and the 2nd Battalion refused to
fight alongside U.S. Marines
against insurgents in the city of
Fallujah this April.

The U.S. command says other
newly organized security forces,
including police and a lightly
armed national guard, are more
than 200,000 strong. But they are
short on equipment and training.

Translator sees changing attitudes in growing graffiti scene

BY CHRIS TOMLINSON

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Sgt. Abubakar
Senge walks through the second-
ary school with his rifle slung
across his chest, his helmet hang-
ing off his arm and a notebook in
his hand, inspecting the work he
hired an Iraqi builder to perform.

Checking every room, he wants
to make sure everything is per-
fect before the students return at
the end of August.

“I’m not that much older than
the guys going to school, so I
know how they feel,” said the
21-year-old college student from
Portland, Ore.

A civil affairs soldier in the U.S.
Army Reserve, Senge is responsi-
ble for rehabilitating 60 long-ne-
glected and looted schools in a
west Baghdad neighborhood.

The Army has assigned a civil
affairs team to almost every bat-
talion to take charge of recon-
struction projects and set up
neighborhood councils to get Iraq
back to normal. All civil affairs
soldiers are reservists and exclud-
ed from combat operations.

“My job is not to go out there
and hunt down people. [The] civil
affairs’ job is to make the commu-
nity better,” Senge said.

Senge’s team is assigned to the
3rd Battalion, 82nd Field Artil-
lery Battalion, which is responsi-
ble for Baghdad’s Mansour dis-
trict. The battalion has more than
170 projects worth about $7.5 mil-
lion.

U.S. commanders have found
they spend more time getting
local councils in place, creating a
new bureaucracy and putting Ira-
qis back to work than they do
fighting insurgents. But just as
the transfer of sovereignty on
June 28 gave Iraqis greater re-
sponsibility for security, it also
gives local leaders more responsi-
bility for reconstruction.

“Before they were used to get-
ting directions from above, now
they have the authority them-
selves,” Maj. Harry Klein, Sen-
ge’s team leader, said. “The Ira-
qis need to start initiating
projects on their own.”

Klein acknowledges, though,
that the new government isn’t

ready to take over completely,
and civil affairs teams will contin-
ue to play an important role.

Senge has learned how to spot
shortcuts taken by Iraqi contrac-
tors and gives every building a
close inspection, something the
civil engineering student said will
help him after he graduates.

Other team members manage
sewer projects, soccer fields, kero-
sene distribution centers and gas-
oline stations. Klein said at one
station his team was trying to ar-
range for an onsite convenience
store.

The soldiers have also had to
deal with the complexities of
Iraqi society where elected lead-
ers informally share power with
tribal and religious leaders. Some
managers in the new govern-
ment’s ministries act aloof when
dealing with U.S. soldiers.

Despite the frustrations, Senge
and other soldiers in his team feel
a sense of accomplishment.

“The real satisfaction will come
when the students go back to
school and I hope I can see their
reactions when they go to an al-
most new school,” he said.

BY AAMER MADHANI

Chicago Tribune

BAGHDAD — On the brick wall of the
parking lot adjacent to one of the largest
mosques in the city, anonymous observers
of modern-day Iraq have spray-painted
their commentary in black and red.

“Where is the mustache of Saddam?”
asked one writer, who was insulting the de-
posed leader by using an Iraqi expression
for challenging one’s manhood.

Another states that, “the killing of Ameri-
cans is halal,” or acceptable under Islamic
law. And a third writer scrawled in English
that the “USA Rocks!”

Under the former regime, tagging a wall
with a controversial political message was
punishable by a long jail sentence and,
sometimes, execution.

The walls of post-Saddam Hussein Bagh-
dad, however, have become a canvas for po-
litical dialogue and self-expression.

“In Saddam’s time, maybe occasionally
you would see slogans written on the wall
that were in his favor,” said Amir Nayef
Toma al-Sayegh, 52, a retired Iraqi army
radar operator who has been documenting

graffiti in Baghdad since shortly after the
invasion last year. “This graffiti we see
now is pure expression. It is written in the
darkness of night. It is straight from the
heart to the wall.”

Twice a week, al-Sayegh sets out on foot
with a pen and journal to find new graffiti.
So far, he has documented more than 1,700
messages scrawled on walls, highway un-

derpasses, buses and other surfaces.

“This is my obsession,” said al-Sayegh,
who earns his living translating automo-
bile repair manuals from English to Arabic
for Iraqi mechanics.

Al-Sayegh spends just about every after-
noon translating the mostly Arabic graffiti
into English in tattered journals, whose
contents he hopes to someday publish.

The book he envisions is inspired by the
“Chicken Soup” series popular in the Unit-
ed States.

The idea of documenting Baghdad’s graf-
fiti was sparked by a memory of a maga-
zine article al-Sayegh read more than 15
years ago about a British woman who docu-
mented the graffiti in Tehran, Iran, during
the Iranian Revolution.

The Iraqi graffiti, al-Sayegh contends, of-
fers a tableau of the progression of opinion
in the country in the 15 months since the in-
vasion.

His first entry in his journal, which came
days after the fall of Baghdad, was a fairly
simple and optimistic scrawling signed by
the Iraq Communist Party: “Free Country
and Happy People.”

Throughout the various trials and tribula-
tions of the American occupation,
al-Sayegh said the writing on the walls has
reflected the mood of the Iraqi people,
from jubilation over the capture of Saddam
to disgust with the American occupation
following the U.S. military prison abuse
scandal at Abu Ghraib.

“I am now waiting to see what people
will write about Saddam Hussein’s trial,”
he said.

AP

Sgt. Abubakar Senge of Portland, Ore., inspects a secondary school Friday. The school is one of 60 long-ne-

glected and looted schools that the civil affairs soldier assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 82nd Field Artillery

Battalion is attempting to rebuild. The Army has assigned a civil affairs team to almost every battalion to take

charge of reconstruction projects and set up neighborhood councils to get Iraq back to normal.

Assignment: Normalcy in Iraq

CHICAGO TRIBUNE/KRT

Putting aside his work translating automobile repair manuals into Arabic, Amir Nayef Toma

al-Sayegh spends his days documenting the graffiti now appearing on the walls of Baghdad.

Some want Iraqi
army to return

Anyone who

ever worked in

any country

after a losing

war knows you

have to do

something with

the old

soldiers.

Col. Paul F. Hughes
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BY SANDRA JONTZ

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The U.S. mil-
itary is considering Eagle Base in
Tuzla, Bosnia-Herzegovina, for a
“lily-pad” facility from which the
military could launch forces for
worldwide contingencies, a mili-
tary leader said.

Army Maj. Gen. James
Darden, deputy director for plans
and policy at U.S. European Com-
mand, told members of Congress
on Monday that planners are de-
liberating whether to keep the
key air base after NATO turns
over peacekeeping missions to
the European Union at year’s
end, possibly staging 150 troops
and a half-dozen helicopters.

“Our strategy presently calls
for a contingency of U.S. military
personnel to help man the future
NATO headquarters at Camp But-
mir in Sarajevo. And although a
final decision has not been made,
we are also investigating the use-
fulness of maintaining a small
U.S. presence at Eagle Base,”
Darden said.

The United States now has
about 1,400 troops in Bos-
nia-Herzegovina, with about 850
at Eagle Base.

U.S. military leaders in Europe
are seeking out forward expedi-
tionary bases, sometimes called
“lily-pads,” in Eastern Europe
and Africa for training purposes
and to be well-placed for contin-
gency operations.

“Europe is the center of gravi-
ty, but the center of action is to
the east and south,” Darden said,
adding the command wants loca-
tions in Africa and closer to the
Middle East that give U.S. forces
“unfettered access when crisis”
arises.

At the NATO summit in Istan-
bul during the last week of June,
leaders ended NATO’s nine-year
peacekeeping mission in Bosnia
and transferred the mission to the
EU.

If the U.S. military keeps Eagle
Base, a former Yugoslavian air
base, the facility could be shared
with EU forces, and “if neces-
sary, a surge force of one battal-
ion could easily be brought into
Eagle Base for any future contin-
gency,” Darden said.

Yet, as military and diplomatic
officials updated members of the
House Armed Services Commit-
tee on the U.S. mission in Bosnia,
they included information of in-
creasing terrorist activity there,

including information that Bos-
nian authorities recently closed
down and froze assets of eight Is-
lamic nongovernmental agencies
because of ties to al-Qaida. That
information prompted lawmak-
ers to question whether it is wise
for a U.S.-force reduction in the
midst of the war on terrorism.

But after nine years of U.S.
presence in the country, “I think
that the conditions are right, now,
to downsize,” said Army Maj.
Gen. Virgil Packett II, command-
er of the Stabilization Force in
Bosnia-Herzegovina.

EUCOM, the U.S. Embassy and
other offices will continue to
work with Bosnian military and
law enforcement agencies to
counter the terrorist activity,
Darden said.

The 1995 Dayton Peace Ac-
cords, named because it was start-
ed at Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base in Dayton, Ohio, ended the
war and split the country in two,
the Republika Srpska and the
Muslim-Croat Federation.

Key to a successful mission is
capturing those indicted for war
crimes, primarily Radovan
Karadzic, Ratko Mladic and Ante
Gotvina, who “remain a signifi-
cant obstacle to creating the con-

ditions in which the country can
develop and prosper,” Packett
said.

Lessons from the nine-year mis-
sion in Bosnia-Herzegovina,
which lasted longer than military
planners originally predicted, can

be used as the U.S. negotiates a
postconflict environment in Iraq
and Afghanistan, notably forming
a central government from multi-
ple ethnicities, Darden said.

E-mail Sandra Jontz at:

jontzs@stripes.osd.mil

Fate of Eagle Base debated
as Bosnia handover nears
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PHOTOS BY SCOTT SCHONAUER/Stars and Stripes

A U.S. Navy plane director aboard the USS Enterprise signals to the pilot of an F/A-18 Hornet as the carrier

cruises through the eastern Atlantic Ocean off the coast of Morocco on Tuesday.

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER

Stars and Stripes

ABOARD THE USS ENTER-
PRISE — Manuals on board are
on paper, not compact disc. And
when some parts on this ship
break, they are so outdated that
they have to be custom-made.

But at 42 years old — past its
prime by warship
standards — the
USS Enterprise is
still going strong.

The Navy
needs the aircraft
carrier for at
least another de-
cade, but how it
will be used in its
final years will be
dramatically dif-
ferent from when
it was commis-
sioned in 1958.
Under the Navy’s
new Fleet Re-
sponse Plan, carri-
ers must be ready
to go anywhere in
the world on a mo-
ment’s notice.

The quick and
relatively short
deployments will
require sailors
and their families
to be more flexible, but the new

concept also will change the way

crews maintain their warships.

How will an aging ship such as

the Enterprise hold up under

shorter maintenance periods and

the swift deployments?

Chief Petty Officer Emmett
Lee Hart, who takes care of the
diesel engines, the hot water heat-
ers, and the laundry and galley
equipment aboard the Enter-
prise, said it might run better.

“From my experience being on
ships, ships were meant to be out
to sea and they’re meant to
steam,” Hart said. “Once she

heats up, she
goes.… The best
thing for an old
ship like this is to
keep it running.”

The
first-of-its-kind
Summer Pulse
’04 exercise is
testing whether
he is right. The
Navy dispatched
seven carrier
strike groups
across the globe
in June in what is
a practice run of
the Navy’s new
strategy.

Typically, carri-
ers used to head
to sea for six
months. Then,
the ships would
go into the yards
for upgrades and
repairs. Some

ships could spend as long as two

years out of commission so that

workers could overhaul it.

Under the new plan, carriers

will still go on six-month deploy-

ments. But they also must be

ready to respond to a major crisis between those scheduled sea
tours. To do that, maintenance
overhauls will be spread out into
smaller chunks and much of the
work will be done in port rather
than in the shipyard.

Rear Adm. Barry McCullough,
commander of the Enterprise
strike group, said the new plan
makes sense.

“The ship is usually in better
material condition when it comes
home than it was when it left,”
McCullough said. “And we were
putting the ships right back in the
shipyard and tearing ’em up, for
what reason most of us couldn’t
figure out other than that’s the
way we always did it.

“So, when we looked at it we
said, ‘We don’t need to bring the
ship home and tear it up. Maybe
we only need to put it in the ship-
yard for six or nine weeks be-
cause there’s always things that
need to be maintained or fixed.’ ”

The Enterprise — the Navy’s
first nuclear-powered carrier —

is nearing the end of its
two-month deployment aimed at
testing the Navy’s ability to
launch strike groups any place in
the world in 30 days.

The Enterprise and Harry S.
Truman strike groups are in the
eastern Atlantic Ocean off the
coast of Morocco working with
naval forces from nine allied
countries, while other carriers
conduct operations in such places
as the Persian Gulf and the Pacif-
ic Ocean.

Capt. Rick Neidlinger, com-
mander of the Enterprise, said
the ship is in great shape, but the
hurried deployment has taught
crewmembers some lessons on
maintenance.

“When you have to be ready to
go all of the time, you can’t really
tear into big jobs,” he said.

Lt. Cmdr. Bill Chambers, the
Enterprise’s maintenance officer,
said there are advantages and dis-
advantages to the new plan when
it comes to the upkeep of a ship.

The drawback is that it requires
maintainers to prioritize their
jobs and it is labor intensive, he
said. The benefit is that the new
way is more efficient.

“It looks like a big effort on the
crew, which it is mentally plan-
ning and formulating ideas,” said
Chambers, who has 26 years in
the Navy. “But as far as when the
actual product is out, it’s a better
deal.”

However, Hart, who has 24
years of service, said crews really
won’t know the effects of the new
plan until ships go into the yards
for another overhaul. Many sail-
ors are learning as they go.

“Does it eventually catch up
with you?” he said. “Will it catch
up with you three years from
now?

“Who knows? This is one of
those things where we’ll just have
to wait and see.”

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:

schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Care of carriers
changes with
new fleet plan
Sailors who maintain ships list
pros, cons of rapid deployment

A Navy Prowler flies away from the Enterprise flight deck to make

another attempt to land on Monday in the eastern Atlantic Ocean. The

Enterprise is one of seven carrier groups participating in Summer

Pulse ’04, one of the largest naval exercises since the Cold War.

A U.S. sailor rests between

aircraft launches aboard the

Enterprise on Monday.
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1st ID GI gets jail time
BY LISA HORN

Stars and Stripes

Area support groups are seeking performers to represent their areas at the
U.S. Army Europe Battle of Bands and Stars of Tomorrow contests in Il-
lesheim, Germany, Aug. 21-22.

Each ASG may send two groups to the USAREUR competition and one per-
former for each of the Stars of Tomorrow’s nine categories.

At least half of a band’s members must be active-duty soldiers and the rest of
the band must be U.S. identification card holders over the age of 18.

Winners of the USAREUR competition will be eligible to compete at the
All-Army Battle of Bands Dec. 6-14 at Fort Belvoir, Va. Travel to the contest
will be funded by the Army Entertainment Division.

The Stars of Tomorrow contest is open to all U.S. ID card holders. The catego-
ries include: male vocal solo; female vocal solo; vocal duet; vocal solo, self-ac-
companied; vocal group; instrumental solo; instrumental group; specialty solo;
and specialty group.

Depending on the number of interested performers, ASGs may host qualify-
ing contests to determine who will advance to the USAREUR competition. For
more information, contact:

� 6th ASG, Stuttgart, Germany — Alan Buxkemper, DSN 421-2796 or civil-
ian 0711-7292

� 22nd ASG, Vicenza, Italy — Barry Robinson, DSN 634-7281 or civilian
0444-51-7281

� 26th ASG, Heidelberg, Germany — Geoffrey Larkin, DSN 373-7841 or ci-
vilian 06221-17-7841

� 80th ASG, Chièvres, Belgium — Harry Geesaman, DSN 361-5589 or civil-
ian 06827-5589

� 98th ASG, Würzburg, Germany — Jack Austin, DSN 469-8647 or civilian
0951-300-8647

� 104th ASG, Hanau, Germany — William Hauserman, DSN 322-8031 or ci-
vilian 06181-88-8031

The 100th ASG in Grafenwöhr, Germany, has already hosted its qualifying
contest; however, interested performers may still be considered. Contact
Randy Mayer at DSN 475-7137 or civilian 09641-83-7137 for details.

E-mail Lisa Horn at: hornl@mail.estripes.osd.mil

ASGs seeking talented performers

BY JESSICA INIGO

Stars and Stripes

A 1st Infantry Division soldier will spend
the next two years in jail after pleading
guilty to stealing nearly $68,000 from an
Iraqi bank he was guarding.

At his court-martial Monday in Würzburg,
Germany, Spc. Donald E. Gentry Jr. was con-
victed of larceny, knowingly concealing prop-
erty, conspiracy and making false state-
ments.

Gentry, of Company B, 2nd Battalion, 2nd
Infantry Regiment, also was reduced to E-1,
ordered to forfeit all pay and allowances, and
given a bad-conduct discharge.

According to court documents provided by
the 1st ID, Gentry stole $67,729 from the
Rasheed Bank while on guard duty during
deployment to Kirkuk, Iraq, on Aug. 18,
2003.

After taking the money, he divided it up
and conspired to hide it with three other sol-
diers. He also mailed some back to the States
and to Germany. He said he also burned
some of it to keep from getting caught.

Part of the duties of the infantry troops
was to guard the U.S. currency at the Iraqi
bank in Kirkuk.

One day, one of the bank tellers forgot to
secure her money box after leaving work, ac-
cording to court documents.

Another soldier, Spc. Fabian Zamora, first

noticed the money was left unsecured and
jumped over the teller’s booth to take it and
and show it to Gentry, as well as two other
troops, Spc. James Caldwell and Spc. Christo-
pher Knight, according to the documents.

All four soldiers talked about how the
money would make their lives better, but
they agreed that keeping the money was not
worth the risk, so Zamora put it back, accord-
ing to the court documents.

Later that night, however, Gentry went
back to see if the box was still there. Each of
the other soldiers took about $300, and Gen-
try kept the remaining $66,829 for himself,
the documents stated.

After taking the cash, Gentry and Caldwell
tried to conceal the crime by breaking a
wooden box that held the money and tossing
the box into a junkyard behind the bank.

An Iraqi boy later brought pieces of the
broken box back to the bank. The box was
tested by the Criminal Investigation Com-
mand, and Gentry’s fingerprint was found on
it, the court documents stated.

Gentry, despite knowing he took the
money, still thoroughly searched local Iraqi
homes along with other troops to help locate
the missing money before CID found his fin-
gerprint on the money box.

Caldwell, Knight and Zamora are pending
courts-martial, according to the legal office,
but no details have been released on their
cases.

E-mail Jessica Inigo at: inigoj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Specialist stole nearly $68,000 from Iraqi bank
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BY LISA BURGESS

Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — U.S. gov-
ernment officials have decided to
preserve forever the personnel
files of every military member
since 1885, and to allow public ac-
cess to such records 62 years
after official discharge or separa-
tion.

An agree-
ment designat-
ing these files as
permanent
records was
signed Thurs-
day by Archivist
of the United
States John Car-
lin and David
Chu, undersec-
retary of de-
fense for person-
nel and readi-
ness.

The National
Archives and
Records Admin-
istration will
maintain the
records forever,
according to
Greg Pomicter,
assistant for op-
erations in the
NARA’s Office
of Regional
Records Servic-
es.

Protecting personnel files is

crucial because they contain the

legal documents veterans and

their families need in order to

claim entitlements that may have

accrued from military service,

Pomicter said in a telephone inter-

view Monday from NARA’s Suit-

land, Md., headquarters.
Before the agreement was

signed, the U.S. government
would release only basic informa-
tion, such as dates of service.
Only the member himself, if
alive, or next-of-kin if the mem-
ber was dead, had access to the
entire file, Pomicter said.

Under the new policy, the pub-
lic will have ac-
cess to records
62 years after a
servicemem-
ber’s official dis-
charge or sepa-
ration — “a
wealth of infor-
mation” that
will appeal to a
variety of indi-
viduals, Pomict-
er said.

After a
six-month sur-
vey of records
requests, archi-
vists found that
the nature of re-
quests moved
from administra-
tive to historical
between 56
years and 62
years after the
servicemem-
ber’s separa-
tion, and went
with the higher

number to be safe.

People searching for genealogi-
cal data will find that the records
“give you a tremendous amount
of family history,” Pomicter said.

Personnel files contain such
things as medical information,
performance reports and disci-
plinary actions, as well as birth,

marriage and death records, and
adoption records and visas.

Academics and other research-
ers will be able to use the records
to reconstruct all sorts of informa-
tion, such as the demographic
composition of a specific military
unit and how it has changed over
time, Pomicter said.

But if a servicemember is still
alive after 62 years, the Privacy
Act of 1974 allows NAR officials
to redact, or black out, certain in-
formation, such as Social Security
numbers, Pomicter said.

“If we have any indication that
person is alive, we’ll be very care-
ful what’s released … to ensure
that there’s no unwarranted inva-
sion of a person’s privacy,”
Pomicter said.

It will take at least a decade for
government archivists to transfer
all 56 million eligible records to
the public domain.

That’s because before 1960,
DOD did not necessarily file its
personnel records by date of dis-
charge, requiring archivists to
sort through the jackets
one-by-one to discern whether
they meet the 62-year age require-
ment, Pomicter said.

The first major block of files —
nearly 1 million records for sail-
ors and Marines that date back to
World War I — will be released
this fall, Pomicter said.

To learn how to search records
maintained by the National Ar-
chives and Records Administra-
tion, including records that have
been archived electronically, go
to: www.archives.gov

E-mail Lisa Burgess at:
burgessl@stripes.osd.mil

BY VANESSA GERA

The Associated Press

WARSAW, Poland — The Unit-
ed States has signaled interest in
setting up a site in Poland as part
of its proposed missile defense
system, but Warsaw is awaiting a
formal proposal from Washington
before deciding whether to allow
such a facility on its soil, a govern-
ment spokesman said Tuesday.

Foreign Ministry spokesman
Boguslaw Majewski said Wash-
ington informally broached the
issue first late last year with Pol-
ish officials, but only in “very gen-
eral” terms.

“Americans have only outlined
ideas that they will locate in sever-
al parts of the world — and they
are also thinking about central Eu-
rope — elements of the potential
missile defense shield,” Majews-
ki said. “There is nothing con-
crete on the table at the time.”

A spokesman for the U.S. Em-
bassy in Warsaw, Jim Bond, also
confirmed that Poland and the
United States have talked about
potentially putting “anti-missile
defense” sites in Poland, but
stressed that “nothing has been
decided.”

Bond said he had no further de-
tails of the talks.

A system to defend against bal-
listic missiles is an essential part

of President Bush’s national secu-
rity policy.

Though it has not been as politi-
cally divisive as President Ronald
Reagan’s more elaborate “Star
Wars” program, Democrats com-
plain the administration is spend-
ing billions to deploy interceptors
without conducting adequate
tests to see if they will even work.

It was not clear whether the
United States was interested in
Poland as a site for ground-based
interceptor missiles or for some-
thing related, like a radar installa-
tion.

While Poland, a staunch U.S.
ally and a coalition partner in
Iraq, in principle favors hosting a
U.S. missile defense site, it will
not agree to any proposal that
could threaten regional stability,
Majewski said.

“As much as we are interested
in any form of military coopera-
tion that will bring additional se-
curity and stability both to Poland
and to the region as a whole, in
this concrete case we cannot say
more than let’s wait and see what
will be proposed,” Majewski said.

Poland will not accept any pro-
posal that would “heighten insecu-
rity in the region,” he added.

In the past, Russia has ex-
pressed concerns about U.S.
plans to build defenses against
ballistic missiles.

RICHARD SCHNEIDER/Courtesy of the NARA

Tom Fortunato of National Archives and Records Administration assists a Vietnam veteran during researcher
registration at the National Archives at College Park, Md. A new policy will allow the public access to records
62 years after a servicemember’s official discharge or separation.

Change of command for AFN South

VICENZA, Italy — Lt. Col. Scott F. Malcom will become the 12th
commanding officer of American Forces Network South during a cere-
mony Thursday at Caserma Ederle.

Malcom replaces Lt. Col. Derik W. Crotts, who will attend the Naval
War College in Newport, R.I. Malcom was previously assigned to the
Pentagon in the Army’s Office of the Chief for Public Affairs.

AFN South is a regional component of AFN Europe and manages
Army and Navy broadcast operations in Italy.

From staff reports

U.S. considering
Poland as site for
missile defense

National Archives to offer public
access to servicemembers’ files

If we have any

indication that

person is alive,

we’ll be very

careful what’s

released … to

ensure that

there’s no

unwarranted

invasion of

a person’s

privacy.

Greg Pomicter

Assistant for operations,

NARA’s Office of Regional

Records Services
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BY MARY DALRYMPLE

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Senate Republicans
prepared two versions of a constitutional
amendment on marriage Monday, unable
to agree among themselves on how best to
get a vote on a measure that President
Bush made an election-year priority for
Congress.

The likely outcome is that neither pro-
posal will get a direct vote after Democrats
just last week had agreed to allow one.

Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist,
R-Tenn., said there was “great interest”
among Republicans for a simpler ap-
proach that would add only one line to the
U.S. Constitution: “Marriage in the United
States shall consist only of the union of a
man and a woman.”

Democrats rejected Frist’s request to

hold votes on both it and the original ver-
sion that included another sentence: “Nei-
ther this Constitution, nor the constitution
of any state, shall be construed to require
that marriage or the legal incidence there-
of be conferred upon any union other than
the union of a man and a woman.”

Proponents of the amendment said they
included the second sentence to clarify
that state legislatures — but not courts —
could still establish laws recognizing civil
unions and domestic partnerships between
two people of the same sex.

“There’s been a considerable amount of
debate and a lot of scholarly thought and a
lot of constitutional experts that have been
approached as far as what would be the
best language,” said Sen. Wayne Allard,
R-Colo., who authored the original version.

Cheryl Jacques, president of the Human

Rights Campaign, the nation’s largest gay
political organization, said the last-minute
effort to get votes on two different versions
reflected a lack of care in drafting the
amendment.

“I think it is outrageous and frankly sur-
real that at the 11th hour in this debate,
they are literally rewriting the Constitu-
tion on the back of a napkin,” she said.

Democrats said opening the proposed
amendment to changes could open the Con-
stitution itself to other amendments rang-
ing from campaign finance to flag burning.

The only vote likely to occur now is a pro-
cedural one scheduled for Wednesday
aimed at forcing the Senate to act on the
amendment.

Republicans, who had already conceded
they lacked the two-thirds majority — or
67 votes — needed to advance a constitu-
tional amendment, would have to get 60
votes to go on to a vote on the issue itself.

Stars and Stripes

Ken Jennings, a software engi-
neer from Utah, surpassed $1 mil-
lion in winnings Tuesday on
“Jeopardy!,” a record for that
show.

In his 30th appearance on the
show since the beginning of his
marathon run June 2, Jennings
added $32,000 to his previous win-
nings of $972,960 for a grand total
of $1,004,960.

He sailed through the day’s cat-
egories, which included journal-
ism, capital city burials, foreign
animals and in-flight movies.

The Final Jeopardy category
was “Headlines in the last 40
years” and the answer was: “The
first two New York Times head-
lines set in 96-point type were in
these two years, five years apart.”
Although he posed an incorrect
question, Jennings’ accumulated

earnings put
him far
ahead of his
competitors.

The cor-
rect question
dealt with
the years
1969 and
1974, when
man walked
on the moon
and Presi-

dent Richard
M. Nixon resigned.

On Friday and again on Mon-
day, he tied the highest one-day
winnings record of $52,000, ac-
cording to the Cleveland Plain
Dealer.

A Seattle native who grew up in
South Korea — his father works
for an international law firm in
Seoul — Jennings watched “Jeop-
ardy!” on the U.S. Armed Forces

TV network, the Associated Press
reported Sunday.

Jennings appeared on “Late
Night with David Letterman”
Monday to read the Top Ten list:
Top Ten Ways To Irritate Alex
Trebek, including No. 1, “Insist
on buying a vowel.”

To mark the beginning of its
20th year in syndication last Sep-
tember, “Jeopardy!” lifted its
five-game limit, allowing winners
to keep going until they lose.

The original show, hosted by
Art Fleming, was created in 1964
by Merv Griffin, who also wrote
the show’s signature “think
theme.”

The previous record-holder
was Tom Walsh, 39 of Washing-
ton, D.C., who brought in
$184,900 in winnings from a
seven-day run in January.

The Associated Press contributed to
this report.

AP

Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist, R-Tenn.,

center, speaks at a marriage amendment

news conference on Capitol Hill Monday.

‘Jeopardy!’ contestant tops $1M

Senate GOP’s marriage amendment bid rejected

Jennings

Drug import bills

WASHINGTON — Lawmakers
get an opportunity this week to
cast election-year votes both for
and against allowing prescription
drug imports — roll calls they can
tout separately to voters at home
and to pharmaceutical companies
and officials helping finance
many of their campaigns.

An agriculture spending bill
currently has a provision opening
the way for imports by prevent-
ing the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration from blocking purchases
of FDA-approved drugs from Can-
ada and other countries. Those
imports generally carry prices
about one-third lower than those
charged in the United States.

But also scheduled this week is
a vote on approving a U.S.-Austra-
lia free-trade agreement, the first
trade pact to include specific pro-
visions dealing with non-tariff
market access issues related to
pharmaceuticals.

Both bills are likely to pass by
sizable majorities.

Food Pyramid rehaul

WASHINGTON — Most Ameri-
cans are familiar with the federal
Food Guide Pyramid — but a lot
of people don’t understand how to
use it.

Too many are confused by the
recommendations and can’t fig-
ure out how to implement them.
The proof, Agriculture Depart-
ment officials say, is that two out
of three Americans are fat.

So, as officials develop new
guidelines on healthy eating, they
also are looking for new ways to
get out the message. Replacing
the familiar food pyramid, first
published in 1992, may be among
them.

Agriculture Department offi-
cials talked about the problem of
the pyramid Monday.The depart-
ment is asking for public com-
ment on whether to replace the
pyramid or update it, said Eric
Hentges, director of the Agricul-
ture Department’s Center for Nu-
trition Policy and Promotion.

From The Associated Press

IN THE STATES
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BY NEDRA PICKLER

The Associated Press

BOSTON — The Democratic National
Convention will spotlight John Kerry’s
public service, with particular emphasis
on the Massachusetts senator’s time in the
military, and include speeches by two
former presidents and his family, the cam-
paign said Tuesday.

As the United
States tries to repair
relationships with its
allies and braces for
the possibility of an-
other terrorist at-
tack, the campaign
said that the July
26-29 convention
will be centered
around the theme of
“Stronger at Home,
Respected in the
World.”

The opening night
will feature former Presidents Carter and

Clinton and former Vice President Al Gore.

Kerry plans to cap the four-day gather-

ing of more than 4,300 delegates with an

acceptance speech outlining his vision to

improve the nation’s standing at home
and abroad. But with many voters still un-
familiar with Kerry despite more than
two years of campaigning, the convention
also has been designed to help people get
to know his biography, including his expe-
rience as prosecutor, a lieutenant gover-
nor, a senator and a decorated Naval offic-
er in Vietnam.

Kerry’s address is to be led by his
daughters and stepsons and some of the
crewmates from his Navy swiftboat in
Vietnam, who have been familiar faces on
the campaign trail. He is scheduled to be
introduced by former Sen. Max Cleland of
Georgia.

Kerry told supporters at a fund-raiser
Monday that he welcomes a debate about
patriotism with President Bush and Vice
President Dick Cheney.

“The flag of the United States of Ameri-
ca that I fought under, that streamed out
behind my gun turret, that has covered
the coffins of friends, that flag doesn’t be-
long to the president, it doesn’t belong to a
party, it doesn’t belong to an ideology,”
Kerry said. “It is a symbol of the strength
of a nation of diversity and tolerance, of a
democracy that has dissent, alternative
ideas, and we are going to reclaim that
flag for the United States of America.”

BY SCOTT LINDLAW

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Bush is
courting rural voters in Michigan, Minne-
sota and Wisconsin, closely shadowing
rival John Kerry’s recent Midwestern
tour and trying to outflank the Democrat
on his claim that he is the champion of
“conservative values.”

Bush refers to Kerry as “the senator
from Massachusetts” — a dig meant to re-
inforce Bush’s assertion that Kerry is out
of touch with Middle America. Bush car-
ries that message on Tuesday to Michi-
gan’s Upper Peninsula, a sparsely populat-
ed region no sitting president has visited in
more than 90 years.

Bush won the Upper Peninsula, accord-
ing to his campaign, but lost Michigan by
about 5 percentage points, and he wants
its 17 electoral votes in his column this
year. He was trumpeting what he views as
an improving economy in a region that is
heavily blue collar, with many jobs sup-
ported by shipping and ironworks.

Yet the region leans strongly Republi-
can, exemplifying the troubles Democrats
have in rural America.

Bush then heads west to Minnesota, the

state where Kerry declared earlier this
month that he represented conservative
values that rural Americans hold dear.

Jennifer Millerwise, a Bush campaign
spokeswoman, said that claim didn’t square
with Kerry’s positions on taxes, medical
malpractice reform and other issues.

“When you look at
all these critical is-
sues to this part of
America, John Ker-
ry’s positions stand in
stark contrast to those
of President Bush,”
Millerwise said.

The spokeswoman
pointed to Kerry’s at-
tendance last week at
a celebrity fund-rais-
er in New York City
in which celebrities
bashed Bush.

“John Kerry one week was in America’s
heartland saying ‘I share your conserva-
tive values’ and then in New York City at a
Hollywood hate-fest where there was vul-
gar language and actors on stage attacking
the president,” Millerwise said.

Bush makes a second bus trip on
Wednesday through Wisconsin, a state he
lost in 2000 by fewer than 6,000 votes.

Bush

Kerry

BY WILL LESTER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Bush is viewed
by more American voters as decisive and arro-
gant than Democratic rival John Kerry, accord-
ing to an Associated Press poll. Voters are more
likely to see Kerry as intelligent.

Asked who makes them feel more optimistic
about the future, slightly more voters choose
Bush than Kerry, the poll conducted for the AP
by Ipsos-Public Affairs found. Both candidates
are viewed as wealthy by nearly all voters, with
slightly more seeing Bush as wealthy than Kerry.

Two-thirds in the poll think the president is de-
cisive, the biggest character advantage the presi-
dent has over Kerry in the poll. But a majority, 52
percent, also say they think Bush is arrogant.

“The quality I like about the president is he
knows what he wants, and he focuses on what he
wants to do. He’s not wishy-washy,” said Sam
Werzberger, a 26-year-old independent from
New York City, who hasn’t decided for whom he
will vote.
“I’ve seen
very little of
Kerry, but
he seems to
say what peo-
ple want to
hear.”

The poll
asked voters whether they would or would not use
each of seven words — likable, intelligent, deci-
sive, compassionate, honest, arrogant and
wealthy — to describe Bush and then Kerry.

Kerry and Bush are closely matched on qualities
like compassion, honesty and likability. But Bush
has a 22-point edge over Kerry on the question of
who is decisive. Two-thirds said Bush is decisive
and fewer than half said that of Kerry.

As Kerry prepares to introduce himself to the
public at the Democratic National Convention in
two weeks, one of his biggest obstacles is convinc-
ing voters he can provide the kind of firm leader-
ship needed in a time of war and terrorism.

Bush’s confidence and unwillingness to change
his stand despite opposition are viewed negative-
ly by some. A majority, 52 percent, said he’s arro-
gant, more than the 44 percent who view Kerry
that way.

Four in five voters, 83 percent, say Kerry is in-
telligent, compared with 63 percent who view
Bush as intelligent.

Nine in 10 voters view the president as wealthy
while nearly as many, 85 percent, see Kerry as
wealthy.

Bush trumpets conservatism

Kerry to highlight his service

Poll looks at voters’

views on candidates

More States
stories on
Page 23
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BY IAN MADER

The Associated Press

BANGKOK, Thailand — The World
Health Organization said Tuesday the
world has “failed miserably” in providing
life-saving drugs to millions afflicted with
HIV, while France accused the United
States of bullying poor countries into ced-
ing rights to make cheap generic AIDS
drugs.

A U.S. official denied the French allega-
tion at the International AIDS Conference
as “nonsense,” while meeting delegates la-
mented that only about 7 percent of the 6
million people in poor countries who ur-
gently need antiretroviral treatment are
getting it.

“The biggest threat to our livelihood, our
happiness is AIDS,” actor Richard Gere
told the conference. “A vicious terrorist is
out there. It is not Osama bin Laden, it is
AIDS.”

Since the last AIDS conference in Barce-
lona in 2002, the number of people being
treated for the disease has doubled in the
developing world to 440,000. At the same
time, 6 million people died from the virus
and 10 million people became infected,
WHO figures show.

“By these measures of human life, the
ones that really matter, we have failed.
And we have failed miserably to do enough
in the precious time that has passed since
Barcelona,” said Jim Kim, WHO’s AIDS di-
rector.

Cost is a key issue. European and U.S.
pharmaceutical giants make most of the
drugs, which are protected by patents and
can cost as much as $5,000 per person a
year. But many companies have slashed
AIDS drug prices in recent years, and
have given some away free in Africa.

Developing countries such as Thailand,
Brazil and India are making cheap generic

drugs — the WHO put its seal of approval
on four new generic Indian products Tues-
day — but they are not enough to reach ev-
erybody.

An estimated 38 million people are in-
fected with HIV, mostly in poor countries:
25 million in sub-Saharan Africa and 7.2
million in Asia.

In a statement read out at the confer-

ence, Chirac said forcing certain countries
“to drop these measures in the framework
of bilateral trade negotiations would be tan-
tamount to blackmail.”

“We should implement the (WTO) gener-
ic drug agreement to consolidate price re-
ductions ... what is the point of starting
treatment without any guarantee of having
quality and affordable drugs in the long
term?” Chirac said.

World Trade Organization rules give de-
veloping countries the flexibility to ignore
foreign patents and produce copies of ex-
pensive drugs in times of health crises. All
WTO members including the United States
have signed an agreement to respect that
clause.

But there is nothing to prevent a country
from imposing patent restrictions in a bilat-
eral trade agreement, such as one Washing-
ton is negotiating with Thailand.

France’s global ambassador on AIDS,
Mireille Guigaz, said Chirac was not trying
to create tension with Washington.

“The United States wants to put pres-
sure on developing countries who try to
stand up for their own industries,” Guigaz
said. “This is a problem.”

A U.S. official who declined to be named
called the French allegations “nonsense,”
and insisted the trade agreements will con-
form to WTO rules allowing poor countries
to make generic drugs.

“There really is no issue,” he said.

Arrest of 3 aid ship officials
draws international criticism

BY MARK LAVIE

The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Cartographers
have begun redrawing the
planned route of the West Bank
separation barrier closer to Israel,
in line with an Israeli court ruling
that the government must reduce
hardship for Palestinian residents,
officials said Tuesday.

Later this week, planners will
present three different options for
a new route to the Defense Minis-
try for approval, security officials
said on condition of anonymity.
All three routes are significantly
closer to Israel than the original
path.

“We’re looking at ways to bring

the fence closer to the Green
Line,” said Foreign Ministry offi-
cial Gideon Meir, referring to Isra-
el’s pre-1967 Mideast War frontier
with the West Bank.

Hassan Abu Libdeh, the Pales-
tinian Cabinet secretary, said Isra-
el must build the barrier entirely
on its territory, and that any chang-
es falling short of that are unac-
ceptable.

Also Tuesday, Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon made overtures to
two religious parties to join his
shaky coalition, a day after he
made a similar offer to the moder-
ate Labor Party, political sources
said. In courting religious parties,
Sharon apparently was trying to
defuse opposition in his Likud
Party to bringing in Labor.

The West Bank barrier is to run
for 425 miles. One-fourth has al-
ready been built. The changes will
be made mainly in the section still
in the planning stages.

Israeli officials said the plan-
ners’ decisions were based on the
criteria established by Israel’s Su-
preme Court in a ruling last
month, and that last week’s world
court decision on the barrier was
not a factor. “What counts is the
decision of the Supreme Court of
the state of Israel,” said Meir.

Israel’s high court said the barri-
er could be built to keep out Pales-
tinian attackers, but that the route
caused too much hardship for Pal-
estinians. The world court said in
an advisory ruling that the barrier
is illegal and must be dismantled.

Planners begin redrawing route
for West Bank wall closer to Israel

BY AIDAN LEWIS

The Associated Press

AGRIGENTO, Sicily — The ar-
rest of three officials of an interna-
tional aid ship that disembarked
37 Africans on the Sicilian coast
provoked an outcry Tuesday,
with politicians, aid groups and
the Vatican saying the move vio-
lated humanitarian principles.

The ship run by the German
aid agency Cap Anamur had been
stranded at sea since June 20. On
Monday, after weeks of debate
over who should accept the Afri-
cans, the ship won permission to
dock in Sicily.

Italian authorities immediately
arrested the ship’s captain, its
first mate, and the head of the aid
agency for aiding illegal immigra-
tion.

Police said some of the Afri-
cans are from Ghana and Nigeria
but lied and said they came from

Sudan’s troubled Darfur region,
which the United Nations has de-
scribed as having the worst hu-
manitarian crisis in the world.

“The captain and the ship
owner could not ascertain the ori-
gin of the 37 immigrants rescued
in the Mediterranean and they
just took note of what was said to
them,” said defense lawyer Salva-
tore Filippini La Rosa, according
to the ANSA news agency.

In Germany officials expressed
dismay at the arrest. A spokes-
woman of the Foreign Minister in
Berlin said an official was sent to
Sicily “to provide consular sup-
port for those involved.”

“Humanitarian actions must
not be criminalized,” said a joint
statement from Germany’s feder-
al Development Minister Heide-
marie Wieczorek-Zeul and
Harald Schartau, the economics
minister of North Rhine-Westpha-
lia, where the Cap Anamur orga-
nization is based.

Suitcase appears to yield Beatles bounty

WHO: World has failed in AIDS treatment

The Associated Press

LONDON — All you need is luck.
A vacationer who purchased a suitcase at an Aus-

tralian flea market found a trove of Beatles memora-
bilia inside, including photos, concert programs and
unreleased recordings, The Times newspaper re-
ported Tuesday.

While the materials have yet to be authenticated,
some experts believe the collection is the lost “Mal
Evans archive,” originally belonging to the Beatles’
roadie and sound recordist.

Evans was killed by police in Los Angeles in 1976
after he had brandished a fake gun. The contents of
the suitcase were lost during the police investiga-
tion, The Times said.

Fraser Claughton, 41, from Tinkerton, England,
found the suitcase in a small town outside of Mel-
bourne, The Times said.

Realizing the suitcase was not empty, he bought it
for about $36.

“It’s like finding the end of the rainbow in Austra-
lia,” The Times quoted Claughton as saying. “I spot-
ted one tatty old suitcase, which frankly I wouldn’t
have given house room, but when I picked it up
there was something in it.”

The 4 ½ hour reel-to-reel tape recording includes
John Lennon and Paul McCartney experimenting
with alternative versions of some previously unre-
corded tracks. The collection also includes previous-
ly unknown versions of new recordings of “We Can
Work It Out” and “Cry Baby Cry.”

The tapes, labeled “Abbey Road... not for re-
lease,” will be evaluated by the Beatles’ record
label, Apple, and examined by experts to determine
their origin and authenticity.

IN THE WORLD

AP

African immigrants appear from the German Cap Anamur aid ship as

they dock Monday in the Sicilian Harbour of Porto Empedocle, Italy.

AP

Accompanied by Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, left, U.N. General Secretary

Kofi Annan, reviews the honor guard Tuesday during a welcoming ceremony at Govern-

ment House in Bangkok, Thailand. Annan is in Thailand for an official visit and to attend

the 15th International AIDS Conference in Bangkok.
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Doonesbury  BY GARRY TRUDEAU

More soldiers needed
In response to the July 8 article, “De-

spite congressional worries about troops,
Pentagon holds fast in denying need for
draft”: It is good to see that the Pentagon
feels that the Army doesn’t need any more
soldiers, and a draft is not needed. I think
this is really interesting, since the people
making these decisions aren’t the ones
that are being deployed. They feel that the
Army is the right size, but I don’t see them
deploying to Iraq for a second time.

I have a soldier in my unit who was in
Iraq for the war, and made a permanent
change of station to my unit, just four
months before we deployed, and now he is
here again. Statistics show that of the
troops scheduled for the next rotation, 55
percent have been here before, and we
still have people that haven’t been here
yet.

They say we don’t need any more sol-
diers, yet we are the only branch of ser-
vice that is recalling personnel that
haven’t completed their eight-year con-
tract. To me that looks like we need a larg-
er Army.

In the article, David Chu (undersecre-
tary of Defense for personnel and readi-
ness) was quoted as saying that the
strength of today’s U.S. military rests on
its all-volunteer nature, and “I cannot see
the merit of replacing these fine volun-
teers with people who don’t want to volun-
teer.” The “all-volunteer” nature disap-
peared when the Army invoked
“stop-loss” and started recalling Individu-
al Ready Reserves. Isn’t that bringing in
people who don’t want to volunteer? If
they did want to volunteer, they would
have re-enlisted instead of getting out of
the service.

I totally support bringing back the draft.
I think everyone should do a tour of duty
in the service, but it should be changed so
that people who are in college or have polit-
ical connection cannot avoid the draft.
That would never happen though, because
Congress members don’t want their loved
ones sent in harm’s way. How many Con-
gress members have a family member in
the military service? The last count was
one.

I saw an interview with Gen. (Peter)
Schoomaker (Army chief of staff) about a
month ago on “20/20,” dressed in desert
combat uniform — I didn’t know that
there was a desert in Virginia — stating
that he is having to deal with the “hard-
ships” of deployment, because he can’t
have his family with him in Washington,
D.C. That doesn’t seem to be too much of a
hardship, I’m sure that he makes enough
money that he can fly to see them, or have
them flown to see him. I sure can’t do that
here in Baghdad, I have to wait my turn
for a measly two weeks leave, which will
be charged, out of 52 weeks, to see my fam-
ily.

Staff Sgt. Corey L. Baker

Baghdad

Calling up civilians
What a shame that after faithfully com-

pleting eight years of combined active and
Reserve military service that Todd Par-
rish is drafted against his will because he
“neglected to resign.” (“Ex-Army reserv-
ist sues to avoid recall,” July 10.)

The former lieutenant fulfilled his obli-
gation for what he signed up for and clear-
ly prefers and deserves to be a civilian. It
does not take a moral theologian to deter-
mine what the Army is doing here is ques-
tionable.

I will gladly make a contribution to Mr.
Parrish’s defense fund as he fights for his
well-earned freedom. It is clear that we
are taking extreme measures to plus up
the military in the fight against terrorism.
Perhaps instead of calling up civilians who
have completed their military service we
should hold the rest of the world account-
able for doing their part in the war against
terrorism.

If nothing else, Mr. Parrish’s experience
serves as a valuable lesson for those offic-
ers who fulfill their obligation — don’t for-
get to resign on your way out. Fight the
good fight, Mr. Parrish.

Michael Heninger

Baghdad

AAFES gas prices

The correlation between U.S. fuel prices
and AAFES fuel prices, which the Army
and Air Force Exchange Service uses to
justify its monthly fuel prices, is absurd.
While U.S. fuel and German fuel may look
and smell the same, it is fundamentally dif-
ferent in its composition and pricing.

The cost of fuel in the United States is a
function of production costs and taxes,
taxes that are substantially lower than Eu-
ropean taxes. The cost of fuel in America
is determined in a large part by oil prices,
but is also affected by taxes and the EPA
Tier 2 Vehicle and Gasoline Sulfur Pro-
gram. There are currently 15 states that
have clean fuel programs that require spe-
cific fuel blends known as “boutique
fuels” or more commonly as reformulated

fuels. Due to the abundance of low-cost
fuel in the United States over the past few
decades, there has been little commercial
investment in expanding the oil refinery
capacity in the United States. Generic
grades of gasoline can no longer be
mass-produced due to the requirements in
some states for boutique fuel blends. In-
stead, multiple blends are produced at
lower volumes, which raise the production
costs for everyone.

The high cost of AAFES fuel can be di-
rectly attributed to profit taking. AAFES
purchases fuel tax-free from Esso Germa-
ny. This fuel has two forms: fuel coupons
used on the economy and fuel purchased
in bulk that is available at the gas station
on post.

Using the Freedom of Information Act, I
obtained AAFES cost for fuel during May
2004. My request to AAFES was simple:
What is your cost for fuel in Schweinfurt,
Germany, during the month of May? Ad-
justed for currency, quantity and the deliv-
ery charge, AAFES’s cost for fuel pur-
chased with fuel coupons for the month of
May was $1.43, $1.51, $1.67, and $1.42 per
gallon for regular, super, super-plus and
diesel fuel, respectively. For bulk fuel pur-
chased at your local installation, the costs
are $1.05, $1.13, and $1.36 per gallon for
the regular, super and super-plus grades
of fuel. The markup for fuel purchased
using fuel coupons was $0.44 to $0.60 per
gallon. The markup for fuel purchased on
post was $0.78 to $0.91 per gallon.

To put this in perspective, if your fuel
tank capacity is 13 gallons, AAFES’ gross
profit for each fill-up of super grade fuel is
$6.82 if purchased using fuel coupons, and
$11.78, if purchased on post.

I do not think that anyone has a problem
with AAFES making a reasonable profit,
because this allows AAFES to operate ex-
changes at a loss in combat zones and
smaller communities.

AAFES should sell us gas at a reason-
able price. But just because people in Cali-
fornia pay $2.50 or more for gas does not
mean that we should too. Gas prices went
up June 1 and now again July 6 while the
average cost in the U.S. has decreased.

Scott Spahr

Schweinfurt, Germany

Cheaper phone rates
In the “Stripes Service Directory —

Your daily guide to navigating the Europe-
an Business Market,” a calling service ad-
vertises “The Lowest Phone Rates to the
USA (48 States)” at 4.5 cents per minute
from Germany to the USA.

They are not the lowest. Readers can
call the USA from Germany for 2.1 euro
cents per minute — or less — by using pri-
vate providers. For example, callers can
dial the prefix 01079 or 01015 plus 001 and
then the area code and the 7-digit number
being called. Example:
01015-001-xxx-xxx-xxxx.

Try it. It works.

Robert W. Reid

Walldorf, Germany
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Mallard Fillmore  BY BRUCE TINSLEY

WASHINGTON

T
he Senate Intelligence Commit-
tee’s scathing critique of the CIA’s
inaccurate and unsubstantiated
claims concerning weapons of

mass destruction in Iraq has brought a new
dimension to the de-
bate over whether the
Bush administration
should be held account-
able for launching a
pre-emptive strike
based on a non-exis-
tent threat.

Given the certainty
with which the agency
posed the dangers of
chemical, biological
and probably nuclear
programs from Sadd-
am Hussein, the an-
swer should be no. But

that won’t stop the president’s opponents
from contending that Bush should have
known despite the Senate taking some of the
sting out of that argument.

What has been suspected for some time
seems clear now: that Bush and Secretary of
State Colin Powell based their own charges
about WMD to Congress and the United Na-
tions on agency reports that were overstat-
ed, distorted, inadequate, unreliable and, in
some instances, omitted crucial contradicto-
ry information.

Furthermore, the Senate report certifies
as never before that the CIA is a failed insti-
tution that needs dramatic overhaul sooner
rather than later. Until now much of the criti-
cism focused on the FBI’s failure to heed
signs that might have headed off the Sept.
11, 2001, attack. It now appears that the CIA
was equally as culpable and derelict in its as-

sessment of the overseas threat.
At one point, the CIA failed to disclose to

the president that the relatives of Iraqi scien-
tists and even a defecting scientist had stat-
ed unequivocally that Saddam had aban-
doned efforts to develop chemical and biolog-
ical weapons, as he had the program to build
a nuclear capability. At another juncture,
the agency’s higher-ups discouraged inter-
nal questions about the reliability of a key in-
formant. Rarely has there been a more dev-
astating disclosure of failure and national
disservice that stretches back to the Clinton
administration if not further. Sen. Hillary
Rodham Clinton told reporters that her hus-
band felt that he had failed to receive ade-
quate information about Iraq and terrorism.

In some instances, the committee believes
that analysts may have deliberately distort-
ed evidence to support the claims of WMD
presence, leading the investigators to con-
clude that the CIA had become an advocate
for war rather than trying to remain objec-
tive in its reports to Bush.

One instance of outright deception cited
by the bipartisan committee concerned Pow-
ell’s assertion to the United Nations that Iraq
had mobile biological weapons labs and that
a shipment of Iraq-bound aluminum tubes
was evidence of a new nuclear program.
The CIA argued that the tubes were to be
used to help enrich uranium and when ex-
perts disagreed, arguing the tubes were for
conventional rockets, the CIA hired its own
analysts. Ultimately, despite a dissent from
his own department, Powell used the tubes
to back up WMD claims before the U.N.

Until now administration critics have con-
tended that the White House put its own
spin on shaky information to support its case
against Saddam. However, the Senate com-
mittee found no evidence of White House

pressure on the CIA to alter reports or bol-
ster its claims. That alone should absolve the
president of allegations that he deliberately
lied to the American public to support his
agenda for removing Saddam. …

No commander in chief can operate with-
out proper intelligence. Robert E. Lee pri-
vately blamed his cavalry commander, Gen.
J.E.B. Stuart, for failing to provide adequate
reports on Union strength and position at
Gettysburg and the Civil War might have
ended sooner had Abraham Lincoln not re-
ceived overstated Pinkerton estimates of the
size of the Army of Northern Virginia.

Whether an accurate assessment of the

WMD situation would have deterred the in-
vasion of Iraq is anyone’s guess. The presi-
dent has replied only that Saddam was such
a constant deterrent to stability, supporter of
terrorism and murderer of his own people
that the world is a safer place without him.
… If the CIA reported accurately that there
was no evidence of WMD capacity, it might
have given the administration pause. It is a
good bet Powell and others would have ad-
vised against the invasion.

Unfortunately for Bush, his reliance on
this flawed agency may cost him big time, al-
beit unfairly.

Dan Thomasson is a former editor
of the Scripps Howard News Service.

Need is great, so anti-gay DOD rule must be retired

Dan Thomasson

Report on CIA woes should take heat off Bush

BY NATHANIEL FRANK

I
n a move some are calling a “backdoor
draft,” the Pentagon has announced it
will issue mandatory recalls to more
than 5,600 Army troops for deploy-

ment to Iraq and Afghanistan. The use of
these soldiers from the Individual Ready Re-
serve is the latest step military leaders are
taking to maintain adequate troop strength
for our continuing battles in the Middle
East. Thousands of servicemembers have
had their tours of duty extended beyond the
terms of their contracts. Stop-loss orders
were issued to delay scheduled discharges.
And Congress recently approved increasing
the size of the Army by 20,000 recruits.

As military and political leaders struggle
to address critical troop shortages in the
Middle East, they should consider the re-
sults of a data analysis just released by the
Center for the Study of Sexual Minorities in
the Military of the University of California
at Santa Barbara. Our report, which ana-
lyzed data obtained from the Defense Man-
power Data Center through a Freedom of In-
formation Act request, revealed that the mili-
tary is losing mission-critical combat and
support specialists because of the ban on
openly gay soldiers. What is particularly
troubling about the results is that the “don’t
ask, don’t tell” policy, which requires the dis-
charge of known gays and lesbians, is oust-
ing troops in the same occupational special-
ties as servicemembers who are being invol-
untarily recalled from civilian life.

The Pentagon’s recalls are targeting spe-
cialists with needed skills in intelligence, en-
gineering, medicine, administration, trans-
portation, security, and other key support
and logistical areas. Under the gay ban, the
military has expelled thousands of just such
troops: 268 in intelligence; 57 in combat engi-

neering; 331 in medical treatment; 255 in ad-
ministration; 292 in transportation; 232 in
military police and security; and 420 in sup-
ply and logistics since 1998. It also booted 88
language specialists (many of them Ara-
bic-language translators and interrogators);
49 nuclear, biological and chemical warfare
experts; 52 missile guidance and control op-
erators; and 150 rocket, missile and other ar-
tillery specialists.

In certain badly needed specialties, the
military could have avoided involuntary re-
calls altogether if it had not expelled compe-
tent gay troops in those fields: It is recalling
72 soldiers in communication and naviga-
tion but expelled 115 gay troops in that cate-
gory; 33 in operational intelligence but ex-
pelled 50 gays; 33 in combat operations con-
trol but expelled 106.

In total, while the Army is set to recall

5,674 troops from the Individual Ready Re-
serve, 6,273 troops have been discharged for
being gay, lesbian or bisexual since 1998.

The forced extension of military service
comes at great cost to America’s troops and
its mission. We now depend heavily on re-
servists and National Guard troops, who
have less training, higher stress levels and
lower morale. Members of the IRR are even
less prepared and less cohesive, because
they have not been training with a unit while
out of the service. The “don’t ask, don’t tell”
policy, in short, puts discrimination against
competent soldiers above the combat readi-
ness of the entire force.

Early in the current conflict, the Pentagon
issued stop-loss orders to maintain troop
strength as the nation went to war. But so de-
termined was the military to spare its ranks
the mark of homosexuality that the order ex-

plicitly excepted gay discharges from the
stop loss, allowing their expulsions to contin-
ue. Yet gay-discharge figures, which have
skyrocketed under “don’t ask, don’t tell,”
have sagged during the war itself, as they
have in every war since World War II. Why?
Because commanders in the field, focused
on winning the battles at hand, clearly have
turned a blind eye to the policy. They know
what nearly every expert admits: When unit
cohesion matters most, sexual orientation is
the furthest thing from anyone’s mind.

It’s time to call on Congress, which wrote
the current gay ban into law, to put national
security before discrimination against patri-
otic gay Americans ready to serve their
country.

Nathaniel Frank is a senior research fellow at the
Center for the Study of Sexual Minorities in the
Military at the University of California at Santa Bar-
bara and is writing a book on “don’t ask, don’t tell.”
This column first appeared in The Washington Post.
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Kate Hanser, left, performs the

Highland Fling along woth Paul

Graf, center, and Greg Graf during

the 49th annual Grandfather Moun-

tain Highland Games and Gathering

of Scottish Clans near Linville, N.C.

Nuke tanks leaking

SC
COLUMBIA — Fif-
teen tanks holding

deadly atomic waste at a nu-
clear weapons complex
along the Savannah River
have cracked, rusted or
leaked, according to federal
inspection reports.

Some of the cracks
date to the 1950s, when
the steel tanks first went
into use at the Savan-
nah River Site. But
inspection reports say some leaks
have been found in the past three
years.

In 2001, 92 gallons of radioactive
waste leaked through a
40-year-old tank into a contain-
ment area. Six leak sites were
found on the 750,000-gallon,
24-foot high steel tank.

Secondary containment systems
have kept radioactive poisons from
getting into groundwater. But a
containment system failed in 1960,
and the waste leaked into the
ground, the reports said.

The 300-square-mile federal
weapons complex has 51 steel
tanks holding 37 million gallons of
waste, including uranium, cesium
and plutonium.

Sex sauna shuttered

NY
A state appeals court in
Manhattan has shut down a

reputed gay sex sauna in the Wall
Street area after its management
failed to keep a promise that al-
leged high-risk sexual activity
there would be stopped.

The Supreme Court’s Appellate
Division granted the city’s nui-
sance abatement petition and
closed the Wall Street Sauna after
health department undercover in-
spectors reported seeing 33 acts of
high-risk sex there since June
2003.

The health department, with
court permission, closed the sauna
Feb. 2 “as part of its ongoing effort
to combat AIDS,” a city law depart-
ment statement said. Eighteen of
the sex acts occurred after a Sept.
11, 2003, warning letter to the club,
the statement said.

On Feb. 11, 2004, Justice Louis
York let part of the sauna, which is
at Broadway and Maiden Lane, re-
open on the condition that all sexu-
al activity would be barred. But in
April, a Department of Health and
Mental Hygiene investigator re-
portedly saw more high-risk sex.

The sauna’s entry fee, which in-
cluded a locker, was $11, said a
man who answered the telephone.

Still seeking justice

FL
JACKSONVILLE — The
son of a black maid who was

killed during race riots 40 years
ago has gotten another rejection in
his campaign against three white
men who were indicted on murder
charges but never stood trial.

State Attorney Harry Shorstein
wrote to Shelton Chappell, son of
Johnnie May Chappell, that he is
“saddened by … this historically
tragic loss” but will not reopen the
1964 case.

Shelton Chappell, who was just 4
months old when his mother was
killed, said he was disappointed
but will continue to seek justice.

“I’m not going to stop,” he told
The Florida Times-Union. “We’ve
come this far, and my mother de-
serves better than this.”

Johnnie May Chappell was shot
March 1964 during race riots as
black protesters demonstrated at
hotels and restaurants demanding

equal rights.
Four men were indicted but only

one went to trial. A jury convicted
the confessed shooter, J.W. Rich,
of manslaughter, and he spent
three years in prison.

Teen remains in coma

WI
MILWAUKEE — A
14-year-old boy suffered

brain injuries and a fractured skull
in the second severe beating by a
mob in this city in less than a week.

The boy, who was attacked a few
blocks from the site of a fatal mob
beating in 2002, remained in a
coma.

The attack began as a shoving
match between the teen and a
younger boy at a recreation pro-
gram, the victim’s older sister told
the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel.
The sister did not want to be identi-
fied.

The younger boy ran to get older
relatives. One man, in his early to
mid-20s, hit the 14-year-old over
the head with a piece of lumber, po-
lice said.

Twenty people were there but it
was unclear how many were in-
volved in the fight. Milwaukee po-
lice were looking for a man consid-
ered a suspect in the case but had
not made any arrests, Capt. Micha-
el Young said.

Vandals in village

VT
WEST BURKE — Village
trustees just want a little

peace and quiet.

They say groups of
young people are van-
dalizing property,

using foul language
and intimidating chil-

dren in the local park —
and it’s time to nip the
problem in the bud.

The board of trustees
had a meeting with resi-

dents, Vermont State Police
Lt. George Hacking and Con-
stable Paul Gallant to discuss
the issue.

Board of trustees Chairman
Mike Harris said a group of young-
sters has formed a “gang,” which
is the core of the problem.

He said he has talked with princi-
pals at schools in Burke, Sutton
and Newark. They all said they
have noticed some children wear-
ing bandanas and trying to recruit
other, younger students.

Gallant and the state police have
been focusing on West Burke for
the past month and the situation
has improved some, Harris said.

Held for ransom

CA
POMONA — Fourteen sus-
pected illegal immigrants

and seven others suspected of hold-
ing them for ransom were discov-
ered in a raid on a Pomona home,
police said.

Police went to the house after re-
ceiving a tip that illegal immi-
grants were being held against
their will after paying $1,500 to
$3,000 to be transported to the
United States, said police Sgt. A.C.
Cox.

Scholl fund use queried

TX
FORT WORTH — Critics
are questioning the use of

the state’s Permanent School Fund
to help lure a massive Wal-Mart
distribution center to Baytown.

In the deal, the Permanent
School Fund will buy a 2 million
square foot facility from Wal-Mart
for a projected $80 million and
lease it back to the retailer for 30 to
40 years, with the rent payments
going to the fund.

Details of the transaction were
obtained through a Texas Public
Information Act request filed by
the Fort Worth Star-Telegram.

Since the fund is tax-exempt,
local cities, counties and school dis-
tricts can’t collect taxes on the land
or the building. And unlike most lo-
cally approved tax breaks,
Wal-Mart isn’t required to meet in-
vestment or job-creation goals.

Historic site unearthed

VA
ROANOKE — Archaeolo-
gists have uncovered pot-

tery pieces, spear tips made of
quartz and a large cooking area in
an American Indian settlement dat-
ing back to the 13th century.

The dig is the latest of several
that have taken place over the last
few decades along the Roanoke
River. A series of floods, which
may have forced the group to
leave, protected the artifacts and
kept them from becoming mixed
with the remnants of later civiliza-
tions, said Bill Stanyard, a senior
archaeologist at the site.

Stanyard’s team of a dozen ar-
chaeologists plan to continue exca-
vating the 8,000-square-foot site
for the next several weeks.

When the dig is complete, the set-
tlement will be mapped and the ar-
tifacts will be stored by the Virgin-
ia Department of Historic Resourc-
es to be made available to research-
ers or museums. The site will then
be wiped out when the river chan-
nel is widened for flood reduction.

First-grader Mathew Sie, 6, from

Chino Hills, Calif., keeps a sharp eye

on his test questionaire during the annual Kumon Math Challenge at the

University of Southern California.

This black-crowned night heron works to

swallow a spot it picked up while patrolling the

shallow waters of Town Creek, in Beaufort, N.C.

Gettin’ jiggy

Problem solver

Loyd Bagwell, 11, prepares to shoot a

3-foot-tall basketball as he plays Monster Bas-

ketball during the Hoopla 3-on-3 basketball tournament at Hillcrest Park

in Clovis, N.M.

Dinner time

Big shot
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Dave Goar competes in the jump category

of the Fergus Falls Barefoot Open and

National Barefoot League Tournament on the Otter Tail River in Fergus

Falls, Minn.

‘For sale’ signs for sale

NH
PLAISTOW — Housing
prices are going up, and so

is the cost of advertising a home
for sale.

Real estate agents are fuming
over the town’s recent decision to
charge them $50 a month for each
“For Sale” sign they post in front of
homes.

The issue came up when a local
car dealership was ordered to pay
the fee when it repainted an old
sign to reflect a change in owner-
ship. Former Selectman Barbara
Hobbs, who owns the land where
the business is located, complained
to the town building inspector, say-
ing that if her tenant had to pay,
real estate agents should as well.

Grouse quandary

NV
RENO— Nevada has an
abundance of sage grouse

habitat and healthy populations,
but a new state report says a broad
spectrum of public-land use re-
strictions may be necessary in
some areas to protect the bird
from demise.

The report by Gov. Kenny Guin-
n’s sage grouse conservation team
identifies statewide goals and rec-
ommendations from local planning
groups around the state to address
specific threats in specific areas.

The highest priority should be to
protect population strongholds and
large swaths of healthy sagebrush
habitat critical to the bird’s surviv-
al, according to the report.

Sex offenders study

TX
DALLAS – Texas leads the
nation in the number of reg-

istered sex offenders living in nurs-
ing homes after being paroled
from prison, according to a new
study.

A study by the Oklahoma-based
advocacy group A Perfect Cause
found 380 sex offenders living at
nursing homes in 32 states by match-
ing the addresses of sex offenders in
state registries with government rec-
ognized nursing homes.

Texas had the most, with 70 of-
fenders at 57 nursing homes. Fur-
ther analysis by The Dallas Morn-
ing News found two additional sex
offenders living in Texas nursing
homes.

Illinois was No. 2, with 57 offend-
ers at 38 nursing homes, according
to A Perfect Cause.

Getting their due

VA
NORFOLK — About 200
city school employees are

starting the weekend with a stash
of overdue cash.

Amid fears that labor lawsuits
soon will spread throughout Virgin-
ia, the Norfolk school system is is-
suing nearly $65,000 in overtime
checks to right any wrongs.

The money is for overtime wages
employees earned, but were not
paid as far back as September 2001.

The 1938 federal Fair Labor
Standards Act requires that em-
ployees earn 1½ times their regu-
lar wage for each hour they work
over 40 hours a week. The law al-
lows for workers to recoup up to
three years of back pay.

Hunger strike

WA
SPOKANE– A jail inmate
who has not eaten solid

food since February has been sen-
tenced to more than 14 years in
state prison, where he wants to con-

tinue his fast, his lawyer said.
A weak Charles R. McNabb, 50,

was taken in a wheelchair to Spo-
kane County Superior Court,
where Judge Jerome Leveque sen-
tenced him to 171 months in prison
after McNabb pleaded guilty to sin-
gle counts of first-degree arson
and first-degree assault in a May
23, 2003, fire at his estranged
wife’s home.

McNabb has lost nearly half of
the 180 pounds he weighed when
arrested, Collins said. The inmate
weighs at least 90, but less than
100 pounds, Collins said.

McNabb sporadically began re-
fusing to eat last November, but
hasn’t voluntarily eaten solid food
since Feb. 5, Collins said. He drinks
water and occasionally coffee.

Too young to drive

NH
HOOKSETT — Police are
wondering whether any

adults should be charged in the
case of a 3-year-old who drove into
a mobile home.

The toddler was left alone in a
running car in Hooksett. All alone,
the child climbed into the driver’s
seat and managed to put it in re-
verse. The car traveled 70 feet be-
fore crashing into a mobile home,
sending it a foot-and-a-half off its
foundation.

Luckily, the driver was not hurt.

Tattooed cops

KY
FRANKFORT — Consider-
ing “cultural changes” in

the population, Gov. Ernie Fletch-
er said he’s asked the Kentucky
State Police to reconsider its policy
prohibiting troopers from sporting
visible tattoos.

The governor said he asked
State Police Commissioner Mark
Miller to review the agency’s poli-
cy regarding tattoos.

However, Fletcher did not defini-
tively say what the policy’s fate
would be.

Under the Lexington policy, of-
ficers are not allowed to have tat-
toos or brands that are visible
while they’re in uniform, said Lt.
Mike Blanton, of the Lexington Di-
vision of Police. Officers who had
tattoos before the rule went into ef-
fect in March are not allowed to
get new ones, Blanton said. Pro-
spective officers would not be eligi-
ble to join the force if they have a
visible tattoo, he said.

School exec walks away

OK
STILLWATER — An Okla-
homa State University vice

president who was criticized for
his role in a controversy surround-
ing unauthorized access to Texas
Tech University software quit.

OSU President David Schmidly
said he received and accepted
Gary Wiggins’ letter of resigna-
tion, which takes effect July 31.

In his resignation letter, Wiggins
said major changes are needed in
the university’s information technol-
ogy system, and that the “current po-
litical environment leaves me a less
than ideal choice to make them.”

Wiggins’ resignation comes
weeks after two employees were
forced to resign for their use of
copyrighted software. In a June 25
report, OSU’s general counsel said
Brandon LaBonte and Michael
Hewett “more likely than not”
gained unauthorized access to
Texas Tech computers to copy pro-
gramming codes used for OSU’s on-
line events calendar.

Stories and Photos from wire services

Wendy Fairchild-Valdez watches her son play soccer at Kroh Park in

Loveland, Colo.

A supporter cheers for Democratic

Presidential candidate Sen. John

Kerry, D-Mass., as he speaks at a

breakfast in New York.

Susan Auerbach, center, explains to her sons Gabriel, 7, left, and Simon,

4, how a guillotine works during the fourth annual Bastille Day on Smith

Street in the Brooklyn, New York.

Political cheerleader

Enjoying the sunshine

Hanging on

Educational trip
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 69 58
Bahrain 110 84
Beijing 87 67
Beirut 90 74
Bermuda 86 78
Caracas 82 65
Helsinki 68 52
Hong Kong 92 82
Lisbon 87 67

HI LO
Manila 89 75
Mexico City 71 53
Montreal 77 65
Riyadh 110 83
Rio de. Jan 80 67
Seoul  81 70
Sofia  71 50
Sydney 59 40
Tokyo 86 75

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 66 44
Dakar  84 74
Freetown 84 74
Kinshasa 80 66

HI LO
Mogadishu 80 73
Nairobi 74 51
Rabat   85 66
Tripoli 95 70

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 99 74 PCldy
Akron,Ohio 80 62 Rain
Albany,N.Y. 77 62 PCldy
Albuquerque 93 66 PCldy
Allentown,Pa. 83 63 Rain
Amarillo 94 65 PCldy
Anchorage 71 56 PCldy
Asheville 89 64 PCldy
Atlanta 95 74 PCldy
Atlantic City 84 65 Rain
Austin 96 68 PCldy
Baltimore 84 67 PCldy
Baton Rouge 95 77 PCldy
Billings 94 64 PCldy
Birmingham 98 73 PCldy
Bismarck 88 60 PCldy
Boise 98 66 Clr
Boston 70 62 Cldy
Bridgeport 77 67 PCldy
Brownsville 94 76 PCldy
Buffalo 76 61 Rain
Burlington,Vt. 78 64 Rain
Caribou,Maine 74 58 PCldy
Casper 92 58 PCldy
Charleston,S.C. 97 75 Clr
Charleston,W.Va. 86 62 Rain
Charlotte,N.C. 94 70 PCldy
Chattanooga 94 70 PCldy
Cheyenne 92 63 PCldy
Chicago 79 60 PCldy
Cincinnati 84 62 PCldy

Cleveland 78 62 Rain
Colorado Springs 88 58 PCldy
Columbia,S.C. 97 73 PCldy
Columbus,Ga. 98 77 PCldy
Columbus,Ohio 82 61 PCldy
Concord,N.H. 73 60 Rain
Corpus Christi 94 73 Clr
Dallas-Ft Worth 100 76 Clr
Dayton 81 60 PCldy
Daytona Beach 93 73 Rain
Denver 93 60 PCldy
Des Moines 84 64 PCldy
Detroit 76 58 Cldy
Duluth 77 55 PCldy
El Paso 97 73 Clr
Elkins 82 58 Rain
Erie 77 62 Rain
Eugene 83 52 PCldy
Evansville 88 64 PCldy
Fairbanks 82 60 Cldy
Fargo 59 84 PCldy
Flagstaff 82 55 Rain
Flint 75 57 Cldy
Fort Smith 98 76 Clr
Fort Wayne 82 60 PCldy
Fresno 102 71 Clr
Goodland 97 65 Clr
Grand Junction 95 67 PCldy
Grand Rapids 77 58 Cldy
Great Falls 93 57 Clr
Green Bay 77 57 Cldy
Greensboro,N.C. 92 68 PCldy
Harrisburg 85 65 Rain

Hartford Spgfld 76 62 PCldy
Helena 95 58 Clr
Honolulu 89 74 PCldy
Houston 98 75 Clr
Huntsville 93 71 PCldy
Indianapolis 81 59 PCldy
Jackson,Miss. 96 75 Clr
Jacksonville 93 75 PCldy
Juneau 75 52 Cldy
Kansas City 88 69 PCldy
Key West 90 80 PCldy
Knoxville 90 67 PCldy
Lake Charles 96 76 PCldy
Lansing 77 56 Cldy
Las Vegas 104 83 PCldy
Lexington 86 62 Rain
Lincoln 87 67 PCldy
Little Rock 98 74 Clr
Los Angeles 87 64 Clr
Louisville 87 65 PCldy
Lubbock 96 69 Clr
Macon 101 74 PCldy
Madison 78 61 PCldy
Medford 96 59 Clr
Memphis 97 74 PCldy
Miami Beach 91 77 PCldy
Midland-Odessa 97 71 PCldy
Milwaukee 77 62 PCldy
Mpls-St Paul 82 64 PCldy
Mobile 96 77 Clr
Montgomery 98 75 PCldy
Nashville 91 67 PCldy
New Orleans 93 78 PCldy

New York City 80 68 PCldy
Newark 81 69 PCldy
Norfolk,Va. 91 73 PCldy
North Platte 90 64 PCldy
Oklahoma City 94 74 Clr
Omaha 86 66 PCldy
Orlando 93 75 Rain
Paducah 92 66 PCldy
Pendleton 97 63 Clr
Peoria 82 63 PCldy
Philadelphia 86 67 Rain
Phoenix 105 84 PCldy
Pittsburgh 79 61 Rain
Pocatello 95 55 Clr
Portland,Maine 65 59 Rain
Portland,Ore. 82 57 Clr
Providence 75 63 Cldy
Pueblo 100 61 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 95 70 PCldy
Rapid City 91 63 PCldy
Reno 94 59 Clr
Richmond 91 69 PCldy
Roanoke 91 66 PCldy
Rochester 75 60 Rain
Rockford 80 60 PCldy
Sacramento 94 59 Clr
St Louis 87 68 PCldy
St Thomas 88 78 Rain
Salem,Ore. 82 54 Clr
Salt Lake City 98 72 PCldy
San Angelo 98 72 PCldy
San Antonio 95 73 PCldy
San Diego 79 67 PCldy

San Francisco 73 55 PCldy
San Jose 83 59 Clr
San Juan,P.R. 88 77 Rain
Santa Fe 91 60 PCldy
St Ste Marie 71 54 Cldy
Savannah 96 75 Clr
Seattle 72 55 PCldy
Shreveport 95 75 PCldy
Sioux City 88 62 PCldy
Sioux Falls 84 62 Clr
South Bend 79 60 PCldy
Spokane 94 61 Clr
Springfield,Ill. 84 64 PCldy
Springfield,Mo. 92 69 PCldy
Syracuse 78 63 Rain
Tallahassee 95 76 PCldy
Tampa-St Ptrsbg 90 77 Rain
Toledo 81 60 Cldy
Topeka 90 69 PCldy
Tucson 97 75 Rain
Tulsa 98 77 Clr
Tupelo 97 73 PCldy
Waco 97 74 Clr
Washington,D.C. 85 67 PCldy
W.Palm Beach 91 76 PCldy
Wichita 100 72 Clr
Wichita Falls 97 75 Clr
Wilkes-Barre 79 65 Rain
Wilmington,Del. 85 67 Rain
Yakima 95 61 Clr

TODAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK THE UNITED STATES TODAY

EUROPEAN FORECAST

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.

Mildenhall/

•
POLAND

CZECH REP. SLOVAKIA

AUSTRIA
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FRANCE

SWEDEN

NORWAY
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ITALY

GERMANY
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UKRAINE

NETH.

BELG..

BOSNIA
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Munich
64/54
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Moscow
74/59

St. Petersburg
70/56

Kiev
66/55

Bucharest
75/53

Warsaw
62/51

Oslo
64/47

Berlin
63/55

Frankfurt
72/54

Stuttgart
70/50

Prague
62/50

Budapest
69/51

Copenhagen
61/53

Reykjavik
57/49

Dublin
65/51

Ramstein
68/54

Vienna
64/51

Geneva
74/55

Brussels
64/55

Istanbul
79/64

Athens
92/70

Souda Bay
85/71

Sigonella
89/69

Naples
81/63

Rome
81/62

Belgrade
72/47

Sarajevo
72/57

Tirana
81/58

Pristina
77/57

Tuzla
72/57

Aviano
81/59

Pisa
80/61

Paris
71/59

Nice
77/63

Barcelona
82/66

Madrid
93/61

Morón
93/66

Rota
89/69

Lisbon
87/67

Izmir
97/68

London
70/61

Lakenheath
70/59

Stockholm
69/53

Benelux: Mostly cloudy with rain-
showers. Highs in the mid to upper
60s and lows in the mid to upper
50s.

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy with
rainshowers. Highs in the mid-60s to
lower 70s and lows in the lower 50s
to lower 60s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy.
Highs in the lower 70s and lows in
the upper 50s.

France: Partly cloudy with morning
rainshowers to the north. Highs in
the 70s and lows in the upper 50s to
lower 60s.

Northern Germany: Partly to mostly
cloudy with morning rainshowers.
Highs in the lower 60s to lower 70s
and lows in the 50s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy.
Highs in the mid-60s to lower 70s
and lows in the lower to mid-50s.

Hungary: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
60s and lows in the 50s.

Northern Italy: Partly to mostly
cloudy. Highs  in the lower 80s and
lows in the upper 50s to lower 60s.

Southern Italy: Partly to mostly
cloudy with isolated thunderstorms in
the afternoon and sunny in the morn-
ing. Highs in the 80s and lows in the
60s.

Kosovo: Partly to mostly cloudy with
isolated thunderstorms. Highs in the
upper 70s and lows in the upper 50s.

Norway: Cloudy with rainshowers.
Highs in the low to mid-60s and lows
in the upper 40s to lower 50s.

Portugal, Spain: Sunny. Highs in the
lower 80s to lower 90s and lows in
the 60s.

Turkey: Partly cloudy with isolated
thunderstorms to the northwest.
Highs in the 90s...upper 70s to the
northwest. Lows in the upper 50s to
mid-60s to the northwest and
inland...lower 70s elsewhere.

European forecast for 14 July 2004

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warn-
ings, and 5-day forecasts go to the
USAFE Operational Weather
Squadron home page at
https://ows.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by:
SSgt Charles Vankleek

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only

SAUDI ARABIA

IRAN

OMAN

AFGHANISTAN

PAKISTAN
IRAQ

TURKEY

SYRIA

TURKMENISTAN

INDIA

MIDEAST

Incirlik
99/72

Baghdad
112/81

Kuwait City
116/85

Dhahran
107/84

Dubai
104/86

Zahedan
96/68

Karachi
90/81 Bombay

87/79

New Delhi
93/80

Kandahar
103/75

Kabul
91/62

Islamabad
94/74

Mazar-e-Sharif
101/73

Ashgabat
94/69

Tehran
96/77

Hyderabad
85/72

Tel Aviv
94/73

Cairo
99/74

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
• •

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (London) 0453 0454
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 0532 0533
Sunset (London) 2114 2113
Sunset (Frankfurt) 2130 2129

Skopje
77/50•

•Stavanger
60/51

Lajes
77/64

Last qtr.
07/09

New moon
07/17

First qtr.
07/25

Full moon.
07/31

L

L
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Spider-Man

BY ANTHONY BREZNICAN

The Associated Press

CULVER CITY, Calif.

U
nder cover of darkness, Tobey Maguire will
wear a disguise and sneak around town.

His mission: to watch some of his own film —
“Spider-Man 2” – a movie in which he almost

lost the starring role, despite the huge success of 2002’s
“Spider-Man.”

“It’s exciting. I’ll sneak in one night. You want to go
when the fans are crazy into the film, and that’s when it’s
fun, to catch that energy,” said the 29-year-old actor.

The star of “Seabiscuit” and “Pleasantville” says this
won’t be his first incognito cinema experience.

“I’ve done it a few times. I’ll go and just watch 15 min-
utes of the movie in two or three different theaters, just to
feel how the audience is digging it, get that immediate re-
action.”

But isn’t that a risky move
for one of the summer’s most
famous faces, likely to get
him mobbed if someone rec-
ognizes him? “I’ll be fine,”
Maguire responded. “I’ll
wear a hat and go in, wait
until it’s dark, stand there for
10 minutes and leave. They’ll
never know.”

It may not seem like much,
but that’s a daring move for
the boyish actor with the
puppy-dog eyes and tousled
hair — he has a reputation
for being almost pathological-
ly withdrawing when it
comes to high-pressure pub-
lic exposure.

Like his superhero alter
ego, would Maguire rather
have the secret identity of an
ordinary guy?

“I AM an ordinary guy,” he insisted in a recent inter-
view at the Culver Studios lot. “I guess if the question is,
‘Would I like to be anonymous in all situations?’ Some-
times, sure. But I can remain somewhat anonymous, or
just not go to a place where I’m going to [be recognized.]
Then I’m not aware of it at all.”

He shrugged. “I chose to give up my general anonymi-
ty,” he said.

Maguire came close to getting an unwelcome dose of
anonymity shortly before shooting began on “Spider-Man
2,” something that could have tanked his young career.

In what is becoming a famous piece of Hollywood lore,
the actor nearly lost his Spidey suit to someone else in
March 2003 because he told the producers he had a bad
back.

“First I was just disclosing it — you have to fill out in-

surance industry forms that say, ‘Do you have any back
problems?’ This is something that I have to say, ‘Yeah, I
have a condition.’ ”

Maguire said he didn’t want to be responsible for derail-
ing a movie that costs $200 million midway through the
shoot.

“If something did happen — God forbid — and they inves-
tigated, they would learn that I knew I had back problems.
If I didn’t disclose it I could get in trouble. I felt like I didn’t
have a choice.”

After finishing the physically grueling role of jockey Red
Pollard in “Seabiscuit,” Maguire said his chronically
pained back was the worst it had been in three or four
years.

“I saw all the stunts I had to do for [‘Spider-Man 2’]. I
thought, ‘Wow, that’s a lot. I don’t know if I’m going to be
able to do all that stuff.’ ”

So his representatives took the back problem claim to di-
rector Sam Raimi and producer
Laura Ziskin. They turned to a
possible replacement, Jake Gyl-
lenhaal — the similarly
puppy-dog-faced star of “The
Day After Tomorrow.”

“It was implied if there was an
injury on the set in one of these
stunts, [Maguire] might become
paralyzed permanently,” Raimi
said. “I thought, ‘Well, I can’t
make a movie about responsibili-
ty then ask this kid to do some-
thing that might paralyze him.’ ”

Raimi suggested there was a
disconnect between what was re-
ally wrong with Maguire’s back
and the dire complaints the ac-
tor’s representatives — one of
whom has since been replaced
— took to the “Spider-Man 2”
filmmakers.

Raimi said Gyllenhaal —
who’s also the boyfriend of “Spi-

der-Man” co-star Kirsten Dunst — agreed to consider the
role.

Then Maguire came to Raimi with a new revelation: He
would be fine doing the stunts after all. And the stunts
would not paralyze him.

“Pain for actors, I can deal with,” Raimi said. “So all of
the sudden, it changed everything.” After doctors certified
his fitness, Maguire was back in the tights.

Despite the debacle, Maguire ended up getting a report-
ed $17 million for the sequel. That’s about $13 million more
than his salary on the original — which earned more than
$400 million domestically and became one of the top five
biggest blockbusters in history.

There are already plans for a third “Spider-Man” movie,
and No. 2 is already poised to be one of the year’s biggest
hits.

Key West welcomes O’Donnell cruise

Rosie O’Donnell’s new cruise line is getting a warm
welcome in sunny Key West, Fla.

O’Donnell will receive the key to the city this week
when her cruise, billed as the first
that caters to gay and lesbian fami-
lies, stops at the popular island port
Wednesday on its inaugural voyage,
officials said.

The Norwegian Dawn’s seven-day
trip departs New York on Sunday
and is the first cruise of R Family Va-
cations, the O’Donnell-backed com-
pany that promotes family-friendly
vacations for gays and lesbians.

Key West has long fostered a repu-
tation as a tolerant vacation commu-
nity that is especially friendly to
gays and lesbians. A street fair will provide entertain-
ment for children on the cruise.

‘Route 66’ star seeks marrow donor

Actor Martin Milner is seeking the public’s help in find-
ing a bone marrow donor for his leukemia-stricken daugh-
ter.

Milner, who starred in the TV series “Route 66” and
“Adam 12,” said a marrow trans-
plant may be the only hope for
45-year-old Amy Milner, and no suit-
able donor has been found among
family members or on the national
registry.

Milner hopes widespread blood
testing will help his daughter and
others.

His daughter Amy, a single moth-
er who lives in Encinitas, Calif., was
diagnosed with acute myeloid leuke-
mia in February 2003.

Blood drives to find a match are
scheduled in San Diego and Carlsbad, Calif., this month
and one is set for the Screen Actors Guild in Los Angeles
on July 16. Kent McCord, Milner’s friend and “Adam 12”
co-star, is heading the SAG drive.

PeopleSoft founder buys ‘Bonanza’ ranch

A theme park based on the 1960s television show “Bo-
nanza” has been sold to PeopleSoft founder David Duff-
ield for an undisclosed sum.

Duffield, who became a residential real estate develop-
er after leaving as president and CEO of the software
maker in 1999, was vague about his plans for the 570-acre
Ponderosa Ranch.

The ranch, on Lake Tahoe’s north shore in Nevada,
opened in 1967 based on the NBC show Bonanza, which
aired from 1950 to 1973. The park includes a mock old
West town, a shooting gallery and stunt performances.

Local, state and federal officials had hoped to purchase
and preserve the real estate. The U.S. Forest Service
planned to use $35 million generated by a recent auction
of federal land near Las Vegas to purchase about 490
acres of the ranch.

Pat O’Brien moves to ‘The Insider’

“You will never hear me ask what someone is wearing
again,” says Pat O’Brien, talking about his new syndicat-
ed entertainment show, “The Insider.”

O’Brien confirmed that he’ll host Paramount Domestic
Television’s new nightly half-hour newsmagazine, which
premieres Sept. 13.

“It was time to move on,” the former “Access Holly-
wood” co-anchor said in a phone interview from New
York. He had been with the show
since 1997.

“The Insider” will be “more
newsy, unpredictable, with longer in-
terviews,” O’Brien said. “It will not
be tabloid. If it gets tabloid, you’ll
see me get in my pickup truck and
leave town. You can hold me to
that.”

A former CBS sportscaster,
O’Brien, 56, will cover the Summer
Olympics in Athens, Greece, for
MSNBC and NBC late-night pro-
gramming.

Billy Bush, the East Coast correspondent for “Access
Hollywood,” will join Nancy O’Dell as co-anchor starting

Aug. 12 from the Summer Olympics, executive director

Rob Silverstein said Friday.

Stories and Photos from The Associated Press

O’Brien

Spider-Man
suit almost
snatched

from actor

Milner

O’Donnell

COLUMBIA PICTURES/SHNS

Tobey Maguire as Peter Parker ponders his secret identity
in “Spider-Man.” Maguire said he disclosed his back prob-
lems because he didn’t want to derail the $200 million film.

FACES ’N’ PLACES

AP

Maguire signs autographs during his arrival for the
European premiere “Spider-Man 2” in Berlin. Maguire
tries to remain “somewhat anonymous” in everyday
situations, despite his superstar status.

Tobey Maguire could have
lost role in ‘Spider-Man 2’

because of a bad back
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With the moon void of course, it’s
a listless, drifty, tum-
bleweed-in-the-vast-desert kind of
morning. From a zen point
of view, this is the perfect
environment to empty your
mind, making it ready for
future wonders to drop in.
Prize space and quiet — try
to get more of it in your life.
Stop loved ones from dis-
tracting you with problems
and chatter.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(July 14). This year, an
image change attracts a
plethora of new opportuni-
ties. You won’t even know
which one to celebrate first! Now
through August features many
dates. The best signs for new love
are Pisces and Gemini. Overdue
appreciation finally comes in Janu-
ary. Finances perk up when you feel
your work is making a difference.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You’ll get a history lesson and be
determined not to repeat a doomed
series of steps. Relationships thrive
— you’re more determined than
ever to make things work. Go for
adventure tonight. Rent a boat, or fly
a kite.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
It’s so tempting to stick your nose
into other people’s affairs, especially
because you’re almost sure you can
help. In fact, your influence will make
a difference, but it’s all in how you
approach it. Be a delicate diplomat.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You’ll be modeling exactly what
you’d like to receive from others. It’s
an excellent way to get what you
want, though you may realize in the
process just how huge the effort
you’re asking from others really is.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Providing a service that others truly
need brings you joy overflowing.
Instructional, educational and cultur-
al purposes are your forte. If only
you didn’t have to keep selling
yourself over and over. Love keeps
you on your toes tonight.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You
hate to feel supervised but don’t
mind at all being put in a position to
supervise others. It’s because you

have an eye for how to complete
tasks simply and correctly, and a
talent for relaying to-the-point infor-
mation.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You have amazing problem-solving
abilities, and you’ll be in a position to

use them. Money is just
money, so put those
worries in their proper
perspective, and realize
what the real issue is —
priorities.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). A career
opportunity is passed to
you, but you look at it like
it’s debris from another
planet that fell out of the
sky. What do you do with
it? Ask a lot of questions.

Don’t be afraid of sounding ignorant.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You’re feeling young, dashing and
impetuous, and it reads clearly to
the world. That’s why you’re beloved
by the ladies/gentlemen. With all this
new power, it’s easy to be a heart-
breaker. Be sensitive.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Your enthusiasm for all things
scrumptious and magnificent is
contagious! You’ll want to experi-
ence it all but must make bud-
get-conscious choices. Tonight, if
you’re not working up a sweat, it’s
not worth your time.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). If birds of a feather flock togeth-
er, you’ll be hanging out with some
peacocks today — you’ve got stuff
to strut. Your personality is colorful
and vibrant, and you’ll want to share
with people with just as much to
give.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Your public profile gets a boost.
You’ve got your finger on the pulse,
which not only helps you come up
with the cutting-edge solution you
need but makes you the person to
ask. Higher-ups may give you more
responsibility.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Some situations feel hopeless. If you
can’t make a difference, why make
an effort, right? Well, it’s difficult to
judge in the moment whether or not
you’re being influential, but in the
long term, all positive actions win
out. Have faith.

Creators Syndicate

Horoscope

Joyce Jillson
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across
1 Chest protector

4 Shakespeare’s

river

8 Daytona

circuits

12 Indivisible

13 Actress

Sorvino

14 Conception

15 High card

16 Silent partner?

18 Pang

20 Long lunch

21 “Spirit of ’76”

instrument

24 Inventor

Nikola

28 Privation

32 Check

33 Mound stat

34 Rental sign

36 Request

37 Orange coat

39 Disapproving

comment

41 Farewell

43 Tide type

44 Pompous 

one

46 Offspring

50 Buffoon

55 Sphere

56 Lotion

additive

57 Confront

58 Way back 

when

59 Antelope’s

playmate

60 Genealogy

chart

61 Understanding

Down
1 Gravy vessel

2 Part of the foot

3 “Cheers” order

4 Emily Dickinson’s

home

5 Through

6 Stick figure?

7 Kindergarteners’

breaks

8 Agile

9 Oklahoma

city

10 Apiece

11 Clinton’s 

instrument

17 So five minutes

ago

19 Peculiar

22 “Oops!”

23 Home of 

La Scala

25 Fashion line?

26 Sylvester’s 

impediment

27 Egyptian

cross

28 Zeus’ consort

29 Saharan

30 Indian princess

31 Parisian’s pop

35 Apprentice

38 Casino

employee

40 Boom times

42 Exploit

45 Area abbr.

47 Drench

48 Incite

49 Black, in verse

50 Possessed

51 Brewery product

52 Essence of 

caviar

53 Erstwhile Afr. 

land

54 Venue for 6-Down

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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Dear Annie: I have a
wonderful husband and
in-laws for most of the
year, but that all changes
when my husband’s sis-
ter, “Robin,” comes each
summer for a month.

Robin expects me to
baby-sit her children
while she has “family
time” with my husband
and his parents. My
in-laws bend over back-
ward to accommodate
her. They pay her kids to mow the
lawn or do the laundry, but they
would never pay my children,
who do these things for their
grandparents all year round. My
father-in-law takes Robin’s kids
fishing nearly every morning, but
my kids are not included.

Robin makes disparaging
remarks about my weight or my
education.

Her children mimic her atti-
tude and berate my kids.

I think the whole lot of them is
selfish and spoiled, but my hus-
band and his parents are oblivi-
ous to it.

Just thinking of Robin’s

month-long visit this
year is causing my
health to deteriorate.
My kids are dreading it
as well. Please advise
me how I can make it
through.

— Stressing Already
Dear Stressing:

Some parents have a
tendency to value most
those children they see
the least. Since you live
near your in-laws the
rest of the year, you do

not need to be there when Robin
visits. Spend a week or two in
her company so the kids don’t
forget what their cousins look
like. Then let your husband know
that you and the children are
going to be busy. Robin won’t
miss you, and there’s no reason
you have to stick around and be
tormented.

Dear Annie: My husband and

I recently were invited to a wed-
ding at a resort several states
away. Although the cost of travel-
ing and accommodations are
expensive, my husband and I

decided it would be a nice ex-
cuse for a vacation.

I promptly returned the RSVP
card, purchased non-refundable
airline tickets, put down a depos-
it at the hotel and ordered a gift
to be sent to the couple.

Two weeks later, we received a
computer-generated postcard
saying that the couple was unable
to accommodate all those who
wished to come to the ceremony
and would have to rescind our
invitation. I am stunned, and my
husband is furious. We’re already
out $850. What should we do?

— Aghast in Alabama
Dear Aghast: What boors.

There’s not much you can do now,
but this couple ought to be
ashamed of themselves. “We’ve
run out of room” is not an accept-
able excuse for rescinding a wed-
ding invitation. Since you already
have paid $850, we say go any-
way and have a nice vacation.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to annies-
mailbox@comcast.net, or write to:
Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: I recently met a
lady I’ll call Gloria. We have
been spending time together and
enjoy each other’s company.

Last week, she invited me to
her home for dinner.

While I was eating, she excused
herself from the table and re-
turned a few minutes
later with her pet cock-
atiel, “Bogart,” on her
shoulder. After she sat
down, she placed a mor-
sel of food in her hand
and lifted it to her shoul-
der so Bogart could eat.

Next, she put some food
in her mouth, and with
the bird still on her shoul-
der, exposed the tip of her
tongue (which had anoth-
er morsel of food on it),
and proceeded to let
Bogart peck the food off her
tongue. Finally, she craned her
neck toward the bird as if deliver-
ing a passionate kiss, while Bog-
art inserted his beak between
Gloria’s lips and withdrew a
shred of food.

I enjoy Gloria’s company very
much, but we are only at the

beginning of a relationship.
Abby, does being a pet lover
have any bearing on what is
appropriate at the dinner table?
And what are the health implica-
tions of intimate contact with
one’s bird? Was what Gloria did
acceptable behavior at the table?

— Nauseated
in Olde Virginny

Dear Nauseated:
Hardly! However,
putting aside her lack
of basic table manners,
I have a “tidbit” for
you: This is a basic
hygiene issue — mean-
ing there are health
concerns for both Glo-
ria and her pet. My
veterinary expert, Dr.
Erwin David, tells me
that the oral cavities of
both birds and humans

are teeming with bacteria. Both
Gloria and Bogart could catch
something potentially harmful.

Do not kiss Gloria unless she
first gargles with a mouthwash
that kills germs on contact.

Dear Abby: I lost my virgini-

ty about a month ago. My mother
and I have always been close,
and I have been able to tell her
anything. But this time I’m not
sure I can.

What if I see hurt and disap-
pointment in her eyes when I say
it? My mother got pregnant
young, and she has always told
me she doesn’t want that life for
me. So, Abby, do I tell her or not?

— “Daisy” in Las Cruces, N.M.
Dear “Daisy”: It is important

for a number of reasons that you
tell your mother. She may be hurt
and disappointed, but she will
also understand. It is important
that you be examined by a doctor
and learn how to protect yourself
from becoming pregnant or catch-
ing a sexually transmitted dis-
ease. It is even more important
that you learn how not to be
pressured into having sex. Your
mother can help you with these
things because she learned the
hard way. So level with her NOW.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Annie’s Mailbox

A fowl habit at the dinner table

Family problems can be avoided

Dear Abby
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BY AMANDA LEE MYERS

The Associated Press

PHOENIX — More than 130 il-
legal immigrants were flown for
free to the Mexican interior Mon-
day on the first flight of a U.S. gov-
ernment program aimed at curb-
ing repeat immigration attempts.

The flights are a voluntary alter-
native for illegal immigrants to
the usual practice of being driven
back only to the border, far from
their hometowns.

The first commercial airliner
carrying immigrants in the test
program left Tucson and landed
in Mexico City in the evening.
Buses were waiting to take the im-
migrants to local bus terminals
for the trip to their home towns.

“This is a 100 percent volun-
tary program, so the Mexican gov-
ernment is just carrying out what
the migrants have requested,”
said Bosco Marti, of Mexico’s For-
eign Relations Department.

The Department of Homeland
Security’s Interior Repatriation
Program will include about two
flights a day to Mexico City and
the western city of Guadalajara.

Andy Adame, a spokesman
with the Border Patrol’s Tucson

Sector, said about 30 of Monday’s
passengers were considered at
high risk of dying in the desert if
they attempted a second crossing.
They included single women with
children and the elderly.

The department is funding the
program, which is estimated to
cost $12 million to $13 million at
two flights per day, each carrying
up to 150 illegal immigrants,
Adame said.

The pilot program is to end by
Sept. 30. Then the department
and the Mexican government will
evaluate it.

The new program follows a
more controversial one in which
border officials involuntarily re-
turned 5,600 migrants caught in
Arizona to Mexico through bor-
der ports in Texas.

The so-called lateral repatria-
tion program, which lasted about

three weeks in September, was
designed to move the immigrants
far from their smugglers and re-
duce their chances of re-crossing
the border. Immigrants rights
groups said the program was ex-
pensive, ineffective and simply
delayed migrants.

Robin Hoover, president of Hu-
mane Borders, a group that puts
water in the desert for illegal
crossers, said he has concerns
about the new program.

“Overall, I would say this is a ri-
diculous way to approach this
problem. It uses a phenomenal
amount of resources and
achieves little results,” he said.

He conceded the program
could benefit some immigrants.

“It may actually save a few
lives, and we have to give them
credit for that,” he said.

Associated Press Writer Will Weissert in
Mexico City contributed to this report.

BY JAMIE STENGLE

The Associated Press

DALLAS — Health officials are
issuing a stern message to people
who have recently had a heart at-
tack: Lower your “bad cholester-
ol” to rock-bottom levels.

“The concept here is that lower
is better with respect to cholester-
ol,” said Dr. Steven Nissen, cardi-
ologist at the Cleveland Clinic,
who is among those who have
studied the issue.

“It’ll be hard to get there, but
we do have aggressive drugs.”

New guidelines issued Monday
for very high-risk heart patients
call for lowering their so-called
bad cholesterol, LDL, to 70. The
previous guideline was 100.

Heart patients in need of dras-
tic measures can use statin drugs
— including Lipitor — in higher
doses or combine statins, which
block formation of cholesterol,
with drugs that block cholester-
ol’s uptake by the body.

The guidelines, in Monday’s
issue of the American Heart Asso-
ciation journal Circulation, are
not a complete surprise.

Recent studies have shown that
lives can be saved by a drastic
lowering of LDL in people who
have had recent heart attacks.

Created by the National Choles-
terol Education Program, the
guidelines are endorsed by the
American Heart Association, the
American College of Cardiology
and the National Heart, Lung and
Blood Institute. A panel of the ed-
ucation program examined five
major studies involving cholester-
ol-lowering medicines.

Every year, 1.2 million people
in America have a new or repeat
heart attack. Dr. Scott Grundy,
lead author of the guidelines, said
that as of 2001 there were about
36 million people who could bene-
fit from drugs to lower their cho-
lesterol.

The Associated Press

LOXAHATCHEE, Fla. — A
600-pound tiger eluded capture
for a second day Tuesday after es-
caping from the compound of its
owner, a former actor who once
played Tarzan.

Deputy sheriffs and state game
officials set up a perimeter
around a search area and started
beating the bush again at day-
break, said Willie Puz, spokes-
man for the Florida Fish and Wild-
life Conservation Commission.

The 6-year-old tiger was spot-
ted several times, most recently
around 7:30 a.m. Tuesday by a
woman who said it was in her
back yard. Officials hoped it
would simply grow hungry and re-
turn home in search of food, Puz
said.

The tiger was reported missing
Monday afternoon from the home
of Steve Sipek, who played Tar-
zan decades ago under the screen
name Steve Hawkes, said Paul
Miller, spokesman for the Palm
Beach County Sheriff’s Office.
Sipek has raised the tiger since it
was a cub.

When the first deputies arrived
on the scene Monday, the cat
jumped on top of their car, Miller
said. Puz said searchers who spot-
ted it several times Monday
evening were never close enough
to shoot it with tranquilizer darts.

Though law enforcement offic-
ers were available to escort ner-
vous residents away from the
area, Puz said officials were en-
couraging people to “go about
their normal business.”

Sipek has another tiger, two
lions, a black leopard and a cou-
gar on his property, the Palm
Beach Post reported. The cats,
mostly castoffs from zoos, are usu-
ally kept in a mazelike series of in-
terlocking cages.

In February 2002, a 750-pound
tiger mauled a woman who was
helping Sipek during a photo
shoot at his compound. She was
bitten on the head.

In 1985, a tame, three-legged
black leopard belonging to Sipek
eluded searchers for nearly three
days before being found wander-
ing near a fence on his property.

Sipek said at the time that he
had been devoted to the big cats
ever since one pulled him from a
fire during the filming of a Tar-
zan movie.

According to the Internet
Movie Database, “Steve Hawkes”
played Tarzan in a series of Span-
ish-language Tarzan movies
around 1970 and was called Zan
of the Jungle when they were re-
leased in English. He retired
from acting after an on-set acci-
dent, it said.

‘Bad cholesterol’
guideline lowered

On the trail of ‘Tarzan’s’ tiger
Big cat escaped
caged compound
of former actor

Illegals
return to
Mexico

AP

Mexican migrants board a plane at the Tucson International Airport for

their free return flight to Mexico from Tucson, Ariz., on Monday.

DAMON HIGGINS, THE PALM BEACH POST/AP

After picking up several large chains and other supplies, Steve Sipek,

left, the owner of an escaped tiger, chats with an officer Monday in

Royal Palm Beach, Fla. Officers closed the road to search for the tiger.
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AFN schedule
(All times Central European. AFN-A:

AFN-Atlantic; PAC: AFN-Pacific/Korea; SPT:
AFN-Sports; dld: delayed; cut: two-hour or
90-minute cut-down. Listings are latest avail-
able from AFRTS and subject to change with-
out notice.)

Television
Baseball — 75th All-Star Game, 2 a.m.

Wednesday, AFN-A and PAC, and noon and 8
p.m. (dld), SPT; 2004 AAA All-Star Game, 1
a.m. Thursday, SPT.

Boxing — Tuesday Night Fights, Freddy
Hernandez (16-0, 14 KOs) vs. Jesus Soto
Karass (12-1, 8 KOs), junior middleweights, 4
a.m. (live) and 9 a.m. (dld) Wednesday, SPT.

Cycling — 2004 Tour de France: Stage 10,
noon Thursday, (dld) SPT.

Motorsports — Dutch GP for motorcycles,
4 p.m. Wednesday (dld), SPT; AMA mo-
tocross, 3 p.m. Thursday, (dld), SPT.

AFN-Europe can be reached at DSN
329-4444 or civilian (+49) (0)69-156-88-444.
AFN-Atlantic’s Web site is www.af-
neurope.net. Click on “television” or “radio”
for latest schedules. AFN’s parent organiza-
tion, AFRTS at March Reserve AFB, Calif., can
be reached at DSN (312) 348-1319 or commer-
cial (909) 413-2319. Its Web site is
www.myafn.net.

Pro basketball
WNBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
Charlotte 10 7 .588 —
Connecticut 11 8 .579 —
Indiana 10 9 .526 1
Detroit 9 9 .500 1½
New York 9 10 .474 2
Washington 8 9 .471 2

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
Los Angeles 14 6 .700 —
Seattle 11 7 .611 2
Minnesota 9 9 .500 4
Sacramento 8 10 .444 5
Houston 8 11 .421 5½
Phoenix 8 11 .421 5½
San Antonio 5 14 .263 8½

Monday’s games
Sacramento 67, Detroit 51
Seattle 75, San Antonio 59

Tuesday’s games
No games scheduled

Wednesday’s games
Connecticut at Minnesota
Houston at Indiana

Soccer
Major League Soccer

Eastern Conference
 W L T Pts GF GA
MetroStars 6 6 4 22 28 31
D.C. United 5 6 5 20 22 22
Columbus 5 5 4 19 15 16
Chicago 4 5 6 18 16 16
New England 3 8 4 13 16 24

Western Conference
 W L T Pts GF GA
Los Angeles 9 5 3 30 32 25
Kansas City 8 4 4 28 24 14
Colorado 5 4 6 21 13 14
Dallas 5 5 5 20 17 21
San Jose 4 6 5 17 23 23

NOTE: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Saturday’s games
MetroStars 2, San Jose 0
Columbus 0, Dallas 0, tie
Kansas City 1, D.C. United 0
Los Angeles 2, Colorado 0

Sunday’s game
New England 1, Chicago 1, tie

Wednesday’s games
Chicago at New England
Los Angeles at Colorado

Cycling
Tour de France

Tuesday
At Gueret, France

Ninth Stage
99.73 miles from Saint-Leonard-de-Noblat

to Gueret
1. Robbie McEwen, Australia, Lotto-Domo,

3 hours, 32 minutes, 55 seconds.
2. Thor Hushovd, Norway, Credit Agricole,

same time.
3. Stuart O’Grady, Australia, Cofidis Credit

Par Telephone, same time.
4. Jerome Pineau, France, Brioches La Bou-

langere, same time.
5. Erik Zabel, Germany, T-Mobile Team,

same time.
6. Janeck Tombak, Estonia, Cofidis Credit

Par Telephone, same time.
7. Tom Boonen, Belgium, Quick Step-Davi-

tamon, same time.

8. Danilo Hondo, Germany, Gerolsteiner,
same time.

9. Sergio Marinangeli, Italy, Domina Vacan-
ze, same time.

10. Inigo Landaluze, Spain, Euskaltel-Eu-
skadi, same time.

11. Jean-Patrick Nazon, France, AG2R Pre-
voyance, same time.

12. Baden Cooke, Australia, fdjeux.com,
same time.

13. Scott Sunderland, Australia, Alessio-Bi-
anchi, same time.

14. Allan Davis, Australia, Liberty Seguros,
same time.

15. Bram De Groot, Netherlands, Ra-
bobank, same time.

16. Kim Kirchen, Luxemburg, Fassa Borto-
lo, same time.

17. Filippo Simeoni, Italy, Domina Vacanze,
same time.

18. Laurent Brochard, France, AG2R Prevoy-
ance, same time.

19. Peter Wrolich, Austria, Gerolsteiner,
same time.

20. Fabian Cancellara, Switzerland, Fassa
Bortolo, same time.

Also
25. Jan Ullrich, Germany, T-Mobile Team,

same time.
29. Thomas Voeckler, France, Brioches La

Boulangere, same time.
43. George Hincapie, United States, US

Postal-Berry Floor, same time.
44. Lance Armstrong, United States, US

Postal-Berry Floor, same time.
Overall Standings

(After nine stages)
1. Thomas Voeckler, France, Brioches La

Boulangere, 36 hours, 36 minutes, 31 sec-
onds.

2. Stuart O’Grady, Australia, Cofidis Credit
Par Telephone, 2 minutes, 53 seconds be-
hind.

3. Sandy Casar, France, fdjeux.com, 4:06.
4. Magnus Backstedt, Sweden, Alessio-Bi-

anchi, 6:27.
5. Jakob Piil, Denmark, Team CSC, 7:09.
6. Lance Armstrong, United States, US Post-

al-Berry Floor, 9:35.
7. George Hincapie, United States, US Post-

al-Berry Floor, 9:45.
8. Jose Azevedo, Portugal, US Postal-Berry

Floor, 9:57.
9. Jose Enrique Gutierrez, Spain, Phonak

Hearing Systems, 10:02.
10. Erik Zabel, Germany, T-Mobile Team,

10:06.

Tennis
Swedish Open

Monday
At Bastad Tennis Stadion

Bastad, Sweden
Purse: $462,173 (Intl. Series)

Surface: Clay-Outdoor
Singles

Championship
Mariano Zabaleta (8), Argentina, def. Gas-

ton Gaudio (2), Argentina, 6-1, 4-6, 7-6 (4).

Mercedes Cup
Tuesday

At TC Weissenhof
Stuttgart, Germany

Purse: $762,966 (Intl. Gold)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Felix Mantilla, Spain, def. Jerome Haehnel,
France, 6-7 (1), 6-2, 6-2.

Jan Frode Andersen, Norway, def. Lars
Burgsmueller, Germany, 6-4, 6-2.

Hugo Armando, United States, def. Sebas-
tian Rieschick, Germany, 6-1, 6-4.

Alexander Popp, Germany, def. Alexander
Waske, Germany, 6-2, 1-6, 6-1.

Second Round
Andrei Pavel (4), Romania, def. Bohdan Uli-

hrach, Czech Republic, 6-1, 6-1.
David Ferrer (11), Spain, def. Arnaud di Pas-

quale, France, 6-4, 1-6, 6-1.
Stefan Koubek, Austria, def. Feliciano

Lopez (7), Spain, 6-3, 6-4.
Nikolay Davydenko (15), Russia, def. An-

dreas Beck, Germany, 6-3, 6-3.
Guillermo Canas, Argentina, def. Florian

Mayer (9), Germany, 6-7 (3), 7-6 (5), 6-4.
Monday
Singles

First Round
Martin Vassallo Arguello, Italy, def. Philipp

Kohlschreiber, Germany, 6-3, 3-6, 6-2.
Stefan Koubek, Austria, def. Olivier Pa-

tience, France, 6-2, 7-6 (5).
Arnaud di Pasquale, France, def. Galo Blan-

co, Spain, 6-3, 6-1.
Bohdan Ulihrach, Czech Republic, def. Vic-

tor Hanescu, Romania, 7-6 (3), 4-1, retired.
Guillermo Canas, Argentina, def. Dick Nor-

man, Belgium, 6-0, 7-5.
Richard Gasquet, France, def. Julien Bout-

ter, France, 6-2, 6-4.
Radek Stepanek, Czech Republic, def.

Juan-Pablo Guzman, Argentina, 7-6 (4), 6-3.
Marc Lopez, Spain, def. Daniel Elsner, Ger-

many, 6-1, 6-7 (5), 6-3.
Thierry Ascione, France, def. Tomas Zib,

Czech Republic, 6-3, 7-6 (8).
Bjorn Phau, Germany, def. Ivo Heuberger,

Switzerland, 6-3, 6-2.

Andreas Beck, Germany, def. Alexander
Peya, Austria, 7-6 (2), 6-1.

Franco Squillari, Argentina, def. Nicolas Al-
magro, Spain, 6-3, 7-6 (1).

Dutch Open
Tuesday

At Sportingclub Bokkeduinen
Amersfoort, Netherlands

Purse: $465,930 (Intl. Series)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Allejandro Falla, Colombia, def. Luis Horna
(3), Peru, 6-2, 6-1.

Martin Verkerk (4) Netherlands, def. Melle
van Gemerden, Netherlands, 6-4, 3-6, 6-1.

David Sanchez (5), Spain, def. Michal
Przysienzny, Poland, 6-4, 6-4.

Nicolas Massu (1), Chile, def. Kristof
Vliegen, Belgium, 6-3, 6-4.

Dennis van Scheppingen, Netherlands,
def. Jiri Vanek, Czech Republic, 6-3, 2-6, 6-4.

Adrian Garcia, Chile, def. Marc Rosset,
Switzerland, 7-5, 6-1.

Raemon Sluiter, Netherlands, def. Nicolas
Thomann, France, 6-1, 6-3.

Jean-Rene Lisnard, France, def. Peter Wes-
sels, Netherlands, 2-6, 6-3, 6-3.

Igor Andreev (6), Russia, def. Ruben
Ramirez Hidalgo, Spain, 6-2, 6-2.

Monday
Singles

First Round
Alberto Martin (7), Spain, def. Nick van der

Meer, Netherlands, 6-0, 6-4.
Tomas Behrend, Germany, def. Albert Mon-

tanes (8), Spain, 6-3, 6-0.
Christophe Rochus, Belgium, def. Flavio

Saretta, Brazil, 7-5, 6-3.
Oscar Hernandez, Spain, def. Olivier Mutis,

France, 6-1, 6-3.
Albert Portas, Spain, def. Olivier Rochus,

Belgium, 6-3, 7-6 (2).

Bank of the West Classic
Monday

At The Taube Tennis Center
Stanford, Calif.

Purse: $585,000 (Tier II)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Anca Barna, Germany, def. Iveta Beneso-
va, Czech Republic, 7-6 (3), 4-6, 6-4.

Arantxa Parra Santonja, Spain, def. Alina
Jidkova, Russia, 6-2, 6-1.

Lioudmila Skavronskaia, Russia, def. Petra
Mandula, Hungary, 3-6, 6-2, 6-3.

Lindsay Lee-Waters, United States, def. An-
gela Haynes, United States, 6-2, 6-4.

Maria Vento-Kabchi (8), Venezuela, def.
Eleni Daniilidou, Greece, 6-3, 6-7 (6), 7-6 (6).

Mercedes-Benz Cup
Monday

At The Los Angeles Tennis Center
Los Angeles

Purse: $355,000 (Intl. Series)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Kenneth Carlsen, Denmark, def. Wayne
Arthurs, Australia, 7-6 (3), 6-3.

Jeff Morrison, United States, def. Lester
Cook, United States, 6-2, 6-2.

Karol Beck, Slovakia, def. Andy Ram, Isra-
el, 4-6, 7-6 (1), 6-4.

Glenn Weiner, United States, def. Lee
Hyung-taik, South Korea, 3-6, 7-5, 6-3.

Gilles Elseneer, Belgium, def. Brian Vahaly,
United States, 2-6, 6-4, 7-5.

Nicolas Kiefer, Germany, def. Dominik Hr-
baty, Slovakia, 7-6 (0), 4-6, 6-2.

Deals
Monday’s transactions

BASEBALL
American League

CLEVELAND INDIANS—Sent LHP Scott Stew-
art outright to Buffalo of the IL.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

ATLANTA HAWKS—Signed F Josh Chil-
dress and F Josh Smith to three-year con-
tracts.

MIAMI HEAT—Signed Stan Van Gundy,
coach, and Randy Pfund, general manager,
to multiyear contract extensions.

PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS—Signed G Se-
bastian Telfair to a three-year contract.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

CINCINNATI BENGALS—Waived LB Kenny
Jackson.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS—Signed WR D.J. Hack-
ett and DT John Schlecht.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

ANAHEIM MIGHTY DUCKS—Agreed to
terms with D Vitaly Vishnevski on a
two-year contract.

NEW JERSEY DEVILS—Signed D Richard
Matvichuk.

PHOENIX COYOTES—Signed RW Sheldon
Keefe to a one-year contract.

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS—Signed RW Ryan
VandenBussche.

ST. LOUIS BLUES—Signed F Mike Sillinger.

Newspapers: BALCO
to be fined $772,000

TANK MCNAMARA

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — The
owner and former medical direc-
tor of a San Francisco Bay area
laboratory will be fined more
than $772,000 — the largest fine
ever levied against a licensed lab
in California, according to news-
paper reports.

Victor Conte, the lab’s founder,
and Dr. Brian Goldman, its medi-
cal director, face the fines, which
are more than double the previ-
ous top penalty against a lab, as a
result of “willful and unlawful
conduct,” according to a certified
letter to the Bay Area Laboratory
Co-Operative.

The San Francisco Chronicle
and The Washington Post report-
ed that the California Depart-
ment of Health Services on June
30 sent a “notice of intent to im-
pose sanctions” to Conte and
Goldman.

In February, Conte was indict-
ed as the alleged ringleader of a
conspiracy to distribute illegal
performance-enhancing drugs to
elite athletes. He has pleaded not
guilty.

The state health department
cited three violations in imposing
the fine: operation of a licensed
clinical lab without proper person-
nel, submitting false statements
on licensed documents and allow-
ing an unlicensed person to per-
form complex testing.

The Burlingame lab is at the
center of an sports doping scan-
dal that has enveloped prominent
athletes, including San Francisco
Giants left fielder Barry Bonds
and sprinters Tim Montgomery
and Marion Jones.

Jacobs faces doping hearing
on same day as 1,500 final

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — The
arbitration hearing in Regina Ja-
cobs’ doping case is scheduled for
Sunday, the same day she may be
trying to win her 13th national
title in the 1,500 meters in the
U.S. Olympic trials.

Her lawyer, Edward Williams,
said in a telephone interview Mon-
day that the hearing before three
arbitrators will begin in the morn-
ing and, if necessary, break for
the women’s 1,500 final at 5 p.m.
PDT.

If the American Arbitration As-
sociation hearing has not been
completed by that time, Williams
said, it will resume after the race.

But it is not certain that Jacobs,
who tested positive for the steroid
THG at last year’s U.S. champion-
ships, will be in the final. In fact,
she may not even compete at the
Olympic trials.

As of Monday night, Jacobs
was entered in the 1,500 but her
status was listed as open. That
means she has until 8 p.m. PDT
Wednesday — 48 hours before
the first round of the 1,500 — to
declare whether she is going to
run.

Baseball World Cup
might be put off until 2006

HOUSTON — Major League
Baseball might push back its
plans for a World Cup tourna-
ment until 2006.

Japanese baseball owners last

week rejected the proposal to
have a 16-team tournament next
March that would be jointly run
by Major League Baseball and
the Major League Baseball Play-
ers Association.

South Korean baseball officials
also have balked at the plan.

“We look forward to doing it
with the Japanese and the Kore-
ans if at all possible,” Bob DuPuy,
Major League Baseball’s chief op-
erating officer, said Monday be-
fore the All-Star Home Run
Derby.

DuPuy plans to travel to Japan
within the next month to meet
with baseball officials there.
DuPuy acknowledged there was
little time to wrap up deals in
order to stage a tournament next
spring.

Cards quit offseason workouts
early over labor complaint

TEMPE, Ariz. — The Arizona
Cardinals have ended their offsea-
son workouts a week early after a
group of players complained to
the the union that the team had vi-
olated league rules by working
the players too hard.

NFL Executive Vice President
Harold Henderson and Players
Association Executive Director
Gene Upshaw said the team vio-
lated rules on the intensity level
and tempo of drills during volun-
tary workouts under new coach
Dennis Green.

As a result, the Cardinals have
forfeited the final week of their
offseason program, which was
scheduled to run through Friday.
The team reports to training
camp in Flagstaff Aug. 1.

The Cardinals are the second
team this year to give up volun-
tary workouts because of contract
violations.

The New York Giants, who also
have a new coach, Tom Coughlin,
were told in May that the team
had to give up two days of their
offseason program because of vio-
lations on the length of workouts
and the scheduling of classroom
sessions.

Hurricanes cornerback Rolle
arrested for battery

MIAMI — Miami Hurricanes
cornerback Antrel Rolle has been
charged with a felony count of bat-
tery on a police officer and two
misdemeanors.

The 21-year-old Rolle also is
charged with resisting an officer
without violence and disorderly
conduct, according to the
Miami-Dade County clerk of
courts Web site. No other details
were immediately available.

Local news reports said Rolle
bonded out of Miami-Dade Coun-
ty jail, and officials there con-
firmed he was no longer being
held.

Rolle is scheduled to have a
court hearing Aug. 2, according to
the Web site.

Last season, Rolle was second
on the team with two intercep-
tions and finished sixth with 47
tackles.

SCOREBOARD
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BY BOB BAUM

The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Marion Jones’
smile has long since faded. Stern-faced
and silent, she is struggling just to make
the U.S. Olympic team.

Two days after she failed to make the
team in the 100, Jones was a stunning sev-
enth in the long-jump qual-
ifying Monday night in the
U.S. Olympic track and
field trials.

Her best effort of 20
feet, 11¾ inches was more
than a foot shorter than
what she jumped a decade
ago at Thousand Oaks,
Calif., High School.

Ola Sesay led the qualifi-
ers at 21-9. Grace Up-
shaw, the only other U.S.
jumper who has met the
Olympic standard, was
second at 21-5½. The top
12 advanced to Thurs-
day’s finals.

Jones’ first jump was
her best, followed by marks of 20-9¾ and

20-8½. The odds favor Jones making the

Athens team in the long jump because she

is one of only two U.S. jumpers who have

met the Olympic qualifying standard of

21-11¾.

If she isn’t in the top three in Thursday’s

finals, and those who beat her fail to reach

the qualifying mark by Aug. 9, Jones would

make the U.S. team.

That’s not the route the long jump

bronze medalist in the 2000 Olympics ex-
pected to take.

But nothing is easy these days for the em-
battled track and field star who four years
ago became the first athlete in the sport to
win five Olympic medals, three of them
gold.

Jones never passed through the “mixed
zone,” where she was mobbed by reporters

and television crews on
Saturday. Instead, she
slipped out through a back
gate.

While Jones, who also is
entered in the 200 meters
in the trials, toiled under
the glare of an investiga-
tion by the U.S. Anti-Dop-
ing Agency, there were tri-
umphs on the track at Hor-
net Stadium on Monday
night.

Jearl Miles-Clark
earned a trip to her fifth
Olympics with a victory in
the women’s 800 meters.
Miles-Clark went to the
1988 Games in the relay

pool, but did not run. She has competed in
the past three Olympics.

“She deserved it. I’m so proud of her,”

her sister-in-law Hazel Clark said. “It’s her

last Olympic trials, she’s so tough. I admire
her so much. She represents a clean ath-
lete and has a lot of dignity, great morals.

She is my role model.”

Hazel Clark was third in the race, earn-

ing a second trip to the Olympics. Nicole

Teeter was second. Hazel Clark got a big

surprise as she left the track when boy-
friend Wenston Riley proposed to her.

She said a loud “yes” as he hugged her
and lifted her off the ground.

Shayne Culpepper, wife of U.S. maratho-
ner Alan Culpepper, won the women’s
5,000 in 15:07.41, edging three-time defend-
ing U.S. champion Marla Runyon by
seven-hundredths of a second. Shalane
Flanagan was third.

The last of the “BALCO Four” was elimi-
nated from competition.

Alvin Harrison failed to make the finals
in the 400 meters, then threatened to sue

USA Track & Field for “bias and discrimina-
tion.” Harrison is one of four track athletes
facing a possible lifetime ban for doping
even though they have not tested positive.

The U.S. Anti-Doping Agency charged
the four based on evidence gathered in the
criminal investigation of the Bay Area Lab-
oratory Cooperative (BALCO). All four
have denied the allegations and hearings
are pending.

Before Harrison’s departure, Jones’ boy-
friend and world record holder Tim Mont-
gomery failed to make the team in the 100
meters and Chryste Gaines didn’t make
the finals in the women’s 100. Jones has
not been accused of wrongdoing by
USADA but remains under investigation.

The other accused athlete, Michelle Col-
lins, withdrew from the meet, citing a ham-
string injury. Nineteen-year-old Sanya Ri-
chards led qualifiers’ in Collins’ event, the
400 meters, at a personal-best 50.22 sec-
onds Monday night.

The latest in a series of collegiate athletes
to shine in the trials was Jonathan Johnson
of Texas Tech, who won the 800 meters in
1:44.77. Khadevis Robinson was second and
Derrick Peterson third. The favorite, David
Krummenacker, was fourth. The top three
in each event make the U.S. team. Krum-
menacker had not planned to run the 1,500,
but said he might change his mind.

Kindergarten teacher Tisha Waller won
the high jump at 6-6.

Another collegian, Chaunte Howard of
Georgia Tech, was second, followed by Amy
Acuff, who earned her third Olympic berth.

Aretha Hill won the women’s discus at
208-6. She made the Olympic team eight
years ago, but just missed in 2000.

James Parker, part of the Air Force’s
world class athlete program, won the
men’s hammer at 254-6.

The trials take a two-day break before re-
suming Thursday.

BY BETH HARRIS

The Associated Press

LONG BEACH, Calif. — The
challenges just keep coming for
Michael Phelps.

The world’s best swimmer
couldn’t keep pace with Aaron
Peirsol leaving the final turn in the
200-meter backstroke, and lost for
the first time in the U.S. Olympic
swim trials Monday night.

Peirsol pulled away on the final
lap to win in a world record 1
minute, 54.74 seconds — break-
ing his own mark of 1:55.15 set
two years ago. Phelps earned the
other Olympic berth, finishing
second in 1:55.86.

“Having a loss like that will def-
initely fuel me a little bit more,”
Phelps said. “I don’t like to lose.”

His next challenge comes Tues-
day night in the 100 butterfly
final, the last of Phelps’ six indi-
vidual races during the eight-day
trials. Like the 200 back, it will be
another match race: Phelps vs.
world-record holder Ian Crocker.

Crocker was the fastest semifi-
nal qualifier in 51.25 seconds.
Phelps won his heat in 51.89.

“I love going fast. I love surpris-
ing myself,” Crocker said. “That’s
my thrill. I’m real interested to
see how fast I can go, and I’m real
interested to see where Michael
is at, too.”

Their rivalry was established

during last year’s world champi-
onships, where Crocker set the
world mark of 50.98 in upsetting
Phelps, who had previously
owned the record.

“I’m really excited,” said
Phelps. “Hopefully with some
good rest, him and I and the rest
of the field will have a good race.”

Phelps keeps a photo of Crock-
er on his bedroom wall as motiva-
tion. He may need to add one of
Peirsol, who has defeated him in
their past three meetings, includ-
ing twice at a meet in Santa Clara
in May.

“I don’t ever want to lose my
race,” said Peirsol, the silver med-
alist in Sydney who hasn’t lost the
200 back since then. “I love that
thing.”

Peirsol and Phelps were both
under world-record pace for the
first three laps, matching each
other nearly stroke for stroke.

Peirsol came off the final turn
faster, and Phelps said that cost
him the race.

“It’s going to make me go back
to the drawing board and try to
change some things,” Phelps
said. “It gave me sort of a mes-
sage. I knew what I’m trying to do
isn’t easy. No one said it was.”

Phelps bounced back to win the
200 individual medley, making
him the first American male to
qualify for five individual swim-

ming events in an Olympics. It
was his third race of the night, all
in just over an hour.

At the Athens Games, he wants
to break Mark Spitz’s record of
seven gold medals.

“If he gets five gold medals, I
won’t be the spoiler,” Peirsol
said. “He still would have done
something special.”

Phelps won the 200 IM in
1:56.71 — 0.77 seconds off his
own world record. Ryan Lochte
took the second Olympic berth in
1:59.71.

Amanda Beard is going to her
third Olympics, having qualified
in three events. She won the 200
breaststroke by nearly 5 seconds
in a world-record time of 2:22.44.
That broke the mark of 2:22.96
set by Australia’s Leisel Jones,
who had taken the record from
Beard last week.

Caroline Bruce was the sur-
prise runner-up, earning her first
trip to the Olympics in 2:27.22.
Former Olympians Kristy Kowal
(third), Megan Quann (sixth) and
Staciana Stitts (eighth) failed to

qualify for Athens. Tara Kirk, al-
ready going to the Olympics in the
100 breaststroke, finished fifth.

There was another upset in the
100 freestyle when Kara Lynn
Joyce held off Natalie Coughlin
by four-hundreths of a second.
Joyce won with a time of 54.38.
Coughlin was second in 54.42.

They each qualified for the
Olympics. Jenny Thompson was
fifth at 55.03, but could still land a
spot on the relay team.

Maritza Correia finished fourth
and became the first black
woman to make the U.S. swim-
ming team. She’ll be eligible for
the relay.

“It’s a great honor,” Correia
said. “I hope I’m the first of
many.”

Ticket to Greece
Athletes who qualified Monday in
the U.S. Olympic trials for next
month’s Athens Games:

Men’s 800
Jonathan Johnson, Khadevis Robin-
son, Derrick Peterson

Men’s hammer
James Parker (U.S. Air Force), A.G.
Kruger, Travis Nutter

Women’s 800
Jearl Miles-Clark, Nicole Teter, Hazel
Clark

Women’s 5,000
Shayne Culpepper, Marla Runyan,
Shalane Flanagan

Women’s high jump
Tisha Waller, Chaunte Howard, Amy
Acuff

Women’s discus
Aretha Hill, Stephanie Brown, Seilala
Sua

Phelps falls to Peirsol in 200 back

Seventh-place effort enough to reach finals
but short of embattled star’s expectations

AP

Aaron Peirsol broke his own world

record Monday in the 200-meter

backstroke (1:54.74).

In long jump, more trial and error for Jones

AP

Marion Jones, whose best jump Monday was

20 feet, 11¾ inches, is one of two Ameri-

cans who have met the Olympic qualifying

standard of 21-11¾, making her a favorite

to qualify for the event in the Athens Games.

AP

Michael Phelps, who lost his first race in the U.S. Olympic swim trials

on Monday, is the first American male to qualify for five individual Olym-

pic swimming events. Phelps won the 200 IM on Monday night.
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Indiana native tries to resurrect basketball career at Pacers camp

Carlos Boozer

The Associated Press

DETROIT — Antonio McDyess
has accepted the Detroit Pistons’
four-year, $23 million contract
offer, a source told The Associat-
ed Press on Monday.

The NBA champion Pistons
will be able to sign the 6-foot-9 for-
ward on Wednesday when a
two-week player movement mora-
torium expires. The source,
speaking on condition of anonymi-
ty, said a fifth year is included in
the deal but it is not guaranteed.

McDyess has averaged 16.7
points, 8.5 rebounds and 1.6
blocks during his eight-year ca-
reer, which has been plagued by
injuries since the 2000-01 season.

He played 42 games last season
— 24 in Phoenix and 18 with New
York — and averaged 6.9 points
and 6.1 rebounds.

McDyess played just 10 games
for Denver during the 2001-02
season — one season after averag-
ing 20.8 points and 12.1 rebounds

— and missed all of the 2002-03
season with knee problems.

He will likely fill the void left
by reserve center Mehmet Okur,
a restricted free agent who has
agreed to sign with the Utah Jazz.

Detroit is not expected to
match the offer to Okur because
its top priority is signing Rasheed
Wallace, who helped the Pistons
knock off the Los Angeles Lakers
in the NBA Finals.

Miami’s Van Gundy, Pfund
get contract extensions

MIAMI — With the Miami
Heat on the verge of acquiring
Shaquille O’Neal, the team signed
coach Stan Van Gundy to a multi-
year extension Monday.

General Manager Randy Pfund
also received an extension.

The trade for O’Neal could be-
come official Wednesday. He’s ex-
pected to join the Heat in ex-
change for Lamar Odom, Brian
Grant, Caron Butler and a
first-round draft pick.

Van Gundy, who took over
when Pat Riley stepped down last
October, led the Heat to their first
postseason berth in three years.

Heat owner Arison:
Team not for sale

MIAMI — In the wake of a re-
port that Michael Jordan is inter-
ested in buying the Miami Heat,
team owner Micky Arison said
Monday the franchise is not for
sale.

Arison was out of town but re-
sponded to the report through a
Heat spokesman.

According to The Chicago Tri-
bune, an unidentified source said
Jordan has been in discussions
with the Heat about joining the or-
ganization as an owner. A repre-
sentative of Jordan’s did not re-
fute the report.

“Michael has said repeatedly
that he continues to explore op-
portunities to return to the NBA
in a majority ownership capaci-
ty,” Estee Portnoy, Jordan’s
spokeswoman said in a state-
ment. “While we won’t comment
on speculation, Michael’s interest
remains particularly strong.”

Hawks sign first-round picks
Childress, Smith

ATLANTA — The Atlanta
Hawks said Monday they signed
their two first-round draft picks
— forwards Josh Childress and
Josh Smith.

Childress, the sixth overall pick
in the draft last month, was an
All-American last season at Stan-
ford as a junior.

The 6-9 Smith, the No. 17 over-
all pick, played last season at Oak
Hill Academy in Virginia.

According to the NBA’s rookie
salary scale, Childress’ 3-year
deal will be worth about $6.7 mil-
lion, while Smith’s will be worth
about $3.4 million.

BY JON KRAWCZYNSKI

The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Luke Reck-
er watched prep stars and college
underclassmen dominate the
early part of the NBA Draft this
year.

It wasn’t too long ago that Reck-
er, a high school All-American,
figured to be following a similar
path.

“When you’re coming out of
high school as an All-American,
you’re thinking, ‘Oh I’m staying
one, two years like everybody
else now and I’m going to be a lot-
tery pick,’ ” Recker said Monday.
“And that’s just not reality for a
lot of us. It’d be great that way.
But some people have to take a
different route and I’ve definitely
taken a different route.”

After two college transfers, a se-
rious car accident and stints in
Italy and the NBDL, Recker is
back home in Indiana, hoping to
resurrect a once-promising ca-
reer at the Pacers’ rookie/free
agent camp.

Recker was dubbed the next
big thing when he came to Indi-
ana University in 1997. He never
fit in with the Hoosiers and trans-
ferred to Arizona after averaging
16.1 points as a sophomore.

That’s when his life changed.
Recker was driving with his

girlfriend at the time and her
brother in Durango, Colo., on
July 10, 1999, when he was in a
car accident with a drunken driv-
er. His girlfriend was partially
paralyzed and Recker had to
have part of his left ear reat-
tached.

“There’s certainly been a lot of
things that he’s gone through
over the last couple years, and the
fact that he’s still at it, still improv-
ing his game are really good signs
for his career,” Pacers coach
Rick Carlisle said.

Recker never played a game

with Arizona, transferring to
Iowa, where he averaged 18.1
points as a junior before a knee in-
jury sidelined him for most of his
senior year.

He got a tryout with the Miami
Heat as an undrafted rookie and
was cut on the final day of train-
ing camp.

“I was very close, too close,”
Recker said. “Alonzo Mourning
was sick with his kidneys, so they
had to pick a big guy up and re-
lease a guard, and that was me.”

When asked if that topped the
list of disappointing moments in
his life, Recker chuckled.

“This is a game, it’s my career,
but there’s a lot more important
things in life,” said Recker, who
still has a deep scar under his left
ear. “Unfortunately, that’s the
way this business works. You
can’t hold grudges, you just have
to go back to work.”

Recker played one season with
the Asheville Altitude in the
NBA’s developmental league,

then averaged 16.7 points last sea-
son for an elite team in Roseto,
Italy.

It was a far cry from where he
assumed he would be at this point
in his career. But he says he’s bet-
ter for it.

“It makes you tougher,” Reck-
er said. “You’re very spoiled in
college, especially at the Big Ten
level. You receive nice accommo-
dations, everything’s first class
when you’re in the Big Ten.

“In minor league basketball,
you’re busing a lot and not stay-
ing in the nicest hotels. It just
makes you stronger.”

All that led up to Monday,and
Recker found himself wearing a
Pacers jersey, taking jump shots
in an arena about two hours from
where he grew up.

“It does feel like home,” Reck-
er said after the morning work-
out. “I love the state of Indiana.
There’s some great people here
— my family and friends. So it’s
good to be home again.”

As good as it does feel, Recker
is far from comfortable. He
knows he’s a long shot to make
the roster of a team that won an
NBA-best 61 games during the
regular season.

His first step is to impress Carl-
isle in this week’s mini-camp be-
fore heading to Utah for summer
league play.

So far, so good, Carlisle said.
“He has some terrific tools to

play the game at a high level,”
Carlisle said. “The important
thing about him being here is that
he’s here because he’s a good bas-
ketball player, not because he’s
an Indiana guy. We don’t do that.”

While he isn’t anywhere close
to securing a roster spot with his
hometown Pacers, Recker can’t
help but smile when considering
the possibilities.

“Ideally this would be a perfect
place,” he said. “But I don’t want
to get ahead of myself. I just want
to go out and work hard and see
where it takes me.”

Source: Cavs
offer Boozer
one-year deal

Source: McDyess agrees with Pistons

Recker takes the long way home

AP

Since playing basketball at Indiana as a sophomore, Luke Recker has

been through two transfers, a car accident and a knee injury. He’s

trying to earn a spot on the Pacers roster at rookie/free agent camp.

BY TOM WITHERS

The Associated Press

Making a last-ditch effort to re-
tain Carlos Boozer, the Cleveland
Cavaliers have offered him a
one-year contract worth about $5
million amid reports he will part
ways with his agent, The Associat-
ed Press has learned.

The power forward’s reputa-
tion has taken a beating over the
past week after he stunned Cleve-
land by agreeing to a $68 million
offer from the Utah Jazz. Days
earlier, the Cavs declined to exer-
cise a $695,000 option on Boozer’s
contract — thereby making him a
free agent — in the belief he
would accept a 6-year, $41 mil-
lion deal to remain in Cleveland.

But the move backfired when
Boozer reneged on a verbal under-
standing with the Cavs and decid-
ed to take $27 million more from
Utah.

Boozer’s decision has been
heavily criticized around the
NBA, with agents and team execu-
tives saying it has undermined
the mutual trust many of them
have for one another.

If Boozer accepts the Cavs’ new
offer, which was confirmed to the
AP by a source close to the negoti-
ations who spoke on condition of
anonymity, he would put himself
in position to be eligible next sum-
mer for an even larger contract
than the ones Utah and Cleveland
have offered.

Boozer and his agent, Rob
Pelinka, did not return phone
calls Monday.

Pelinka’s boss, Arn Tellem, did
not return a call seeking com-
ment on reports that his agency,
SFX, has decided to part ways
with Boozer in the wake of the
contract fiasco.
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BY JOHN LEICESTER

The Associated Press

GUERET, France — Robbie
McEwen of Australia used a
burst of speed before the finish
line Tuesday to win the ninth
stage of the Tour de France,
while five-time champion Lance
Armstrong finished in the main
pack.

Head down, McEwen passed at
least 10 riders down the stretch,
racing along the barriers and
crossing the line just ahead of Nor-
wegian champion Thor Hushovd,
becoming the first two-stage win-
ner of this Tour.

“It’s a beautiful victory,” said
McEwen, who rode with a sore
knee and back, injuries he got in a
crash last week. “I gave all of my
energy to that sprint.”

Armstrong, trying for a record
sixth straight title, finished com-
fortably in the main pack in 44th
place at the end of the undulating,
hilly stage in central France. Jan
Ullrich, his main rival, was 25th.
Both finished in the same time as
McEwen’s 3 hours, 32 minutes
and 55 seconds.

Frenchman Thomas Voeckler
retained the overall lead. He
leads sixth-placed Armstrong by
9 minutes, 35 seconds. Ullrich
trails the Texan by 55 seconds.

“We just sat on the wheel, took
it easy. We didn’t have to take any
responsibility,” Armstrong said.
The stage “was fine, didn’t really
surprise me at all.”

Spain’s Inigo Landaluze and
Italian rider Filippo Simeoni, who
broke away and rode in front for
most of the race, were overtaken
by McEwen, Hushovd and the
chasing pack of riders in the dash
for the line.

McEwen said his knee was so
painful Monday, a rest day, that
he had to stop six times during a
training ride. He set out on Tues-
day thinking, “I just hope I sur-
vive.”

After Tuesday’s victory, he

rated his condition overall as
“still very good.”

“I don’t want to sound like I’m a
one-legged man,” he said.

“After today, I feel like I’ve
been — at least in the first half of
the Tour — the best sprinter.”

The 32-year-old McEwen also
won a sprint finish in stage two to
Namur in Belgium. He won the
green jersey as best sprinter in
2002, and has five stage victories
in seven Tours. He is the current
holder of the green jersey — and
hopes to win it at the finish in
Paris on July 25.

Hushovd, the Norwegian who
won a sprint finish in Sunday’s
stage, zoomed up the left of the
finish straight, while McEwen
stayed right, skimming the barri-

ers. They were neck-to-neck at
the line, with McEwen just ahead.

The two breakaway riders, Lan-
daluze and Simeoni, surged
ahead of the pack 23½ miles from
the start and built up a lead of
around 10 minutes.

The pack began to chase with
about 42 miles to go, and gradual-
ly closed the gap. As they round-
ed the last corner to the finish,
Landaluze and Simeoni were with-
in sight of chasers. Their tired
legs couldn’t get them over the
line ahead of faster sprinters.

The 99½-mile ride, the shortest
of this Tour with the exception of
time-trial courses, started in
Saint-Leonard-de-Noblat, the
hometown of retired French
great Raymond Poulidor.

On Wednesday, riders embark
on the longest, and so far tough-
est, ride of the Tour, a 147-mile
trek with nine climbs — including
a 3½-mile ascent up a gradient of
eight percent.

“It will be hard, especially if
the race starts aggressively like it
did today,” Armstrong said. “A lot
of people will be going home if it
starts like that.”

Golf, tennis championships scheduled

Armstrong stays with pack, in sixth overall

BY RUSTY BRYAN

Stars and Stripes

The Army and Air Force will
hold European championship golf
tournaments in the next three
weeks.

The Army’s championship is
set for July 20-22 at the Heidel-
berg Golf Course in Oftersheim,
Germany. The event will be a
54-hole, medal-play tournament.

The Air Force tournament is
scheduled for Aug. 1-5 at Laken-
heath’s Beckland Pines Golf
Course in England. It also uses
the 54-hole, medal-play format.

Both tournaments are open to
U.S. Defense Department
ID-cardholders who are 18 or
older. The entry fee for the
Army-Europe event — which will
award championships in men’s
open and senior and women’s
open divisions — is $35.

Men’s open golfers must have
an established handicap of 15 or
better. There is no handicap re-
quirement for seniors, age 55 and
older, or women.

For more information about the
Army tournament, call DSN
379-6139 or commercial, +49-(0)
6202-80-6139.

The U.S. Air Forces in Europe
fee is $20 ($50 for non-Air Force
annual greens fee holders). Win-
ners will be awarded in men’s
open, senior’s (30-39 years) and
master’s divisions (40 years and
older) and women’s division. The
Air Force will send its active-duty
winners to the Air Force trial
camp at Colorado Springs, Colo.,
Sept. 12-18.

Point of contact for the Air

Force tourney is Derek Turner at
DSN 226-2223, commercial,
+44-1638-52-2223, or e-mail at:
derek.turner@lakenheath.af.mil.

Tennis

The top military tennis players
will be in competition later this
month in the U.S. Forces Europe
championships, to be held July
23-25 at Patrick Henry Village,
Heidelberg.

There is no entry fee for the
tournament, which offers champi-
onships in women’s singles,
men’s open, senior’s (30-39 years
and master’s (40 years and
older).

There are also titles on the line
in men’s and mixed doubles.

For tennis information, call
Adel Ismail at DSN 388-9037, or
civilian at +49-(0)6221-338-9037
or (0)177-517-8520.

E-mail Rusty Bryan at:
bryanr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

McEwen wins ninth stage

AP

Lance Armstrong, left, is 9 min-

utes, 35 seconds behind Tour

leader Thomas Voeckler.

Military sports

AP

Australian Robbie McEwen has won two stages in this year’s Tour de

France, and hopes to win the green jersey given to the top sprinter.
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TROON, FROM BACK PAGE

There is one trick to Royal
Troon — get your birdies while
you can.

The first seven holes run south
along the Firth of Clyde with a
prevailing breeze at the players’
backs. The front nine is a par 36
at only 3,462 yards, and even the
601-yard sixth hole — the longest
in British Open history — can be
reached in two by most players.

The back nine is dead into the
wind, and is a par 35 at 3,713
yards.

“If you’re even par after the
front nine, you think you’ve lost
something,” Love said. “And if
you’re even par on the back, you
think you did pretty good.”

Royal Troon is just north of
Prestwick, where the British
Open was held the first 12 years
and Colin Montgomerie is famous
for saying, “If you’re not under
par after nine holes at Troon, you
may as well go to the clubhouse at
Prestwick and have lunch.”

Goosen’s victory at Shinnecock
Hills kept one streak alive —
Americans have not swept the
four majors since Craig Stadler
(Masters), Tom Watson (U.S.
Open and British Open) and Ray-
mond Floyd (PGA) in 1982.

But they have enjoyed great
success at Royal Troon, five
straight victories dating to Arnold
Palmer in 1962. Justin Leonard
won the claret jug the last time
the Open was held at Troon in
1997, coming from five shots off
the lead.

The best American hope used
to be Woods, but that’s not neces-
sarily the case anymore.

Woods has only one victory this
year, in the Accenture Match
Play Championship, and he has
not seriously challenged in the
past three majors. Tensions ran
high last month in the U.S. Open,
when his caddie kicked over the
lens of a news photographer on
the 10th tee and confiscated the
camera of someone in the gallery
during the final round.

There is great scrutiny of
Woods’ swing, and great curiosity
where the ball is going.

“Pure and simple, he can’t

drive the ball in the fairway,”
Nick Price said. “From all I’ve
seen now the last five months, his
off-the-tee game is so erratic, and
there’s no pattern to it because
he’s losing it right and left. Until
such time as he starts getting the
ball in the fairway, he’s going to
struggle.

“You have to be a great driver
of the ball to win major champion-
ships.”

Mickelson has never finished
in the top 10 in a British Open, al-
though he has never played this
well. And he has never been this
excited about playing in golf’s old-
est championship.

“In the past, I felt not as com-
fortable with the type of shot that
I needed to hit or the way to hit
them,” Mickelson said.

“Many of the shots that I have
worked on throughout the year
are shots I’ll be expecting to use
at Troon.”

Woods narrowly made the cut
in the Western Open and wound
up in a tie for seventh, another
top 10 that only made his game
look better than it is. He was
working on the low stinger shot
that figures to come in handy in
the British Open. But Woods, who
won at St. Andrews at a record 19
under par, said British links re-
quire a variety of shots.

“You can get suckered into hit-
ting the low ball all day,” he said.
“The problem is you start doing
that, and then you can’t get the
ball in the air. One of the things I
work on for the British Open is
trying to hit the ball really high
and really low, so I’ve got a whole
arsenal I can work with out
there.”

Facts & figures
Event: 133rd British Open
Dates: July 15-18
Site: Royal Troon
Length: 7,175 yards
Par: 71
Format: 72 holes, stroke play
Playoff: Four holes, stroke play
Purse: 4 million pounds
Winner’s share: 720,000 pounds
Defending champion: Ben Curtis
Last year: Ben Curtis closed with a

2-under 69 for a one-shot victory over Th-
omas Bjorn and Vijay Singh, with Tiger
Woods and Davis Love III another shot
behind.
Curtis, No. 396 in the world ranking, be-

came the first player since Francis
Ouimet in the 1913 U.S. Open to win the
first major he entered. He only qualified
by his tie for 15th in the Western Open,
his best finish yet in his rookie year. Cur-
tis was the only player to break par at
Royal St. George’s, finishing at 1-under
283.
Open champions at Royal Troon:

Arthur Havers (1923), Bobby Locke
(1950), Arnold Palmer (1962), Tom
Weiskopf (1973), Tom Watson (1982),
Mark Calcavecchia (1989), Justin Le-
onard (1997).
Anniversary: Seve Ballesteros won the

first of his five majors 25 years ago in
the British Open, playing one shot out of
the parking lot at Royal Lytham & St.
Annes to beat Jack Nicklaus and Ben
Crenshaw by three shots.
Quoteworthy: “More people probably

dream of going to the Masters, but I
think more people have grown up
around the world seeing the Open Cham-
pionship as the biggest tournament in
the world.” — Davis Love III.

BY RICK GOSSELIN

The Dallas Morning News

DALLAS — NFL champion-
ships have always been won on
the field during the season. But
teams historically have been able
to stack the deck during the off-
season.

Tampa Bay traded several pre-
mium draft picks in 2002 for
coach Jon Gruden, who directed
the Buccaneers to their first
Super Bowl championship that
season.

Baltimore signed free-agent
tight end Shannon Sharpe in
2000, St. Louis traded for running

back Marshall
Faulk in 1999,
and the Cow-
boys signed
free-agent cor-
nerback Deion

Sanders in 1995. All were Pro
Bowl additions — and all three
teams went on to win Super
Bowls that season.

Make the right move in March
and you may wind up with a
Super Bowl ring in February.

The Washington Redskins cer-
tainly hope so. The Redskins have
been among the NFL’s busiest
teams this offseason. That’s been
their history under the ownership
of Dan Snyder.

But with the Skins coming off a
fourth consecutive non-playoff
season, Snyder made his boldest
move yet — bolder even than the
signings of future Hall of Famers
Sanders and Bruce Smith in 2000.

This offseason, Snyder lured a
current Hall of Famer to Red-
skins Park, hiring Joe Gibbs back
as head coach. He’s the 14th-win-
ningest coach in NFL history. He
also won three Super Bowls with
three different quarterbacks.

In a salary-cap world, a greater
premium has been placed on the
head coach. Stability on the side-
line can overcome a lack of stabili-
ty on the field. Witness the quick
turnarounds at Kansas City and
Dallas after Dick Vermeil and
Bill Parcells were coaxed out of
retirement.

Snyder invested $25 million in
Gibbs. It figures to be money well
spent. Gibbs represents the best
offseason addition in the NFL.

Actually, put him down as 1A.
The addition of Pro Bowl half-

back Clinton Portis ranks as 1B.
He’s already a great NFL run-

ner, having rushed for 1,500
yards in each of his first two NFL
seasons. His new coach can make
Portis an even better runner.

Gibbs likes to pound the ball
and has been able to generate a
ground game no matter how tal-
ented his ball carrier.

Gibbs made a 200-yard rusher
out of unheralded Timmy Smith
in the 1988 Super Bowl and a
1,200-yard rusher out of an aging
Earnest Byner in 1990. At 22, Por-
tis is still at the front end of his ca-
reer. He’s arguably the most tal-
ented back Gibbs has coached.
Gibbs and Portis pose a daunting
combination in ’04 and thereafter.

But the Redskins weren’t the
only team that swung for the fenc-
es this offseason. Here are eight
more additions that round out the
NFL’s Top 10 offseason moves:

1A. Joe Gibbs

1B. Clinton Portis
3. Terrell Owens, WR, Philadel-

phia: The Eagles have tried for
three years to win on offense with
a star quarterback and 10 role
players. Having lost three
straight NFC title games, Andy
Reid decided it was time to bring
in another star to ease Donovan
McNabb’s burden. Owens has
caught 51 TD passes in his past
four seasons. Suddenly, McNabb
has a go-to guy.

4. Gunther Cunningham, defen-
sive coordinator, Kansas City:
Cunningham spoiled Kansas City
fans with a physical, attacking de-
fense in the 1990s that made the
Chiefs annual Super Bowl con-
tenders. But under Greg Robin-
son the past three years, the
Chiefs played a softer, finesse
style that sank to 29th in the NFL
in defense in 2003. Now Cunning-
ham is back, and so are those
Super Bowl aspirations.

5. Corey Dillon, RB, New En-
gland: Bill Belichick won two
Super Bowls in the last three
years with a sub par running
game. Dillon gives the Patriots
what Owens gives the Eagles —
someone to ease the pressure on
an overburdened quarterback.

If Belichick can convince Dil-
lon it’s a team game, pencil in the
Patriots as favorites to repeat.

6. Damien Woody, G, Detroit:
Woody was the best blocker on
the best team in football in 2003.
But when New England won the
title without an injured Woody
last February, the Patriots decid-
ed against overpaying to keep
him. So he brings his talent and
leadership to one of the most tal-
ented young offenses in the NFL.

7. Antoine Winfield, CB, Minne-
sota: The Vikings lacked grit on de-
fense, which explains why the
NFL’s best offense sat out the 2003
postseason. Pound-for-pound, Win-
field is one of the toughest players
in the NFL. He’s only 5-9 but
comes off a 94-tackle season for
the AFC’s best defense (Buffalo).
The Vikes spent $35 million on
true grit.

8. Jeff Garcia, QB, Cleveland:
A controversy at quarterback pro-
duced a lack of continuity on of-
fense, which sank the Browns
from playoff contender in 2002 to
last-place finisher in 2003. With
the arrival of Garcia and depar-
ture of Tim Couch, there is no
longer a controversy. Garcia
brings a Pro Bowl presence to a
huddle that sorely needs some
leadership.

9. Pete Rodriguez, special
teams coach, Jacksonville: The
Jaguars fielded the worst special
teams in the NFL in Jack Del
Rio’s debut season as head coach.
So he fired the inexperienced Bill
Bates and hired the experienced
Rodriguez, one of the league’s
best in the kicking game. In the
last 10 years, Rodriguez has
coached special teams that led the
NFL at Washington and Seattle.

10. Kerry Collins, QB, Oakland:
Al Davis has a fondness for the
long ball, and Collins has the arm
to return that weapon to the Oak-
land offense. He has a string of
four consecutive 3,000-yard sea-
sons. He wasn’t the problem in
New York, but he can be a big
part of the solution in Oakland.

Troon: British course is back-loaded

AP

Spectators watch at Royal Troon’s eighth hole, known as the “Postage Stamp” for its small green, as Ben

Curtis, last year’s British Open winner, hits out of a bunker known as “the coffin” during a practice round.

Ranking the NFL’s
offseason moves
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Guerrero, Bonds were MVPs of baseball’s first half

AP

Oakland Athletics left-hander Mark Mulder, the American League start-

er inTuesday’s All-Star Game, is relatively unknown despite winning

more games than any other pitcher since 2001.

BY CHRIS HAFT

San Jose (Calif.) Mercury News

SAN JOSE, Calif. — By nearly
any standard, Mark Mulder is
among the brightest of the
All-Stars who have gathered in
Houston. But the A’s left-hander
won’t swagger into Tuesday
night’s start for the American
League thinking he ranks among
baseball’s pitching royalty.

“There are guys who have been
doing it a lot longer and been a lot
more success-
ful,” Mulder
said. “You get a
little nervous
around those
guys — ‘nervous’
is the wrong way
to put it. But just
walking into the
clubhouse is
kind of intimidat-
ing,” Mulder
said.

Mulder lacks
the big-name rep-
utation of Randy
Johnson, Curt
Schilling or
Roger Clemens.
Although his
years in the
major leagues
(five) falls short
of the number of
Cy Young
Awards won by Clemens (six),
Mulder has achieved more in re-
cent seasons than almost any of
his peers.

Since the start of the 2001 sea-
son, Mulder has won 67 games,
more than any other major leagu-
er — including Schilling (64),
Johnson (61) and Clemens (60).
With a 12-2 record this season,
he’s tied with Texas’ Kenny Rog-
ers for the big-league lead in victo-
ries. Mulder leads the AL in com-
plete games (four) and innings
(1312/3) and owns the league’s

fourth-best ERA (3.21).
But figures don’t accurately re-

flect why Mulder has made his
second All-Star team in a row and
is rivaling the game’s top pitchers
for supremacy. Talk to Mulder
about the unofficial yet widely
used statistic known as a “quality
start” — three runs or fewer al-
lowed in six innings or more —
and he’ll ridicule you. Talk to him
about the quality of Oakland’s
ability to compete when he’s on
the mound, and you’ll get a sense

of what drives
him.

“They make a
big deal about
quality starts.
But if you go six
innings and
allow three runs,
that’s a 4.50
ERA. In reality,
that’s not a good
thing,” Mulder
said. “But if you
keep your team
in the game and
give them a
chance to win
each and every
start, what could
be better than
that? That, to me,
is my main goal.”

For instance,
one of Mulder’s
most satisfying

outings of the season fell short of
the “quality start” standard. On
June 29 he yielded four runs and
nine hits in seven innings against
Anaheim. Mulder left the game
trailing, 4-3, but he and the A’s
prevailed on Bobby Crosby’s
two-run single off Francisco Rod-
riguez in the bottom of the sev-
enth.

“I was proud of that start,” Mul-
der said. “I didn’t have my best
stuff. I didn’t have great control. I
gave up four runs, but I battled.
To me, that was the bottom line,

that I battled my butt off and we

ended up winning.”

Mulder’s “battles” aren’t furi-

ous. He projects a calm image on

the mound, eschewing the grunt-

ing or fist-pumping of other hurl-

ers.

Although he routinely dispatch-

es opponents with a minimum of
pitches and therefore throws
some of the fastest games in the
majors, he never rushes through
his task, recalling the John Wood-
en maxim, “Be quick but don’t
hurry.”

“He knows how to win,” A’s
catcher Damian Miller said.
“Whenever he gets in trouble, the
damage is limited. He has a great
knack for that. You see a lot of
other guys panic. They get in trou-
ble, and it’s a three- or four-run in-
ning. He gets the bases loaded
and it’s a one-run inning.”

Said Mulder, “The minute you
start getting in trouble, you can’t
try to do new stuff. You can’t try
to make a nasty pitch or ‘paint the
black’ because that’s when you
fall behind. You have to stick with
what works for you and go after
hitters like there’s nobody on
base.”

Unlike many young pitchers,
Mulder, 26, is acutely aware that
the pitcher controls the action.

“Nothing’s going to happen
until I throw a pitch,” he said.
“The team relies on me to make
good pitches. That’s what I like,
though. I can dictate the tempo of
the game, basically.”

A’s right fielder Jermaine Dye
has noticed what Mulder brings
to his craft. “He’s smart,” Dye
said. “He studies the game, stud-
ies the hitters and knows what to
do and what not to do to them.”

Mulder’s also intelligent
enough to know what people want
to see Tuesday night when he
faces Barry Bonds, Sammy Sosa
and the other National League
power hitters.

“It’s an All-Star Game. So I’m
just going to go after them,” Mul-
der said jovially. “Trust me, I’m
not going to try to walk a single
one of these guys, let’s put it that
way. If it happens, it happens. But
I’m not going to try to.”

All-Star starter’s lack of flash is more than offset by AL’s best record

BY KEN DAVIDOFF

Newsday

Unless you’re Jimy Williams —
at least Bob Brenly can blame the
injuries — then this was a fine
first half to the 2004 baseball sea-
son.

If you are the Houston Astros’
manager (for now), then a) we’ll
never understand what it is
you’re rebelling against; and b)
you blew it, buddy. See you very
shortly on the unemployment
line.

For everyone else, here are our
reflections on what has hap-
pened, and a complete guess at
what will happen.

American League Most Valu-
able Player: Vladimir Guerrero,
Anaheim. With virtually all of his
teammates getting hurt at some
juncture, he is the primary rea-
son the Angels are still around.

American League Least Valu-
able Player: Bret Boone, Seattle.
Could it be that Aaron’s brother is

still reeling from the negative re-
views he received for his broad-
casting in last year’s AL Champi-
onship Series? (Probably not.)

National League Most Valu-
able Player: Barry Bonds, San
Francisco. There are so many
worthy candidates (Jim Thome,
Scott Rolen, Albert Pujols), but
only one superhuman.

National League Least Valu-
able Player: We see no complete-
ly healthy busts, so we reluctantly
give the honor to an injury-prone
quartet: Atlanta’s Chipper Jones,
Arizona’s Richie Sexson and Colo-
rado’s Larry Walker and Preston
Wilson.

American League Cy Young
Award: Curt Schilling, Boston.
For all of the headaches he caus-
es, he delivers. Short term, in a
vacuum, he has been far better
than the Yankees’ Javier Vazqu-
ez.

American League Sean Young
Award (for worst pitcher): Sid-
ney Ponson, Baltimore. On the

bright side, only another 2½
years and the Orioles are done
with him.

National League Cy Young
Award: Jason Schmidt, San Fran-
cisco. He gets lost in the NL’s se-
nior citizen brigade, has a far less
sexy name than Roger Clemens,
Randy Johnson or Tom Glavine.
But he is better than the old folks.

National League Sean Young
Award: Kevin Millwood, Philadel-
phia. “5:15” is a fine song by The
Who. “5.15” is a very poor ERA,
especially in the pitcher-friendly
NL.

American League Manager of
the Year: Lou Piniella, Tampa
Bay. Compare the Devil Rays’ ros-
ter to the Blue Jays’ and Orioles’,
and we dare you to tell us that the
Rays are better on paper.

American League Mismanager

of the Year: Carlos Tosca, Toron-
to. This club is too good to be this
bad.

National League Manager of
the Year: Tony La Russa, St.
Louis. The best record in the
league, with Matt Morris and
Woody Williams the weak links in
the starting rotation? La Russa is
a Hall of Famer.

National League Mismanager
of the Year: Williams. If he had di-
rected “The Producers,” he
would have put Matthew Broder-
ick in the showy fat guy role and
made Nathan Lane the wimpy ac-
countant.

American League Rookie of
the Year: Lew Ford, Minnesota.
He’s putting together a nice sea-
son as the Twins hold their own
against the more imposing White
Sox.

National League Rookie of the
Year: Kaz Matsui, Mets. Just kid-
ding. For now, it’s Pittsburgh’s
Jason Bay. But keep an eye on
Rockies leadoff man Aaron Miles.

Best story: The surge of so
many teams — the Devil Rays, Ti-
gers, Rangers, Mets, Brewers or
Reds, for starters.

Worst story: The botched “Spi-
der-Man 2” promotion. This deba-
cle made everyone at Major
League Baseball look foolish.

Second-best story: That “Spi-
der-Man 2” is the worst story.
BALCO has faded for now.

Second-half psychic: Randy
Johnson will be traded to the An-
gels, prompting George Stein-
brenner to order an exchange of
Kenny Lofton for Millwood. …
The Cubs and Red Sox will get
the wild cards, setting the stage
for another curse-filled postsea-
son. … The Athletics will make
the playoffs and lose in the first
round again. ... Larry Bowa will fi-
nally be canned after his Phillies
finish behind the Braves in the
NL East. ... The Mets will go
81-81, prompting Art Howe to ob-
serve, “We won half of our bat-
tles.” ... The Yankees will lose the
World Series to the Cubs.

For A’s Mulder, it’s substance over style

Whenever he

gets in trouble,

the damage is

limited. He has

a great knack

for that. You see

a lot of other

guys panic. …

He gets the bases

loaded and it’s a

one-run inning.

Damian Miller

Oakland catcher
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BY RONALD BLUM

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Miguel Tejada
didn’t seem to fit in. Hank Aaron,
Barry Bonds, Willie Mays — and
him?

“Shivers,” he recalled. “Just
being so close to those guys, it’s
unbelievable.”

Bonds hit the early drives —
after a humorous call for the
usual intentional walk — and Te-
jada then flashed even more
power than the slugger who usual-
ly gets the attention.

The Baltimore shortstop hit a
record 15 home runs in the sec-
ond round, topping out at 497 feet
and putting several over the
58-foot wall behind the left field
seats, toward Crawford Street.
He went on to defeat hometown
favorite Lance Berkman 5-4 in
the final with five of 10 outs to
spare.

“Oh my gosh, I’m winning the
Home Run Derby,” Tejada
thought to himself. “I usually
watch it from my house, usually
watch it on TV.”

Five of Berkman’s 10 homers
in the second round were dramat-
ic shots out of the ballpark, includ-
ing a 493-foot drive.

“After I hit three in a row out of
the stadium, I thought that was re-
ally neat. The fans were going
crazy,” Berkman said. “I got in a
nice groove. The second round
was quite an experience. I ran out
of gas.”

Both finalists batted right-hand-
ed and replaced left-handers who
pulled out, with Tejada taking
over from Jason Giambi and Berk-
man, a switch-hitter, getting the
call after Ken Griffey Jr. got hurt
last weekend. The big wall in left,
which has a replica 1860 locomo-
tive that runs across it, provides a
perfect panorama for right-hand-
ers.

When he took his first swing,
Tejada was hoping to hit just one
homer.

“Miggy, you’re not going to
win,” he recalled thinking.
“There’s so many home run hit-
ters.”

Bonds did get pitched to, hit-
ting eight homers with the roof
closed in the first round, one a
483-foot shot over the top row of
seats in the right-field upper
deck. But he had just three in the
second, when the panels pulled
back to reveal the night sky, and
the humidity rolled in.

Before the competition, the 14

living players among the 20 with
500 or more homers came togeth-
er to swap stories, pose for photos
and project what the future will
bring to the long ball. If the ball
has been juiced in recent years,
this was the appropriate setting
for such a gathering — Minute
Maid Park.

Adding it all up, the gathering

totaled 8,083 homers; 10 of the
top 11 sluggers in baseball histo-
ry, all but the deceased Sultan of
Swat, Babe Ruth.

Aaron, the only man to top
Ruth’s 714, predicted Bonds (cur-
rently at 681) will surpass his
mark.

“It won’t bother me a bit,” Ham-
merin’ Hank said.

BY RONALD BLUM

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Randy Johnson
would consider waiving his
no-trade clause if the Arizona Dia-
mondbacks want to deal him to a
contender.

After deflecting inquiries about
a deal for 30 minutes during the
National League All-Star player
availability Monday, the Big Unit
finally answered the big question.

“I haven’t been approached by
the Diamondbacks yet to waive
my no-trade clause,” he said.
“The only way I would probably
want to leave would be that I’m
benefiting the Diamondbacks in
leaving. I think I’d be doing that
because they wouldn’t have to
pay my salary — it could go to-
ward helping somewhere else.”

Johnson, a five-time Cy Young
Award winner, said the last-place
Diamondbacks also would be ben-
efit from “the players they got in
return.”

Anaheim, Boston and the New
York Yankees appear to be the
most likely candidates for a deal
with the Diamondbacks, a major
league-worst 31-58 at the All-Star
break, 18½ games behind NL
West-leading Los Angeles.

“Obviously, it would have to be
a situation as such that it’s going
to work for me. That’s the only
way,” Johnson said. “I’m not
going to leave to go somewhere
else to theoretically have a

chance to
win. It’s
going to have
to be some-
where that …
teams that
have a
chance to
win, that’s
the only
way.”

Johnson,
asked what
his thoughts
were about his memories of trips
to Boston’s North End, joked
about it.

“I was really torn between the
Boston clam chowder and the
Manhattan clam chowder,” he
said.

Arizona has refused to say
whether it plans to deal Johnson.
The deadline to make deals with-
out waivers is July 31.

“I don’t have any comment at
all at this time,” Diamondbacks
owner Jerry Colangelo said Mon-
day.

Johnson, co-MVP of Arizona’s
seven-game World Series victory
over the Yankees in 2001, said his
goal was to get back to the World
Series.

“That’s why we all play,” he
said.

The 40-year-old left-hander,
who pitched a perfect game at At-
lanta on May 18, is making $16
million this season and is due $16
million in 2005, the final year of

his deal. He said he does not want
a new contract as part of waving
his rights to block a trade.

“Reading that I want an exten-
sion, that’s the only way that I
would accept a trade, is absolute-
ly incorrect,” he said. “Saying
that I would be willing to go to
Anaheim because I’ve got a house
there 20 minutes [from the ball-
park] is absolutely incorrect.”

Johnson, 10-7 with a 2.99 ERA
and a major league-leading 145
strikeouts, repeatedly said he was
irritated by the public discussion
of a possible trade.

“I live in Arizona. I like it in Ari-
zona. My children go to school in
Arizona,” he said.

“How about, ‘I don’t want to
leave Arizona?’ ” he was asked.

“I don’t know if I could say
that,” he said.

Former Diamondbacks team-
mate Curt Schilling, Johnson’s
World Series co-MVP, wouldn’t
say whether he’s lobbying
Johnson to go to Boston. Schilling
talks frequently with Johnson
and their families planned to
spend time together in Houston.

Yankees players have made
clear they want Johnson in the
Bronx.

New York’s payroll would ap-
proach $200 million if it acquires
Johnson.

“The only issue is Bernie [Will-
iams] is number 51,” Alex Rod-
riguez said, jokingly. “There’s no
question he would be welcomed.”

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Carlos Beltran
left a team that was 15½ games
out of first place for one that be-
lieved he was the missing piece
for its last-ditch effort to get to the
World Series.

Turns out, Beltran might be no
closer to the postseason in Hous-
ton than he was in Kansas City.

“I can’t believe it,” Beltran said
Monday at an All-Star Game
news conference. “It’s like noth-
ing is going our way. We need to
start moving in the division be-
cause time is running out. We
need to change the way we play
the game.”

Left unsaid was whether those
changes need to start with manag-
er Jimy Williams.

Speculation about Williams’ job
security intensified Monday, a
day after the Astros lost their
sixth game in eight days to finish
the first half of the season in fifth
place in the NL Central. The As-
tros are 10½ games behind divi-
sion leader St. Louis — the first
time they’ve faced a double-digit
deficit in the standings at the
break in 11 seasons.

That’s a remarkable disappoint-
ment for a team that was a pre-
season favorite to go to the World
Series and led the division for the
first month and a half of the sea-
son. The All-Star break couldn’t
have come at a better time for a
slumping team, or a worse one for
a manager on the hot seat.

“Maybe what this club needs is
a little break,” said Williams, who
is one of the NL All-Star team’s
coaches. “No, we’re not getting
the results that we want. We
know that. We know where we
are and what we have to do.
Maybe we can get this thing
turned around.”

Astros owner Drayton McLane
and General Manager Gerry Hun-
sicker have publicly expressed
support for the embattled manag-
er, but their patience may be wan-
ing as the Astros’ chances of
catching the Cardinals slowly slip
away.

Williams has guided the Astros
to two second-place finishes, los-
ing the division race last season in
the final week. Much more was ex-
pected this season with the
free-agent signings of former
New York Yankees teammates
Roger Clemens and Andy Pettitte.

Houston has failed to deliver
thus far.

“It’s been very disappointing,”
Astros first baseman Jeff Bagwell
said. “Obviously, we thought we’d
be playing a lot better at this point
than we are right now.”

The Astros have been surpris-
ingly punchless on offense, rank-
ing only 19th in the majors in scor-
ing. Their highly touted pitching
staff has struggled as both Andy
Pettitte and Wade Miller have
spent time on the disabled list.
And Beltran hasn’t been the
quick fix they expected — the
All-Star center fielder is hitting
.263.

Big Unit open to trade to contender
MLB scoreboard

Muscle-bound sluggers bested by
O’s shortstop in Home Run Derby

Tejada wins one
for the little guys

AP

Baltimore Orioles’ Miguel Tejada watches the flight of one of his record

15 home runs in the second round of the All-Star Home Run Derby in

Houston on Monday. Tejada defeated Lance Berkman in the final round.

Johnson

American League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
New York 55 31 .640 —
Boston 48 38 .558 7
Tampa Bay 42 45 .483 13½
Toronto 39 49 .443 17
Baltimore 37 48 .435 17½

Central Division
Chicago 46 38 .548 —
Minnesota 47 40 .540 ½
Cleveland 42 45 .483 5½
Detroit 42 45 .483 5½
Kansas City 31 54 .365 15½

West Division
Texas 49 37 .570 —
Oakland 47 39 .547 2
Anaheim 47 40 .540 2½
Seattle 32 54 .372 17

Monday’s games
No games scheduled

Tuesday’s game
All-Star Game at Houston

Wednesday’s games
No games scheduled

Thursday’s games
N.Y. Yankees at Detroit
Baltimore at Tampa Bay
Minnesota at Kansas City
Cleveland at Seattle
Boston at Anaheim
Chicago White Sox at Oakland

National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 46 41 .529 —
Atlanta 45 42 .517 1
Florida 45 43 .511 1½
New York 44 43 .506 2
Montreal 31 56 .356 15

Central Division
St. Louis 54 33 .621 —
Chicago 47 40 .540 7
Cincinnati 47 41 .534 7½
Milwaukee 45 41 .523 8½
Houston 44 44 .500 10½
Pittsburgh 39 47 .453 14½

West Division
Los Angeles 48 38 .558 —
San Francisco 49 40 .551 ½
San Diego 47 41 .534 2
Colorado 36 51 .414 12½
Arizona 31 58 .348 18½

Monday’s games
No games scheduled

Tuesday’s game
All-Star Game at Houston

Wednesday’s games
No games scheduled

Thursday’s games
Philadelphia at N.Y. Mets
St. Louis at Cincinnati
Montreal at Atlanta
Milwaukee at Chicago Cubs
San Francisco at Colorado
Los Angeles at Arizona

Manager
Williams
on hot seat
in Houston
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AP

Orioles shortstop Miguel Tejada celebrates winning the All-Star Home Run Derby in

Houston on Monday. He hit a record 15 home runs in the second round and beat the

Astros’ Lance Berkman in the finals with five outs to spare. See story on Page 30.

Towering Tejada

SPORTSSPORTS

BY DOUG FERGUSON

The Associated Press

TROON, Scotland — First, a U.S. Open
that looked like it belonged in Britain. Next
up is a British Open played on a true links
that has been dominated by Americans.

About the only thing that makes sense in
this unusual year for major championships
is the caliber of players winning them,
which signals the most parity at the top
since Tiger Woods first began to dominate
golf.

Nine players have won the past nine ma-
jors going into the 133rd
British Open at Royal
Troon, which includes
six of the top 10 players
in the world ranking.
Missing from that group
is Vijay Singh, whom
many believe has been
the best player over the past 18 months.

Phil Mickelson finally captured his first
major with a brilliant back nine at Augusta
National and an 18-foot birdie putt on the
final hole to win the Masters. He almost
won the U.S. Open at Shinnecock Hills, too,
until he was done in by a three-putt from 5
feet on the 71st hole that left him two shots
behind Retief Goosen.

As for Woods? He has been closer to the
cut line than contention in the first two ma-
jors, extending his drought to 0-for-8 in the
Grand Slam events and maintaining the
party line that his game is close — close to
what, no one is quite sure.

“Golf is waiting for someone to step out
and take charge other than Tiger,” Tom Le-
hman said. “There is a number of guys
who have been there a lot, yet no one has
gone out and taken it.”

Mickelson wasn’t sure if the parity is
greater than it has been in a while, saying
it was a tough question to answer.

“But it’s fun that we can ask it,” he

added.
Some answers might be available this

week at Royal Troon, the second of three
consecutive majors being played on
links-styled courses. The PGA Champion-
ship is at Whistling Straits in Wisconsin.

Some players might wonder if they ever
left Shinnecock Hills last month.

Both courses have troublesome bunkers
lining the fairways and protecting the
green. Both have fairways framed by
brownish natural grasses that look like min-
iature wheat fields. The most dangerous
hole on both courses is also the shortest —

a par 3, which at Royal
Troon is the famous
“Postage Stamp” hole
measuring 123 yards.

The good news for the
players? The U.S. Golf As-
sociation is only in town
as a guest.

Mickelson played a practice round at
Royal Troon a week before the British
Open and declared it to be in sensational
shape and a tough, but fair, test of golf.

“But then again, so did Shinnecock the
week before,” he said.

The USGA was so determined to protect
par at the U.S. Open that it stopped water-
ing the greens. On an overcooked course,
no one broke par in the final round and 28
players failed to break 80.

Despite heavy rain in recent weeks, the
rough is not awful at Royal Troon and the
fairways and greens are lusher than usual
for a British Open. The Royal & Ancient
prefers to let wind — the strongest defense
on any links — dictate scoring, and it
doesn’t lose sleep if the winning score re-
sembles the John Deere Classic.

“It’s not as tricked up as the other three
majors, and I think the players realize
that,” Davis Love III said.

SEE TROON ON PAGE 28

Troon links
the majors

Australia’s McEwen wins his

second stage of the Tour; Armstrong

finishes in main pack, Page 27

Jones plummets
to seventh, still
advances to finals
in long jump with
shot to earn
Olympic berth
in the event
Page 25

Course akin to Shinnecock Hills
features punishing bunkers, wind
on a track dominated by Americans

Peirsol hands
Phelps first loss

of swim trials,
winning 200
backstroke

and breaking
his own

world record
Page 25

STARS AND STRIPES, MIDEAST EDITION · Wednesday, July 14, 2004


